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He [Rabbi Akiva] used to say: Beloved is man in that he was created in the image [of
G-d]. [It isamark of] superabundant love [that] it was made known to him that he had
been created in the image [of G-d], asit issaid: For in the image of G-d made He man.
Avos 3:14
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For it issaid: Show me now Thy ways. Moses said before Him: Lord of the Universe,
why isit that some righteous men prosper and others are in adversity, some wicked men
prosper and others are in adversity? He replied to him: Moses, the righteous man who
prospersis the righteous man the son of arighteous man; the righteous man whoisin
adversity is arighteous man the son of awicked man. The wicked man who prospersisa
wicked man son of arighteous man; the wicked man who isin adversity isawicked man
son of awicked man. The Master said above: ‘ The righteous man who prospersis a
righteous man son of a righteous man; the righteous man who isin adversity isa
righteous man son of a wicked man’. But thisis not so! For, |0, one verse says. Visiting
the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and another verse says. Neither shall the
children be put to death for the fathers. And a contradiction was pointed out between
these two verses, and the answer was given that there is no contradiction. The one verse
deals with children who continue in the same course as their fathers, and the other verse
with children who do not continue in the course of their fathers! — [Y ou must] therefore
[say that] the L-rd said thusto Moses: A righteous man who prospersis a perfectly
righteous man; the righteous man who isin adversity is not a perfectly righteous man.
The wicked man who prospers is not a perfectly wicked man; the wicked manwhoisin
adversity is a perfectly wicked man. Now this[saying of R. Y ohanan] isin opposition to
the saying of R. Meir. For R. Meir said: only two [requests] were granted to him, and one
was not granted to him. For it issaid: And | will be gracious to whom | will be gracious,
although he may not deserveit, And | will show mercy on whom | will show mercy,
although he may not deserveit. Berachos 7a
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Ravasaid: [Length of] life, children and sustenance depend not on merit but [rather on]
mazzal. For [take] Rabbah and R. Hisda. Both were saintly Rabbis; one master prayed for
rain and it came, the other master prayed for rain and it came. R. Hisda lived to the age of
ninety-two, Rabbah [only] lived to the age of forty. In R. Hisda's house there were held
sixty marriage feasts, at Rabbah's house there were sixty bereavements. At R. Hisda's
house there was the purest wheaten bread for dogs, and it went to waste; at Rabbah's
house there was barley bread for human beings and that not to be had. Mo'ed Katan 28a
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What is meant by being bound to bless for the evil in the same way as for the good? Shall
| say that, just as for good one says the benediction ‘Who is good and bestows good’, so
for evil one should say the benediction *Who is good and bestows good’ ? But we have
learnt: FOR GOOD TIDINGS ONE SAY S, WHO IS GOOD AND BESTOWS GOOD:
FOR EVIL TIDINGS ONE SAY S, BLESSED BE THE TRUE JUDGE? — Raba said:
What it really means is that one must receive the evil with gladness. R. Ahasaid in the
name of R. Levi: Where do we find this in the Scripture? | will sing of mercy and justice,
unto Thee, O L-rd, will | sing praises,” whether itis‘mercy’ | will Sing, or whether itis
‘justice’ 1 will sing. R. Shmuel b. Nahmani said: Welearn it from here: Inthe L-rd | will
praise Hisword, in G-d | will praise Hisword. ‘Inthe L-rd | will praise Hisword': this
refersto good dispensation; ‘In G-d | will praise Hisword’: this refers to the dispensation
of suffering. R. Tanhum said: We learn it from here: | will lift up the cup of salvation and
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call on the name of the L-rd; | found trouble and sorrow, but | called upon the name of
the Lord. The Rabbisderive it from here: The L-rd gave and the L-rd hath taken away,’
blessed be the name of the L-rd.

R. Huna said in the name of Rav citing R. Meir, and so it was taught in the name of R.
Akiva: A man should aways accustom himself to say, ‘Whatever the All-Merciful does
isfor good’, [as exemplified in] the following incident. R. Akivawas once going along
the road and he came to a certain town and looked for lodgings but was everywhere
refused. He said *Whatever the All-Merciful doesisfor good’, and he went and spent the
night in the open field. He had with him arooster, a donkey and alamp. A gust of wind
came and blew out the lamp, a weasel came and ate the rooster, alion came and ate the
donkey. He said: ‘Whatever the All-Merciful doesisfor good'. The same night some
brigands came and carried off the inhabitants of the town. He said to them: Did | not say
to you, ‘Whatever the All-Merciful doesis all for good? Berachos 60b
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Why then does it say: ‘ And teachest him out of Thy law’?Do not read  telammedennu,
[ Thou teachest him] but telammedenu, [ Thou teachest us]. Thou teachest us this thing out
of Thy law as aconclusion afortiori from the law concerning tooth and eye. Tooth and
eye are only one limb of the man, and still [if they are hurt], the dave obtains thereby his
freedom. How much more so with painful sufferings which torment the whole body of a
man! And this agrees with asaying of R. Shimon b. Lakish. For R. Shimon b. Lakish
said: Theword ‘ covenant’ is mentioned in connection with salt, and the word ‘ covenant’
is mentioned in connection with sufferings: the word ‘ covenant’ is mentioned in
connection with salt, asit iswritten: Neither shalt thou suffer the salt of the covenant of
thy G-d to be lacking. And the word ‘ covenant’ is mentioned in connection with
sufferings, asit is written: These are the words of the covenant. Even as in the covenant
mentioned in connection with salt, the salt lends a sweet taste to the meat, so also in the
covenant mentioned in connection with sufferings, the sufferings wash away all the sins
of aman. It has been taught: R. Shimon b. Y ohai says: The Holy One, blessed be He,
gave Israel three precious gifts, and al of them were given only through sufferings.
These are: The Torah, the Land of Israel and the world to come. Whence do we know this
of the Torah? — Because it is said: Happy is the man whom Thou chastenest, O L-rd,
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and teachest him out of Thy law. Whence of the Land of Israel? — Because it is written:
As aman chasteneth his son, so the L-rd thy G-d chasteneth thee, and after that it is
written: For the L-rd thy G-d bringeth thee into a good land. Whence of the world to
come? — Because it is written: For the commandment is alamp, and the teaching is light,
and reproofs of sufferings are the way of life. Berachos 5a
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Beth Hillel, however, say: He that abounds in grace inclines [the scales] towards grace,
and of them David said, | love that the L ord should hear my voice and my supplication,
and on their behalf David composed the whol e of the passage, | was brought low and he
saved me. Wrongdoers of Israel who sin with their body and wrongdoers of the Gentiles
who sin with their body go down to Gehinnom and are punished there for twelve months.
After twelve months their body is consumed and their soul is burnt and the wind scatters
them under the soles of the feet of the righteous as it says, And ye shall tread down the
wicked, and they shall be as ashes under the soles of your feet. But as for the minim and
the informers and the scoffers, who rejected the Torah and denied the resurrection of the
dead, and those who abandoned the ways of the community, and those who ‘ spread their
terror in the land of the living’, and who sinned and made the masses sin, like Jeroboam
the son of Nebat and his fellows — these will go down to Gehinnom and be punished
there for all generations, asit says, And they shall go forth and look upon the carcasses of
the men that have rebelled againgt me etc. Gehinnom will be consumed but they will not
be consumed, asit says, and their form shall wear away the nether world. Why al this?
Because they laid hands on the habitation [zebul], as it says, that there be no habitation
[zebul] for Him, and zebul signifiesthe Temple, asit says, | have surely built theea
house of habitation [zebul]. Of them Hannah said, They that strive with the Lord shall be
broken to pieces. R. Isaac b. Abin said: And their faces shall be black like the sides of a
pot. Raba added: Among them are the most handsome of the inhabitants of Mahuza, and
they shall be called ‘ sons of Gehinnom’. Rosh HaShanah 17a
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R. Yaakov said: Thisworld islike unto a vestibule before the world to come, prepare
thyself in the vestibule, so that thou mayest enter the banqueting-hall. Avos4:16
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R. Yanna examined [the bridge] and then crossed over. R. Y annai [acted] upon his
views, for he said, A man should never stand in aplace of danger and say that a miracle
will be wrought for him, lest it is not. And if amiracle iswrought for him, it is deducted
from his merits. R. Hanin said, Which verse [teaches this]? | am become diminished by
reason of all the deeds of kindness and all the truth. R. Zerawould not go out among the
pam-trees on aday of the strong south wind. R. Yitzchak the son of Rav Y ehudah said:
Let one always pray for mercy not to fall sick; for if he falls sick he istold, Show thy
merits [rights] and be quit. Shabbos 32a
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R. Haninasaid: No man bruises hisfinger here on earth unless it was so decreed against
him in heaven, for it iswritten: It is of the L-rd that a man's goings are established. How
then can man look to hisway? Chulin 7b



