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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. Whofirstintroduced R. Levi Yitzchak of Berdichev to
Hasidism?

2. Inwhat citiesdid R. Levi Yitzchak serve as Chief Rabhi?

3. Describe the circumstances which forced him to moveto
Berdichev.

4. Describethe manner in which R. Levi Yitzchak prayed.

5. What, in particular, distinguished R. Levi Yitzchak from
the other Hasidic masters?

This and much more will be addressed in the first lecture of
this series: "The Defender of Isragl: The Life and Times of
Rabbi Levi Yitzchak of Berdichev".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questionsin
mind as you listen to the tape and read through the outline. Go back
to these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see how
well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of
Jewish History. Although the lectures can be listened to without the
use of the outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it as well as a handy reference guide and for
quick review.



THE EPIC OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

Series X Lecture#l

THE DEFENDER OF ISRAEL:
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF RABBI LEVI YITZCHAK OF BERDICHEV

l. The Holy Defender
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Thereisastory told that [the day when R. Levi Yitzchak was born, the Baal Shem Tov
distributed a double portion of food and drink to his disciples.] He told them, "We should
now rejoice, for today avery great and holy soul has come down to this world who will
continually defend the Jewish people against the claims of the Accuser.” Toldos
Kedushas L evi paragraph 2
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The holy Seer of Lublin used to say, "Every day | set aside time to thank Hashem for

having sent the great and holy soul of R. Levi Yitzchak to thisworld." Ibid. par. 45
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The holy Rav, R. Nachman of Bratzlav, agreat grand son of the holy Besht, may his
merit protect us, ordered his followers to check their (his) tephilin if the holy Rav of
Berdichev should come within their area. The reason he gave is that the holy Rav of
Berdichev is considered to be the p'er Yisrael (the glory of Israel akin to tephilin).  1bid.
par. 48
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The Rav of Berdichev isvery esteemed in my eyes. The Life of Maran (of Bratzlav) |1
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The holy Rav, R. Boruch of Mezhibezh (1750-1810) . . . said . . . that, for many years, the
angels on high were jealous of the holy service of the holy Rabbi of Berdichev and Satan
stood up and claimed that there was now no further need for the Temple, the sacrifices of
the High Priest and the coming of the Moshiach since the holy Rabbi [of Berdichev]
concentrates upon all of those proper thoughts and yichudim (combinations of Divine
names) which the High Priest concentrated upon. In order to annul this accusation and
jealousy, | was forced to make fun of his Divine service and to [appear to] show its
inferior worth. The truth is, however, that | very well recognize his great sanctity.  Ibid.
paragraph 51
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When Rav Shneur Zalman of Liadi, the author of the Tanya, wasimprisoned in St.
Petersburg, [in the year 1798,] as aresult of aterrible calumny, he ordered his disciplesto
immediately dispatch a special emissary with a kvittel and pidion (written request and
symbolic redemption) to the holy Rabbi of Berdichev that he mention him in his prayers.
When he was freed, he sent aletter to the holy Rabbi of Berdichev through a specia
emissary. | bid. paragraph 31

1. A Scion of aDynasty of Torah Scholars
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Our holy Rabbi, HaRav HaGaon R. Levi Yitzchak, was born in the town Husakov, near
Przymydl, Galicia, in the year 1740 to his father, HaRav HaGaon R. Meir, z"'l, who was
the head of the Rabbinical court of Zamosz, the son of HaGaon R. Moshe, z'l, and to his
saintly mother, Sarah Sasha, a descendant of Rav Shmuel Eliezer Eidels (Maharsha), z"l.
(To thisday the very mention of the name, "Levi Yitzchak ben Sarah Sasha,” iswidely
used as an effective talisman to protect a person from danger.) There is atradition that his
holy forefathers served in the Rabbinate in various cities for thirty six generations.
ToldosKedushas L evi Paragraph 1
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The following is said in the name of my father, my guide and teacher, of blessed

memory, regarding the verse, "With Lavan did | dwell (garty)," which Rashi explainsto
mean, "And | observed all six hundred and thirteen commandments (taryag)." The reason
he informed him of thisis based upon the statement of our Rabbis, of blessed memory,
that Y aakov sent Esav the message, "l have ox[en] and donkey[s]" in order that Esav not
be jealous of him. He wanted to show him that [Yitzchak's] blessings of the dew of the
heavens and the fat of the land had not materialized. But in order that Esav not counter
with the argument that the reason the blessings were not fulfilled is [not because the
blessings were ineffective but rather] because Y aakov did not observe the Torah and the
blessings were given only on the condition that he fulfill the Torah, as Rashi explained
the verse in Parshas Toldos, (Gen. 27:40), "And it will come to pass that if you suffer
etc." [because you feel unjustly wronged and that Y aakov no longer deservesthe
blessings because of his non observance of the Torah]. It was for this reason that Y aakov
sent him the message that despite the fact that he had fulfilled all of the six hundred and
thirteen commandments (taryag), the blessings were still unfulfilled and therefore there is
no reason to further harbor any hatred because of the blessings. Kedushas L evi, Par shas
Vayishlach
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| remember that, as a child, my father, of blessed memory, would send me to deliver
Mishloach Monos to certain poor people. He didn't send it through a servant in order to
train me in the observance of the mitzvah. It was all accomplished with joy and
satisfaction and with discretion in order not to embarrass the poor man. May Hashem
shower his grace upon all of the worlds including this natural world with much kindness,
joy and happiness, through the merit of matanos I'evionim (giftsto the poor). ...  Ibid.
Purim
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Our holy master was raised on the knees of his forefathers who were giants of Torah and
sanctity. He absorbed much of the Talmud and the Poskim (legal rulings) and soon
gained fame as aprodigy. In his adolescence, [at the age of seventeen], he married the
daughter of the noble man of wedlth, R. Yisrael, of the family of Peretz of L ubartow
(near Lublin). There, in his father-in-law's house, he became a member of a group of
great Rabbinic scholars, brilliant giants of Torah, [including HaRav HaGaon R. Y osef
Teomim, author of the Pri Megadim], and he rose to new heightsin his knowledge of
Torah. Toldos Kedushas L evi paragraph 4

[1. HaRav HaGaon R. Shmedke
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R. Levi Yitzchak first traveled to HaRav HaGaon R. Shmelke (of Nikolsburg), may his
merit protect us, who was at that time the Rav of Rychivol (adjacent to Lubartow), the
distinguished disciple of the great Magid of Mezritch, may his merit protect us.  Toldos
Kedushas L evi paragraph 5
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His master, the holy Rabbi, R. Shmelke of Nikolsburg, may his merit protect us, testified
that R. Levi Yitzchak did not speak anything without first having a holy intention and
having first concentrated on the proper yichudim (combinations of the Divine names). . . .
In their correspondence, R. Shmelke would address R. Levi Yitzchak as, "My disciplein
nigleh (exoteric knowledge) and my mentor and teacher in nistar (esoteric knowledge)."
R. Levi Yitzchak would address R. Shmelke as, "My disciplein nistar (esoteric
knowledge) and my mentor and teacher in nigleh (exoteric knowledge)." 1bid. par. 47
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Similar to what | said regarding the arrangement of the days between the tenth of Av and
the first day of Sukkos, did | hear from HaRav HaGaon R. Shmuel Shmelke, the Chief
Rabbi of the holy community of Nikolsburg. [He said regarding the arrangement of days
from the first of Nissan,] "From the first of Nissan to the tenth of the month there are ten
days. This correspondsto the letter "yud" (ten) of the Divine name "Adni". Afterwards,
there are the four days of inspection for the Paschal sacrifice (korbon Pesach) which
corresponds to the letter "dalet" [of "Adni"]. Afterwards, there are the fifty days from the
first day of Pesach until the eve of Shavuos. They correspond to the letter "nun” [of
"Adni"]. And afterwards, thereisthefirst day of Shavuos which corresponds to the letter
"deph” of ["Adni"]. It was then that the kingdom of Hashem was revealed with the letter
"aeph" serving as the beginning of the phrase, 'l (anochi) am the L-rd your G-d.™ In a
similar vein, from the tenth of Av until the twenty ninth of Elul arefifty days,
corresponding to the letter "nun". Afterwards, come the ten days of repentance,
corresponding to the letter "yud". Afterwards, come the four days between Y om Kippur
and Sukkos which correspond to the letter "dalet”. Afterwards, comes the first day of
Sukkos which corresponds to the letter "aleph”, which isreferred to as "rishon" first, asit
statesin the verse (Lev. 23:40), "And you should take for yoursalf on the first day etc.”

. R.Yisrad, the Magid of Kozhnitz, Avodas Yisrael, Parshas Devorim
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IV.  TheMagid of Mezritch
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The holy R. Shmelke saw that within the young man was hidden and embedded an
eterna light filled with the blessings of Hashem and that he was fit to pour water directly
from the well springs and from the original source. Consequently, he prevailed upon him
to go up together with him to R. Ber, the Magid of Mezritch, and he integrated him into
the holy group of the Magid's disciples. ToldosK edushas L evi paragraph 6
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| heard from the tzaddik, my master, mentor and teacher, R. Dov Ber, . . . that there are
two forms of serving the Creator, may He be blessed, awe and love. The only way to
have awe of the Creator is through studying Torah with toil and labor together with
prayer, mitzvos and good deeds. Then, through his actions, will he merit to have awe of
the Creator. Love of the Creator isimpossible to achieve through one's actions, for loveis
impossible without seeing the object of the love. For that, one needs a Divine revelation
in which Hashem, may He be blessed, shines His light upon him, so that hisintellect
becomes illuminated with the love of His Creator. Only then can he love Hashem.
KedushasLevi, ParshasLech Lecha
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| heard the following explanation of the verse (Gen. 7:1), "Y ou and your family should
cometo the taiva (ark),” from my Master, the famous Gaon and chasid, R. Dov Ber of
Mezrich: A person should put all of his energy in the study of Torah and prayer in every
taiva (word) which he utters. He should concentrate to such an extent that he ceases all
physicd activities. Through the taiva, meaning the spiritual component of the Hebrew
letters, the person clings and becomes connected to the Creator, blessed be His name. If a
person merits, through his unceasing Divine service, he can direct the words to have the
effect that he so desires. Thislevel isreferred to in the holy Zohar as, Baalah
D'Matrinussa (the husband of the matron). At the beginning of his service, however, the
taiva directs the person to cling to the Creator, blessed be His name, through the
spirituality of the letters. For the letters are attracted to their spiritual source and guide the
person to spirituality. Thisiswhy the word for speech, dibur, also means directing, asin,
"One director or leader dabar for the generation." (Sanhedrin 8a) Thisis because speech
is actually directing the person spiritually. KedushasLevi, R. Levi Yitzchak of
Berdichev

V. A Leader in Isradl
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In the year 1761 (1766), at the age of twenty one (twenty six), R. Levi Yitzchak was
invited to become the Chief Rabbi of Rychival to fill the vacancy left by R. Shmuel
Shmelke who was invited to become the Rav of the city of Sieneawa. From there, R.
Shmelke was subsequently invited to become the Rav of Nikolsburg. Toldos Kedushas
Levi paragraph 10
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R. Levi Yitzchak would pray with fear and trembling and couldn't remain standing in his
original place because of hisfear [of G-d]. If someone would leave him in one corner,
they would find him in the other. The hairs of all of those who would be standing near
him at the time of his prayers would stand on end, their hearts would melt and the
crookedness of their hearts would become straight from the sound of his voice. R.
Mendel Bodek, Seder HaDor os HaChadash p. 35
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At that time, the opponents of the Chassidim took the initiative to attack them and to
pursue them through al kinds of unscrupulous means. They also victimized R. Levi
Yitzchak, the Chief Rabbi of Rychivol, who, from his youth, was a pillar of the
movement. That iswhy they singled him out and tormented him to such an extent, that he
was forced to take leave of them on Hoshanna Rabbah while the four minim (lulav,

hadas, aravah, esrog) were still in his hands, for he wasn't able to stay there any longer,
due to the immensity of the hostility shown to him. He found refuge in the distant city of
Kozhnitz in the house of his close friend and admirer, the holy Magid, the author of the
Avodas Yisragl. Toldos K edushas L evi paragraph 11
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Regarding the controversy surrounding that great Gaon, the famed Chasid, the Chief
Rabbi of Zholikhov, | asked my father, and he answered me the following: Why do you
consider such athing anovelty? Things like that have occurred from time immemorial.
For instance, when Avraham was thrown by Nimrod into the fiery furnace and left it
unscarred and then later came to Eretz Yisrael, which soon experienced afamine, the
inhabitants blamed it on him. They argued that it occurred because this heretic came to
reside here. Thisiswhy it was one of the ten tests. 1geres Hakodesh, R. Elazar, the son
of R. Elimelech of Lizhensk (L ezaj sk)
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It istold that at the time of the great controversy between the Chasidim and their
opponents, who also victimized the holy R. Levi Yitzchak, it once happened that R. Levi
Yitzchak was walking to the synagogue wearing his talis and tephilin when awoman
from the group of Misnagdim (opponents) threw a pitcher of water in his face saying,
"Get out of here you repugnant person!” The holy Rabbi paid no attention to thisterrible
incident and walked into the synagogue and said with great feeling and sincerity, "Master
of the Universe, don't punish them from on high. She certainly did this with the consent
of her husband. If so, she isan upright woman who fulfills the will of her husband.”
Toldos Kedushas L evi paragraph 86

E.

7 M7 WK NIPYAT 012 07 W Y7ARK Y127 WK IR DRAw? 5ah v1707 10 (1

7 M17ayh ows1 03% 927501 WIR M 72T WAY WK ORIWSH 0°59RI 11 9307

wIARY D197 wITn onbn oy TInbY a7In Dw SR I9AR T 010 7Y 1TIve)
0°270 @M1 NIP23 10,717 DWITR ,PAR® 17 77 YW 112 PRA 7 RDTIR W

It iswell known to al of Isragl, our brothers, that the words of my master, my father, are
on the highest levels, for the spirit of Hashem speaks through him. The hearts and souls
of the thousands of Jews who have heard the words of his holy spirit became thereby
impassioned to serve Hashem. From his youth to this day, histent was atent of Torah in
which he studied with his students new insights into the halacha and he himself
discovered new insightsinto the Torah. R. Meir, the son of R. Levi Yitzchak,
Kedushas L evi
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R. Levi Yitzchak established thousands of disciples with whom he learned Gemora,
Rashi, and Tosephos. R. Meir, the son of R. Levi Yitzchak, Prefaceto Sefer Kesser
Torah
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Wewrote all of thisas aresult of our studiesin Gemora, Rashi, and Tosephosand it is
correct. May Hashem help me to publish [my novellag] on the Gemora, Rashi, and
Tosephos for Hashem is pleased with such novellae. ... R. Levi Yitzchak, Kedushas
Levi, Clalos Yomim Tovim
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It became well known throughout the land that | had engaged and defeated in debate
Yitzchak Zholikhover, the head of their rogue group, in Warsaw. . .. Thiswasdonein
public in the synagogue of the suburb of Praga. . . . He was like amute and didn't open
hismouth. Letter from HaRav HaGaon R. Avraham Katzenellenbogen, Chief Rabbi
of Brisk
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To the leaders of the holy community of Pinsk . . . That one (R. Levi Yitzchak) who has
been appointed to your community as Rav and Gaon is actually encouraging the evildoers
who have cast off the yoke of Torah and Mitzvos to innovate customs which were
unknown to our holy forefathers. They are Hashudim (suspected) sect, who call
themselves Hasidim. Already the lay and spiritual heads of the leading communities have
joined together to root out the thorns and thistles from the vineyard of Isragl, by
scattering these clusters of evildoers, driving them from us and annulling their strange
customs which have no basis in our holy Torah. The desire of Hashem has been
victorious: We have stood firmly against them, subduing and humbling them as the dust
of the earth . . . Alas, however Satan isamongst us.. . . in that some of the leaders of your
community are of that sect and strengthen [the hand)] of the evildoers. ... We have
warned you in previous letters and have made known to you the restrictions and bans
which communal |eaders together with their Rabbis have promulgated against the sect.
Although your community has always been made up of G-d fearing men of renown, the
powerful influence of the sect has forced you into this position, and you long for relief.
Even though it would have been better to remove the scepter and crown of authority from
the Rav and Gaon, [R. Levi Yitzchak,] however, when you decided not to remove him,
according to the condition outlined in the written agreement, we also agreed to abide by
your decision. [We hoped that] perhaps he would turn away from his erring way and
cease to continue to lead the people aong the unpaved road. But if he continues to refuse
to abide by this and he maintains his independence . . . then, as we have urged you in our
former letters. . . we decree that you remove the crown from that aforementioned Rav of
your community, the head of your rabbinical court. Let him neither teach Torah nor
render legal decisions. .. Letter from theleaders of the community of Vilnato the
leader s of the community of Pinsk, 6th of Tamuz, 5544 (1784), signed by Rabbainu
Eliyahu, the Vilner Gaon, and HaRav HaGaon R. Shmuel b. R. Avigdor, Chief
Rabbi of Vilna, M. Wilensky, Hasidim u-Mitnagdim Vol. 1 pp. 132-36
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... Since heis acting in many ways and matters which are unbecoming in my eyes and in
the eyes of all who seetruth . .. The use of our chalafim (ritual slaughter knives) has
been well established from time immemorial, generation after generation, without any
objection or criticism. . . . The [Hasidim] do not want to eat from the ritual slaughter
where our kosher chalafim were used. They have replaced good with bad as they are
using the honed knivesinstead. . .. | am pleading with you . . . that you and your group
abandon the road upon which you aretraveling . . . so that the people be no longer
divided into two factions.. . . and we will merit to serve Him perfectly in unity. Letter
from HaRav HaGaon R. Avraham K atzenelenbogen, Chief Rabbi of Brisk to R.
Levi Yitzchak, Eighth of Tamuz, 1784

VI. From Pinsk to Berdichev
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R. Levi Yitzchak gave his approbation to the work, Halacha Pesukah, written by R.
Shlomo b. Moshe Katz of Pinsk (Printed in Shklov 5547-1787), on the eighteenth of
Tamuz, 5545 (1785) while till in Pinsk. To the work, Canfei Y onah, written by R.
Menachem of Fano (published in Koretz 5545-1785) he gave his approbation on the
twenty fifth of Tamuz in Berdichev. Kehilos Pinsk-Karlin bein ChasdusL "hisnagdus,
M or dechai Nadav

QWA PYRT TVAR V7YPY D031 pOrD YT 07 TVAR L L L R7IPD R T (2
Qw ,N1H37M "1 3777 0°2°N1 PR 02 PR 17 I o0

On the fourth of lyar in 5551 (1791), [Levi Yitzchak] Av Bais Din and Reish Mesivta of
the holy community of Pinsk and now the Av Bais Din of Berditchev. Approbation to
Sefer Mer Nesivim, R. Mer Margolis, I bid.
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There, in Berditchev, the sun of that tzaddik shone with all its strength. All who sought
the word of Hashem, both nigleh and nistar (exoteric and esoteric wisdom), fear of
Hashem, love of Hashem, and the proper way of prayer, would travel to Berditchev . . .
Sefer Toldos Kedushas L evi par. 27
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The holy Rabbi would also sit in Bais Din (judgment) to settle legal issues between the
various parties. We heard the following story from the Admor of Muncacz, the Rav
HaGaon, the author of the Minchas Elazar: Two lumber merchants once brought a case
before the holy Rabbi of Berditchev which involved tremendous sums of money. When
one of the sides realized that his position in the Din Torah was weak [and he was about to
lose,] he began to search for some excuse, some way to extricate himself from the
inevitable verdict. In the midst of the arguments and counter arguments, the litigant said
to the holy Rabbi, "Perhaps the Rav of Berditchev simply doesn't understand the
intricacies of commerce and forests?' The Rabbi replied to him in an amused tone, "1f
this would be an issue of Torah study, then it would be possible to argue that you are
more knowledgeable than |. Regarding the fear of Heaven, | am sure you are my superior.
But in matters of business, I'm at home. There | understand a lot more than you!"  Sefer
Toldos Kedushas L evi paragraph 19

VII.  Serving Hashem with Fervor and Humility
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He served Hashem by fulfilling His mitzvos with tremendous |ove and overpowering
desire, like afirethat would be raging in his very bones. He wasn't able to sleep on the
night after Yom Tov, as he was waiting in anticipation for the light of dawn so that he
would be able to put on tephilin. . . . Thisis how he would act towards any object with
which a mitzvah was performed: He would kiss it with all his heart. And when he would
perform amitzvah, al of histwo hundred and forty eight limbs and three hundred and
sixty five sinews would boil over with awesome and amazing d'vaikus (devotion). He
was then totally removed from thisworld. Sefer Toldos Kedushas L evi par. 30
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The holy Rabbi put forth much effort in the Divine service of tzedakah (charity). He
would travel far and wide to collect money for the needs of brides, for the redemption of
captives, and for the support of the poor. Wherever he went, he would leave a profound
impression upon the hearts of the Jewish masses. |bid. 34
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Once, some coarse and simple people pushed themselvesinto his Sukkah and it was very
crowded. He then remarked, "We have to bear the pressure and strain of even simple
people, for in the future, when the tzaddikim will sit with their crowns on their headsin
the Sukkah of Leviathan, | too will push myself in to sit there. And if someone comesto
remove me, arguing, 'What is such a materialistic person doing here? I'll reply, 'l too
endured the presence of coarse and simple people." 1bid. 39
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The principle is that whenever a person performs a mitzvah or studies Torah, he should
seeto it that hisintention is only for Hashem alone, in order to give his Creator pleasure.
After he completesit, however, he should not think, G-d forbid, that he has already
fulfilled the will of the Creator, blessed be He. For if he thinks so, his actions are
certainly not pleasing to Hashem . . . and he has not yet come close to the proper service
of Hashem. Even if he did give some small pleasure to Hashem, he should recognize his
humble state, for he has not even begun to serve Him from a true state of fear that should
have fallen over him. KedushasL evi, Parshas Vayereh
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A person should be humblein all hisways and actions. Don't say, however, that when it
comes to Divine service, one should aso be humble. G-d forbid! On the contrary, a
person needs to say, "My actions, that were performed in the fulfillment of the mitzvos of
Hashem, areimportant in His eyes and He, so to speak, has pleasure from my mitzvos."
For if aperson isgoing to be humble regarding the mitzvos of Hashem and will say,
"What worth are my actionsto Hashem?' it is [tantamount] to heresy! Just the opposite!
When it comes to mitzvos, a person should say, "The mitzvos that | do are important in
the eyes of the Creator and He derives pleasure fromthem."  Kedushas L evi, Par shas
Ekev
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How goodly and pleasant isit for every man of Isragl to cling to the attribute of humility
asis stated in Scripture (Prov. 22:4), "Humility leads to the fear of G-d." He will thus
cause that Hashem's great name will be sanctified, for through such distinguished people
that fulfill the mitzvos and perform good deeds, but nevertheless consider themselves to
be nothing in the eyes of Hashem, will the name of Hashem be sanctified in public. May
Hashem grant us the attribute of humility and the other positive attributes as well.
Kedushas L evi, Parshas M etzor ah
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Behold the root of the word "mitzvah" means connection, as the word mitzvah and the
word tzavssa (connection) are really one. This meansto say that if one performs a
mitzvah properly, it means that he is connecting himself thereby to Hashem.  Kedushas
Levi, Parshas Vayereh
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The general principleisthat a person needs to probe all of hisways and actions so that
they be done for the sake of Heaven. . . . Thisiswhat isalluded to in the blessing,
"hamotzi lechem min ha-aretz" (He who brings forth bread from the earth), for the word
"lechem™ hints at the concept of sanctity, for the gematria (numerical equivalent) of the
word "lechem" is equal to three times the gematria of the Tetragrammaton. The word
"eretz" aludes to earthiness. Hence, He extracts "lechem” meaning those sparks of
spirituality from "ha-aretz" from the extrinsic [and unholy]. . .. Kedushas L evi, Par shas
Vayishlach

VIIl. Repentance and Renewal
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Since the essential miracle [of Chanukah] was that at the time that the [ Greeks] wanted to
remove us from our holy Torah, the Holy One, blessed be He, in Hisimmense mercy,
saved us from that decree, it is only fitting that anyone who considers himself to be part
of the people of Israel should apply himself [during Chanukah] to the study of Torah. For
these days are appropriate for Torah study, as the light of Hashem, through his Torah,
shines upon us during this time. We should not, G-d forbid, follow the sounds of the
merry makers. He should especially not engage in card playing, which | have witnessed
to be a widespread breach in the Jewish community, due to our immense sins. Although
this practice is not perceived to be a serious sin, you should know that every card
certainly contains aterrible kelipah (lit. husk i.e. an evil force). G-d is my witness, my
sole intention is to remove a stumbling block from humanity. Y ou should know, my
brothers and friends that there are several problems with card playing: 1) At the time of
play a person most certainly has forgotten the fear of Hashem. 2) In my eyes, | consider
the person to be athief. 3) At the time of play, heis polluting himself with such terrible
kelipos that my mouth cannot utter them, [due to their repugnance]. My brothers and
friends, | beseech you to take this serioudly. It would be better for you to study under a
Torah scholar, then most certainly the light of the miracle will shine upon us and He will
make miracles and show us wonders through the power of His Torah. May it speedily
happen in our days. Amen. KedushasLevi, Chanukah
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Onetime, a Jewish thief was caught and put in prison and was awaiting a severe
punishment. The holy Rabbi, however, managed to save him and was able to bring about
hisrelease. The Rav asked him, "Look how much degradation you've suffered for no
good reason and look how you put yourself in such danger! Are you going to do such a
thing again?' "So what," the thief replied. "Even if | wasn't successful today, tomorrow
I'll meet with success!" The holy Rabbi was very moved. He said that we can learn from
even athief how to serve Hashem. Even if we weren't successful today, we can look
forward to tomorrow and shouldn't lose hope! Sefer Toldos Kedushas L evi par. 90
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In the Sefer Noam Siach it isrelated that R. Levi Yitzchak once spoke to a spiteful sinner
in his city, aman that was famed for having violated every prohibition in the Torah. The
Rav told him, "I am very jealous of you, for you have the power to perfect yourself and
rise to amuch higher spiritual level than I. If you sincerely repent for your many sins, out
of love for Hashem, the merits that you will gain are beyond estimation.” Those words,
which were uttered in all sincerity from his holy and pure heart, made a profound
impression upon [the sinner's] erstwhile heart of stone and he sincerely repented.  Sefer
Toldos Kedushas L evi par. 23
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A similar story istold regarding a certain heretic who was very well versed in the Torah
who made a point of debating great Torah scholars. They were not, however, able to have
an effect upon hisimpurity. He once came to the holy Rabbi of Berditchev hoping to
engage him in debate. When the heretic entered the home of the holy Rabbi, he was
struck by the appearance of the holy Rabbi whose face was like araging firein his
d'vaikus (devotion) to Hashem and his Torah. The heretic kept on hearing the Rav
repeatedly say, "Maybe that which iswritten in the Torah and is stated by the Sagesis
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true!" The heretic didn't understand to whom those words were addressed. Afterwards,
before he could pose his questions, the holy Rabbi came up to him and said, "Y ou came
prepared to debate with me in matters of religion and faith. Despite the fact that many of
the great scholars of Israel have already shown you the relevant citations of the Torah
and the [Cabbalistic] tradition regarding the great reward which isin store for observing
the Torah and Mitzvos as well as the terrible punishment for those who violate it, it was
of no avail. Thisis because it isimpossible to directly show you Gan Eden (Paradise) or
Gehinnom (Purgatory). But please listen and think this through. Maybe it is true asthe
Torah says. Maybe it istrue that punishment will overtake the sinners. Where will you
flee and where will you find safety. Behold, the whole world is filled with the glory of
Hashem. Thereis no place to flee and seek safety?. . . If thisis so, you will have G-d
forbid lost all hope and any future." In this manner, he spoke to him at length until he
finally became a complete Baal Teshuva (penitent). I bid.

IX. His Beloved Holy Nation
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... Thetwo hundred and forty eight positive mitzvos and the three hundred and sixty five
negative mitzvos are light forces. The Mishkan (Tabernacle) is the combination of al of
these light forces in a concentrated form. The Jewish people a so contain within
themselves the light force of the Torah, for every Jew represents a particular letter of the
Torah. The principleis asfollows: Just as there are two hundred and forty eight limbs and
three hundred and sixty five sinews, so too, there are six hundred and thirteen intelligent
spiritual light forces which are used in the service of Hashem. These are referred to as the
spiritual limbs.. . . Kedushas L evi Par shas Bamidbar
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Behold you are beautiful, my beloved, behold you are beautiful, your eyes are like doves.
(Shir Hashirim 1:15) The verse means to say that the Holy One, blessed be He, prides
Himself in His people Israel [and saysto them,] "Behold you are beautiful." Thisis
because they are always beautifying themselves with their good deeds before their Father
in Heaven. Even though they, at times, walk in the market places and the streets to seek
out that which their spirit desires (wealth), nevertheless, their intention isfor the sake of
Heaven. For if they make a profit, they distribute some of it to tzedakah (charity) and for
the enjoyment of Shabbos and Y om Tov and the profit will enable them to sit amongst
scholars, as their needs will be taken care of. Thisisthe meaning of, "Behold you are
beautiful, your eyes are like doves." This means that your eyes are constantly looking to
cling to your mate, which is the Holy One, blessed be He, similar to a dove who is never
unfaithful to its mate. Kedushas L evi, Shir Hashirim
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... Behold it iswritten (Shir Hashirim 6:3), "I am for my beloved and my beloved isfor
me." This means that [as] we relate the praise of the Holy One, blessed is He, the Holy
One, blessed is He, relates the praises of Isragl. Similarly, we put on tephilin upon which
iswritten the praises of the Holy One, blessed is He, and the Holy One, blessed is He,
puts on tephilin upon which is written the praises of Israel. With this we can understand
that which iswritten in the Midrash Tana D'Vei Eliyahu, that there is a mitzvah to speak
of the praises of Israel and Hashem has pleasure from the person who speaks the praises
of Israel. It seemsto me that the reason isthat it is forbidden to be inattentive to the
tephilin that one iswearing and it is therefore a mitzvah to constantly be involved in the
tephilin, which means, [metaphorically,] that one must either speak praises of Isragl for in
the tephilin of Hashem it is written, "Who islike Y our people, Israel.” (Berachos 6a) or
to speak the praises of the Holy One, blessed is He, which are the contents of the tephilin
worn by Isradl. . . . We therefore always speak Hashem's praises and Hashem always
speaks our praises. Kedushas L evi, Par shas Bo
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Behold, the Creator, blessed is He, chose only Israel, [amongst the nations]. For that
reason, no oneis allowed to say anything negative about a Jew but must rather defend
them, asit is stated in Scripture (Esther 10:3), regarding Mordechai, "He sought the
welfare of his people."” The gematria of Mordechai (274) is equivalent to the phrase, "Rav
Chesed" (abundant kindness). This means that the Holy One, blessed is He, gives an
abundance of kindnessto Israel. Kedushas L evi, Par shas Bo
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X. The Defender of Israel
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The extent of his compassion and great love of I1srael became evident in the [legal family]
name which he chose, Derbarimdiger (the compassionate one). The reason he chose that
name was because the government at that time demanded that each one choose a legal
family name besides for one's personal name. When they came to ask him, he said, "It is
written, 'Thou shalt cleave to Him.' Our Sages interpret this to mean that one must cleave
to the Divine attributes. Just as He is compassionate, so too, you should be
compassionate. | therefore chose the name, Derbarimdiger (the compassionate one)."
Sefer Toldos Kedushas L evi par. 91
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Choni HaMaagal (the circle maker) said: Master of the Universe, Y our children are
looking towards me to help them, for | am like amember of Y our household. | swear by
Y our great name that | am not moving from here until Y ou show compassion towards
Your children. It then started to drizzle. . . . He said: | didn't ask for thiskind of rain! We
want rain that will fill cisterns, basins and pools. It then started to pour fiercely . . . He
said: Thisisnot what | asked for! We want rain of blessing that falls gracioudly. It then
started to rain normally. . . . Shimon ben Shetach sent him the following message: If it
would be someone else, Choni, | would have excommunicated him! ... But what can |
do to someone like you who acts with disrespect towards the Omnipresent and yet He
grants your desire, as a son who acts disrespectfully towards his father and he grants him
his desires; if he saysto him, Father, take me to bathe in warm water, wash mein cold
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water, give me nuts, almonds, peaches, and pomegranates and he gives them unto him. Of
you Scripture says (Prov. 23:25), Y our father and mother should be happy, and let her
that bore you rejoice. Taanis 23a
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[Once, R. Levi Yitzchak said in adrasha (speech) right before the blowing of the shofar:]
Master of the Universive, Y ou told us that this day isto be for us aday of blowing the
shofar. Because of this we blow a hundred sounds and countless thousands of Jews blew
the hundred sounds for so many thousands of years. And we millions of Jews cry out in
prayer and beseech Y ou for so many hundreds of years, "Blow just one sound from the
great shofar for our freedom," and Y ou haven't blown even oneyet!  Toldos Kedushas
L evi paragraph 58
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Once, on Rosh Hashana, he said: Master of the Universe, why can't Y ou act with us
[even] like asimple Jew? A simple Jew who sees that his tephilin has fallen to the ground
will immediately pick them up and kiss them. Y our people Isragl are Y our tephilin, for

Y ou pride Y ourself with them asit iswritten (Chronicles| 17:21): Who islike Y our
people Israel, a unique nation on earth. Now they have fallen to the ground from aroof so
high to a pit so deep, for close to two thousand years, why haven't you picked them up
and raised their horn (prestige)! I bid. par. 59
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On one occasion he said: Master of the Universe, It is best for Y ou to forgive the sins of
Israel. If You don't, | will let everyone know that Y our tephilin are not kosher, G-d
forbid, for in Your tephiliniswritten, "Who islike Y our people Israel, a unique nation on
earth." The tephilin are only valid if Israel's sinswill be forgiven. I bid. par. 60
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Once, on the night of the recitation of Kol Nidrei, he said, "Raboisal (my masters), our
Sages, of blessed memory have said: Anyone who repeats something in the name of the
origina author brings salvation to the world. Therefore | say in the name of the author
(Num. 14:20), "And He said, | have forgiven you, according to your words."  1bid. par.
72
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Xl.  AnEternal Legacy
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G-d of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, protect Y our people, Israel, from all evil in Y our
praise - as the beloved, Holy Sabbath takes |eave - that the coming week may arrive to
bring perfect faith, faith in scholars, love of and attachment to good friends, attachment to
the Creator, Blessed isHe, to have faith in Y our Thirteen Principles, and in the complete
and close Redemption, speedily in our days, in the Resuscitation of the Dead and in the
prophecy of our teacher, Moses, peace is upon him.

Master of the universe, since You are the One Who gives strength to the exhausted - give
Y our beloved Jewish children the strength to praise Y ou, and to serve only Y ou and no
other.

May this week arrive for kindness, for good fortune, for blessing, for success, for good
health, for wealth and honor, and for children, life, and sustenance, for us and for all
Israel. Amen.
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Once, on Rosh Hashana, before the commencement of the Amida and Kaddish, with a
fiery countenance he approached the Omud (lectern) and said: Master of the Universe,
the Czar says that the world is his. Napoleon says that the world ishis. And I, Levi
Yitzchak the son of Sarah Sasha says: Yisgada v'yiskadash shmei raboh! The heart of all
of the listeners melted from his great inspiration and burning passion. Toldos K edushas
Levi par. 74
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Good morning to Y ou, Lord, Master of the Universe. |, Levi Yitzhak, son of Sarah Sasha
of Berditchev, come to Y ou with a Din Torah from Y our people Isragl.

What do Y ou want of Y our people Israel? Look what have Y ou demanded of Y our
people Israel? Everywhere | look it says, "Say to the Children of Israel, " And every other
verse says, "Speak to the Children of Israel.” And over and over, "Command the Children
of Israd."

Father, sweet Father in Heaven, There are many nations in this world. Babylonians,
Persians, Edomites, etc.

The Germans, what do they say? That their king is the only ruler.

The English, what do they say? That their king is supreme. And I, Levi Yitzhak, son of
Sarah Sasha of Berditchev, say, Yisgadal v'yiskadash shmei raboh - Magnified and
sanctified is Thy Name!

And I, Levi Yitzhak, son of Sarah Sasha of Berditchev, say, "From my stand | will not
waver, and from my place | shall not move until there be an end to al this."

Yisgadal v'yiskadash shmei raboh - Magnified and sanctified is Thy Name!

Prologue to Kaddish, Attributed to R. Levi Yitzchak of Berdichev



