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Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their labor. For if they
fall, the one will lift up hisfellow; but woe to him that is alone when he falleth; for
he hath not another tohelp himup .... Andif oneprevail against him, two shall
withstand him; and a threefold cord is not quickly broken. Ecclesiastes 4:9-12
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[Rabban Y ochanan Ben Zakai] said to them (his disciples): Go out and discern which is
the proper way to which a man should cling . . . Rabbi Y ehoshuasaid: A good friend.
... Hesaidtothem: Go out and discern which isthe evil path from which a man
should distance himself. . . . Rabbi Y ehoshua said: A wicked friend. Avos 2:9
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Worry in the heart, boweth it down.(Proverbs 12:25) One should tell thereof to others.
Yoma 75a
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And if one prevail against him, two shall withstand him; and athreefold cord is not
quickly broken. Ecclesiastes 4:9-12
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R. Yosal b. Haninasaid: What is the import, [he asked)], of the words, a sword upon [the
boasters| ha-baddim and they shall become fools? May a sword fall upon the neck of the
foes of scholar-disciples, that sit and engage in the study of the Torah, solitary [bad] and
apart [b'bad]! Nay, furthermore, such wax foolish! Holy Writ has here, and they shall
become fools — and elsewhere it says, wherein we have done foolishly; nay,
furthermore, they also become sinners, asit is added there, and wherein we have sinned’
If you prefer, [it isderived] from thisverse, The princes of Zoan have become fools.
Makos 10a
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Joshua b. Perahiah used to say: Appoint for thyself ateacher and acquire for thyself a
friend and judge all men in the scale of merit. Avos1:6
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And the reason that the Mishna expressed itself intermsof ~ acquisition is because [the
Mishnaistelling usthat] if aperson cannot find afriend without paying for one he
should acquire one through his wealth and spend his money in order to get hold of a good
friend. Or dternately it means that one should acquire [actually keep] afriend through
appeasing him verbally and in a soft tone and he shouldn't become impatient with his
affairs but rather he should bear the brunt of his statements, even though they may be
directed against him, and he should not retort in kind. For without this [forbearance] the
love [amongst friends] will not remain. The reason for thisis that the personalities of
people are different. . . . And thisis what King Solomon meant when he said: (Proverbs
17:22) He who hides the wrongdoing [of others] is actually seeking love. Commentary
of Rabbi Yonah (13th Century) to Avos 1:6
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Who is he that is honoured? He who honours hisfellow men, asit is said: For them that
honour me | will honour, and they that despise me shall be lightly esteemed. Avos4:1
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Make thy foot rare in the neighbor's house; lest he be weary of thee, and so hate thee.
Proverbs 25:17
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‘Withhold the multitude from thy house, and bring not every one into thy house!” But
Rabbi said the same, for it has been taught, Rabbi said: One should never have a
multitude of friendsin his house, for it iswritten, A man that hath many friends bringeth
evil upon himself. Sanhedrin 100b

| INTEREST AVOS 2:10,12

I AR I
9217 7977 57 IR 0P *2 Sw> PHYY 2720 120 TI2D 7 MR WYHR 27
2°,:3 NYaR .Pws oy 2%an

R. Eliezer said: Let the honor of thy friend be as dear to thee asthineown . . . R. Y osel
said: Let the property of thy fellow be as precious unto thee as thine own. Avos 2:10, 12
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[ The true Torah scholar] shares in the bearing of a burden with his colleague. Avos 6:6
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A favourite saying of Abaye was: A man should always be subtle in the fear of heaven. A
soft answer turneth away wrath, and one should always strive to be on the best terms with
his brethren and his relatives and with all men and even with the heathen in the street, in
order that he may be beloved above and well-liked below and be acceptable to his fellow
creatures. It was related of R. Y ohanan b. Zakkai that no man ever gave him greeting
first, even aheathen in the street. Berachos 17a
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He said to them: What shall aman do to live? They replied: Let him mortify himself.

What should aman do to kill himself? They replied: Let him keep himself dive. Tamid
32a
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And acquirefor thyself afriend Avos 1:5 Thisteaches us that one should acquire for
himself afriend . . . and he should be ableto reveal unto him all hissecrets. . . . AvO0s
D'Rabbi Nassan 8:3
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A talebearer revealeth secrets, but he that is of afaithful spirit concealeth the matter.
Proverbs11:13
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Rabbi Menasia Rabbah said: Whence do we know that if a man had said something to his
neighbor the latter must not spread the news without the informant's telling him, "Go and
say it"? From the scriptural text: The L-rd spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, laimor
[to say] . Yoma 4b
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Many be they that seek thy welfare; reveal thy secret only to one of athousand.
Y evamos 63b



