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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

Why did Rav Mendel of Vitebsk emigrate to Eretz Yisragl?

Where did he first settle?

Describe the conditionsin which he and hisfollowerslived.

Describe the conditions that prompted Rav Mende to
appoint a successor in White Russia. Who was he?

Who was his successor in Eretz Yisrael ?

This and much more will be addressed in the fourth lecture
of this series. "The Call of the Holy Land: The Life and
Times of Rabbi Menachem Mendel of Vitebsk and the
Hasidic Migration to Eretz Yisradl".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these
guestions in mind as you listen to the tape and read through
the outline. Go back to these questions once again at the
end of the lecture and see how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was
designed as a powerful tool to help you appreciate and
understand the basis of Jewish History. Although the
lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline,
we advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it as well as a handy reference guide
and for quick review.
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THE CALL OF THEHOLY LAND:
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF RABBI MENACHEM MENDEL OF VITEBSK
AND THE HASIDIC MIGRATION TO ERETZ YISRAEL

l. The Cadll of the Holy Land
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Of al of the seven lands that the Holy One, blessed be He, created, He chose only Eretz
Yisradl (the Land of Isradl), asit is stated in Scripture, "The eyes of your G-d are upon
the land from the beginning of the year until the end.” (Deut. 11:12) Another verse reads,
"[l said that] | would not behold G-d in the land of the living (Isragl).” (Isaiah 38:11)
Pirkei D'Rabbi Eliezer Chap. 19
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In the Diasporawe are required to fulfill only those commandments which are a duty of
the body such as tefilin and mezuzos, [not of the land]. The [Sages| explained [that we
are commanded to do so] in order that these mitzvos not be new to us when we return to
the land, for, in essence, all of the mitzvos were meant to be observed by those who dwell
in Hashem's land. It is for that reason that our Sages said in the Sifrei (R'ei) [regarding
the versg], "And you shall conquer the land and settle in there and you shall guard the
commandmentsin order to implement them." (Deut. 11:31-32), "Dwelling in Eretz
Yisrael (the Land of Isradl) isequal to all of the mitzvos of the Torah. . . ." Ramban's
Commentary to Leviticus 18:35
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The following is a quote from the Sefer Chareidim (by R. Elazar Azkari): Thereisa
positive commandment to live in Eretz Yisrael (the Land of Isragl), asit is stated (Deut.
17:14), "And you shall conquer it and dwell therein." Our Sages of blessed memory have
stated in the Sifrel (R'el 12:29) that this mitzvais equal to all of the mitzvos of the Torah.
[In addition] it is stated (See Kesubos 110b) that anyone who leaves the Land of Israel
should be considered like an idolator, asit is stated (Sam | 26:19), "For they have driven
me out this day from having a share in the inheritance of the L-rd, saying, 'Go, serve
other gods." . . . In addition, the Sefer Chareidim wrote on page 60, "Every Jew needsto
cherish Eretz Yisrael (the Land of Isragl) and to come [back] to it [even] from the ends of
the earth. He should be filled with great longing like a child coming back to the bosom of
hismother. . .. Itisfitting that those that are near as well as those who live far away,
outside the land, should long for it and desire it, for just as Hashem has chosen them (the
Jewish people), so has He chosen the Land of Israel and designated it for them. . . ."

R. Yeshayah Horowitz, Shelah, Shaar HaOsios - Emek Berachah 21-22
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It iswell known that prophecy restsonly in Eretz Yisrael (the Land of Isragl). There are
many specia qualities that the Land of Israel possesses. One of them is that no outside
forces have any power or control over it, asit iswritten, "The eyes of Hashem, your G-d,
[watch] over it." It is stated in the Midrash (Shochor Tov) on the verse (Psalms 105:4),
"Seek out Hashem and His strength, always desire His countenance.” Rabbi Y osei ben
Chalaftasaid to Rabbi Yishmael, his son, "If you desire to behold the Shechinah (the
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Divine Presence) in this world, involve yourself in the study of Torah in Eretz Yisrael
(the Land of Isradl), asit is stated, 'Seek out Hashem and His strength, always desire His
countenance." The explanation is that "His strength” refersto Torah . . . "Always desire
His countenance” isreferring to the Land of Isragl asit is stated regarding it, " The eyes of
Hashem, your G-d, always [watch] over it." The Zohar explains an additional special
quality of living in the Land of Israel: Rabbi Y ehudah said, "Meritorious is the portion of
the one who merits to have his dwelling place in the Holy Land, for all who merit it,
merit that the Heavenly dew above descends below and all who merit to be connected in
their lifetime to that Holy Land will merit to be connected afterwards in the Holy Land
above." He also stated further on, "Not only that, but if he meritsthisin hislifetime, he
merits that the Holy Spirit will constantly be drawn upon him. For al of those that dwell
in another domain, aforeign spirit will be drawn upon him." It is evident from the above
that the essential devaikus (clinging) to comprehend the upper worlds can only be
accomplished in the Land of Israel, and especially in Jerusalem, for Jerusalem below is
directly below the Jerusalem above. . . . R. Eliyahu di Vidash, Sefer Reishis
Chachmah, Shaar Teshuva, Chapter 6
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R. Yosal ben R. Haninasaid: ”What was the purpose of those three oaths? (in Shir
HaShirim 2:7) — One, that Israel shall not go up [all together] like awall; the second, that
whereby the Holy One, blessed be He, adjured Israel that they shall not rebel against the
nations of the world; and the third is that whereby the Holy One, blessed be He, adjured
the idolaters that they shall not oppress Israel too much.” Kesubos 111a
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The world derives more benefit from a Tzaddik when he livesin Eretz Yisrael (the Land
of Isragl) than if he wereto livein Chutz L'Aretz (outside of Eretz Yisragl) . . ., for Eretz
Yisrael isthe heart of theworld . . . and just like vitality spreads from the heart, the
source of life, to all of the organs of the body, so too [does this principle apply to] Eretz
Yisrael. When Tzaddikim dwell therein, [spiritual] health spreads to the entire world, for
the health of Eretz Yisrael is dependent upon the Tzaddikim who draw to it the abundant
flow of spiritual energy [and from there, it spreads to the world]. . . . The Tzaddikim of
Chutz L'Aretz, however, are only of benefit to the place in which they live. . .. R.
Avraham Azulai, Sefer Chesed L'Avraham
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Il. Rav Menachem Mendel of Vitebsk
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Our master, the holy Rabbi, R. Menachem Mendel, was born in Vitebsk, (White
Russia-Belarus). His father's name was R. Moshe, of blessed memory. . . . He wasfrom
the first who traveled from our country (Reissin-White Russia-Belarus), to our master,
the Magid of Mezrich, of blessed memory, and was one of his prize disciples. In addition,
he merited to be with the Baal Shem Tov on two occasions. Sefer Bais Rebbi, 1:5
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In previously published accounts, it is written that [R. Mendel] studied as a young man
with the Magid, in the lifetime of the Baal Shem Tov and the Magid took him with him to
the Besht. There is another version that [R. Mendel's] father traveled together with him to
the Baal Shem Tov when [R. Mendel] was only nine years old. We don't have any clarity
in this matter. We do know for sure, however, from one of the descendants of Rav Shneur
Zaman of Liadi, that [R. Mendel] did visit the Baal Shem Tov. [This descendant] related
that once, one of the Tzaddikim (Hasidic Rebbes) of Poland sent to one of our masters (of
Chabad) to seek counsel with him regarding his desireto travel to the Holy Land, may it
be speedily rebuilt. His answer was that at the time when Eretz Yisragl was at the highest
level, it had the power to uplift a person. Now, however, it has fallen greatly and no
longer hasthat power. On the contrary, a person hasto lift it up. The person who has the
power to lift up the Land of Israel must be on avery lofty spiritual level. Without it, a
person isin grave danger. Thiswas only possible for a person such as R. Menachem
Mendel of Horodok and that was only because he visited the Baal Shem Tov twice. Sefer
BaisRebbi 1:5
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When HaRav R. Mendel of Minsk (Vitebsk) was here this past winter adjacent to the true
Gaon, that man of G-d, our master R. Eliyahu, the chasid, he didn't see him the entire
winter. He said that [R. Mendel] accepted an interpretation of a certain passage of the
Zohar which was explained by their sect (lit. family) in a manner which contains within it
words of heresy and Kabbalistic formulations which are very terrible. When the
documents from Shklov were delivered here, to the holy community of Vilna, the Gaon
then declared that the community of Shklov is correct in its conclusion that the
aforementioned sect are heretics whose status is such that they should be lowered to a pit
and not released. Letter #6, Zmir Aritzim V'Charbos Tzurim, 1772
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At the time of the passing of the Magid of Mezrich, Rav Menachem Mendel lived in
Minsk. After his passing, he returned to Vitebsk and finally moved to Horodok, whichis
closeto Vitebsk. There he began to widely reveal the precious teachings of the Baal
Shem Tov and the Mezricher Magid which heretofore were only known in our country
(Reisin-White Russia-Belarus) to those few who had personally come to the Magid. In
this manner, this light began to be revealed to al. At this time, many of our countrymen
began to travel to him, to drink with thirst his holy words. His colleagues (Rav Avraham
of Kalisk, Rav Yisrael of Politzk, and Rav Shneur Zalman) also traveled to him. Even the
Rabbis and Tzaddikim of Poland would tremble at the very mention of his name and
[thereby] his good name spread throughout the land. He served as a spiritual leader in our
country for approximately four years until the year 5537 (1777). Sefer Bais Rebbi 1:5
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There were difficulties, however, because as R. Menachem Mendel began to reveal the
bright light of the Baal Shem Tov and the Magid, the discord with the Misnagdim
(opponents of the Hasidim) began to increase as their jealousy and hatred reached even
greater heights and the tale bearers brought more testimony before the Gaon of Vilna, of
blessed memory. While they had, up until thistime, only repeated "rumors', now they
actually gave eye witness reports that the Hasidim were not acting in accordance with the
Torah. The Vilner Gaon was aroused to pursue the Hasidim with greater zeal and our
brotherhood (Anshel Shlomeinu) were the victims of beatings and floggings. . . . [Despite
this,] Hasidism spread its wings over the breadth of our country. Sefer Bais Rebbi 1:5
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My beloved brethren and friends who safeguard the Torah and Divine service, Anshel
Shlomainu (trusted members of our group), of the minyan of the holy community of
Vilna. May Hashem be with you forever. . . . Behold, we originally went to the home of
the Gaon of Vilna, may he be protected, in order to engage him in debate and to dispel
his criticism against us. Thisiswhile | was with the Rav HaChasid R. Mendel Horodoker
(Vitebsker), ztll"h, but he closed the door on us on two occasions. When the |eadership of
the city spoke to him and said, "Our master, behold their renowned Rav has come to
debate with his honor. When he will be defeated, there will surely be peacein Israel." He
rejected their entreaties, however, without giving them sufficient cause. When they began
to pressure him in earnest, he abruptly left the city. He stayed away until the day of our
departure from the city, asiswell known by the elders of the city. ... Wetraveled to the
holy community of Shklov in order to debate with them, but we were not successful and
they acted towards us in a despicable manner. They reneged on their promise not to cause
us any harm when they saw that they had nothing to counter our arguments. It was then
that they went against us with force. They based their position upon the Gaon of Vilna,
may Hashem protect him. Letter from R. Shneur Zalman of Liadi to the Hasidim of
Vilna, 1797, Igros HaK odesh, | geres #34



Series X 7 Lecture #4

1. Rav Menachem Mendel and the Resettling of the Holy Land
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Blessed be Hashem who has kept us alive and sustained us and brought us to the Holy
Land on thefifth of Elul, 5537 (1777) in peace. Very few were lost on the way. Even that
ship that [was driven off course] toward Crimea had very few passengers [to begin with].
[Thankfully,] ... those noted individuals who survived the shipwreck were saved in a
supernatural manner. . . . Hashem blessed my journey as we transversed the Black Seain
only forty eight hours and most of us traveled together in one ship and traveled over the
Mediterranean [from Turkey to Eretz Yisrael] in only seven days. The other group made
the trip in [only] nine days. Behold there was a group who traveled from the city of
Constantinople for the purpose of visiting the graves of their ancestors whose trip lasted
twenty two days, [instead of seven or nin€]. . . . Behold when we traveled on land to the
[port of] Galati, through al of Walachia (Romania), which lasted approximately a week,
we encountered absolutely no opposition. R. Yisrad of Palitzik, 9 lyar 5538 (1778)
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Many impoverished people assembled and came [to Eretz Yisrael]. Even though at first
glance it would seem that these people acted foolishly in relying on miracles and
compromising their lives together with the lives of their wives and children, nonethel ess,
after deliberation, | realized that the intention and attitude of many of them was truly for
the sake of Heaven, these are [among] the outstanding members of our community,
masters of Torah and Divine service. | am referring to those who remained in the Holy
Land, for although large numbers of them joined us to come to Eretz Yisrael
HakKedoshah (holy), many of them turned back; some in the middle of the way, some by
the sea shore and others by Istanbul. In addition, through our great sins from the effects
of the evil eye (from jealousy), when one ship [of ours] was wrecked, the survivors
returned home. [Furthermore,] a great number of them returned home after arriving in the
Holy Land, for they didn't have the merit of settling in it. Behold, had they all come, they
would have covered the face of the land. Of those who stayed here with us, those who
joined up with us, their [seeming] foolishness was successful, for [it was actually
motivated by] their wisdom which stood them in good stead. They are truly G-d fearing
and perfect in their ways. Thisbeing the case, | now ask you, O noblemen, ariseto assist
Hashem with the mighty ones. Behold that was directed by Hashem. His mouth
commanded and His breath assembled them. Similarly, a group of Sephardim from the
holy community of Tunis came at that time [to join us], agroup of approximately one
hundred and thirty souls. Some of them were wealthy and others poor. Some were
learned and others were unlearned. It is not for us to delve into the hidden matters of
Hashem and ask why this was so.

Behold my witnessisin Heaven. My Father in Heaven is my witness that | did not
encourage them to join us. On the contrary, | yelled at them and argued with those [who |
knew were planning on coming]. [In fact,] | wasn't even aware of the presence of most of
them. Behold, I, in my impoverished state prepared, with G-d's help, enough to sustain
myself. Amongst those that were with my group were those that were economically well
off and philanthropically inclined. We didn't have the ability, however, to sustain the
others that joined us and we feel under tremendous strain. We have already spent
hundreds of large coins on their behalf and we have no source to replenish the loss
(literally: The soil taken out of a pit cannot refill its cavity). Most certainly thisisthe case
today when none of us can find alivelihood because of our unfamiliarity with the local
language and customs. Each one of usis subsisting on the money which we brought,
which cannot sustain the community. Y ou can clearly see that we were almost
immediately forced to send the elder scholar, R. Yisragl Politzker. . .. Thesearethe
words of the truly humble Menachem Mendel b. HaRav M oshe, of blessed memory.
5538 (1778), Tzefas. Sefer Pri HaAretz, Letter 2
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We cameto the Holy Land, to the holy city of Tzefas, may it be speedily rebuilt and
established in our own days, myself and my entire family, the young and old, together
with our entire group, more than three hundred souls in all, and together with our great
master, the holy and famous Hasid, R. Menachem Menddl. . . . At thistime, Hashem
shined forth his compassion and great kindness.. . . and we found in Tzefas many large
and goodly houses that were unoccupied (for the last seventeen years since the great
earthquake of 1760). At the moment we are davening (praying) in the synagogue of the
Bais Yosef (R. Yosef Caro). There are three synagogues that remain standing and many
which are desolate [and in need of repair). In addition, they are building a new synagogue
for us. Weimmerse ourselves in the mikveh of the Arizal. We pray at the graves of the
holy and great [tzaddikim], especially the Arizal, as well as by the graves of the Neviim,
Tanaim, and Amoraim, of blessed memory. . . . In thelittle that | have tasted [of the
land], my eyes have become more enlightened than al of the daysthat | lived in Chutz
L'Aretz (outside of the land of Isragl). | have merited much. . . . One can't begin to
describe the great peace that restsin the holy city of Tzefas. Behold, there is plenty of
room for everyone and it will be possible to find a livelihood as soon as we settle. We are
not familiar, however, as of yet, with the language and customs of the land. Even now,
every type of food is available in the market place as well as other items. The only
problem is with the grain which is very expensive due to a plague of locusts and the war
that only recently ended. ... R.Yisrad of Politzik, 9 lyar 5538 (1778)
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We found that the city was peaceful and calm, after having experienced acivil war in
which everyone was afraid to leave their place. We actually see the great kindness which
Hashem acted towards us that a state of peace had just been inaugurated right before we
came to the sanctity of the land, the source of life. We can't begin to relate the
tremendous sanctity of the land and its extraordinary praises. . . . | want to inform you of
the great kindness that Hashem showered upon us that we found grace in the eyes of all
of the Sefardim and Ashkenazim who livein the cities of Israel. They view themselves as
mere grasshoppers in comparison to our brotherhood [of Hasidim]. For they have sent
messages from the holy city of Jerusalem, begging us to settle amongst them. In addition,
the city of Tiberias has frequently requested us to live amongst them. We visited the holy
city of Tiberias, may it be speedily rebuilt and established in our own days, on Rosh
Chodesh Shevat and we stayed there about two weeks. To them it felt like only afew
days because of the great love and desire that each one of them has that we dl live
together. The great and famous man of G-d, R. Menachem Mendel, made a shidduch
(matrimonial match) for his extraordinary son, R. Moshe, with the daughter of a great
scholar, famous for his Torah, piety and wealth. He gave a dowry of a sum of eight
hundred lion thalers. He is from the most precious and prestigious Sefardim in Jerusalem.
This scholar is a mechutan (related through marriage) to the Chief Rabbi of Tiberias who
has just been appointed to become the Rav of alarge province in the Ottoman Empire.
All of the Sefardim are aware of the testimony that was gathered in Chutz L'Aretz
(outside of Isragl) [against the Hasidim]. Through the kindness of Hashem, however, they
viewed it with derision and scorn . . . just asit is viewed by the members of our
brotherhood [of Hasidim]. . . . Avraham b. R. Alexander Katz, of blessed memory [of
Kalisk]. Pri HaAretz, Letter 3, 5538 (1778)
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Behold, it was my way before coming to Eretz Yisrael to desire unity. But what can | do
when the go between concocted lies to depict us as evil people before the countenance of
the lion (the Gaon of Vilna). . . . Since they are all speaking against usin the worst
possible terms and the people are like glowing coals, [burning] each other without
compassion, it isimpossible that there be peace amongst us. . .. Sefer Pri HaAretz, R.
Menachem Mendel, Letter 1
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Behold, Hashem knows that they testified falsely against us. Behold, | am standing today
on the holy land, and may Hashem be my witness, for | swear in His name, that thereis
not the dlightest taint in our beliefs, G-d forbid, nor do we deny our holy Torah, neither
the Torah Shebikesav (written Torah) nor the Torah Shebaal Peh (the Ora Torah), nor
any Rabbinic fence. . . Hashem is also our witness that we forgive all those that have
hurt and angered us. May Hashem forgive all those who have done us bodily or monetary
harm. We ask that Hashem not harm them in the least for their intention was for the sake
of Heaven. If | have sinned against their honor, for they are far greater than |, |, and my
group, ask forgiveness from them. . . . | am certain that the community of the faithful
city, will repay faithfulness to the faithful. Letter from R. Menachem Mendel of
Vitebsk to theleader ship of the Jewish community of Vilna
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V. Difficulties and the Maintenance of the Settlement
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Behold, at the time we came to the Holy Land, we found it destroyed and desolate and
there was no person to serve the L-rd in truth. The Ashkenazim who originally lived there
are lacking intelligence and torment and distress those who serve Hashem. There are
exceptions, though. The elder scholar, R. Wolf Stanover, and R. Uri of the holy
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community of Vilna, truly desire to serve Hashem. The new immigrants, who recently
came from Volhyn, Podolia, and the Ukraine, even though we spent a great fortune on
them, as we saw them in an impoverished and humbled state, after we were no longer
able to support them, joined forces with the other Ashkenazim to torment and curse us,
especially, HaRav . . . and also . . . In the city of Tzefas we only found completely evil
people, believersin Shabbtai Tzvi, may his name be blotted. The Ashkenazim joined
forces with them and oppressed us terribly. This was combined with poverty, humiliation,
and actually danger of life. The governor, may his name be blotted, came to us with false
claims and threatened us saying, "I swear that I'll put all of you in chains!" Because of
this, | became ill and bedridden for several months this past year. But the worst thing is
the immense Chilul Hashem (desecration of G-d's name), as they taunted us the entire
time saying, "Whereisyour G-d ..." | can't begin to describe the degradation and
humiliation that those that fear Hashem (Hasidim) experienced. We literally became a
laughing stock in their eyes. Behold we have already suffered at the hands of the evil
onesin Chutz L'Aretz (outside of the Land of Israel) but it was only infinitesimal
compared to what we experienced here.

But now we wish to express our thanks to the Almighty for what he has done for us.
Blessed be Hashem who has provided for us salvation and has lifted the destitute from
the dust and dung heap, by bringing us the great Rabbi, Shlomo Zaman HaK ohen, our
emissary, in health together with sufficient funds. He brought with him letters and rulings
of the elder Gaon and the trustees of the Land of Israel Fund in the city of Brody to
correct the past and pay off the debts of the individuals and the community and, even
more importantly, they instituted a regular dependable system for the yearly distribution
of funds. Who can relate the power and miracles that Hashem has wrought. Thisisthe
beginning of the Redemption as His nhame has become glorified and sanctified in the eyes
of all, as[our enemies] have become seized with fright and have no place to flee and
hide. May Hashem remove the evil from the land and may it become filled with those
that serve Him (Hasidim) as part of His complete redemption. Amen. . . . Behold my
friends, brothers and colleagues, you should surely know that | realize without a doubt
that the suffering that passed upon us these last three years is the suffering that is entailed
with [settling] Eretz Yisragl (See Berachos 5a). . . . If someone says that this suffering is
asaresult of our traveling with alarge contingent and with public fanfare, and that awise
man can avoid such suffering, [he is simply misguided]. . . . It isnot in our hands to avoid
such suffering. . . . Because of the agony that we experienced through the governor, |
went with my dear friend, the great Rav and holy lamp, R. Avraham HaKohen, [of
Kalisk], may hislamp shine brightly, to the holy city of Tiberias. We saw clearly that the
Sefardim of that holy city are tzaddikim and of perfect faith, especialy the erudite R.
David Ashkenazi. . . . Sefer Pri HaAretz, Letter 4, 5541 (1781)
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We are expressing our thanks to Hashem for all of the good that He did for the Jewish
people to save, before our very eyes, through our efforts, the remnant of our Jewish
brethren and their households from the famine, plague, and sword that was all around us
and which affected the surrounding countryside which was in a state of upheaval, asis
well known. . . . Thisinvolved inordinate expense due to the prolonged famine and the
terrible conditions.. . . It was impossible for us to borrow money. [Our only recourse was
to] buy inferior merchandise for exorbitant sums on credit with interest and to
immediately resell the merchandise at alossin order to gain enough money to sustain us.
Because of thiswe incurred tremendous debts with immense pressure for repayment from
the creditors. So many creditors cameto us at one time that they blocked our way [on the
street] and we could barely escape them. Afterwards, it became impossible to obtain any
more loans from the city and we couldn't even obtain them from the merchants of Acco.
We simply ran out of money to purchase any food and bought food and other necessities
on interest of three times the amount. By the time the money came in from Chutz L'Aretz,
we couldn't obtain food even through that means. Blessed be Hashem who sustained us
through the monies sent through our emissary and we were able to pay off some of our
debt and with the rest of the monies were able to sustain ourselves temporarily. Hashem
finaly had compassion for His people and the plague stopped by mid Kislev. Blessed be
the G-d of Israel. Sefer Pri HaAretz, Letter 16, 5546 (1786)

V. Appointing New Leadership in Chutz L'Aretz and the Collection of Funds
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Behold, you have great leadersto guideyou . . . R. Yisrael Politzker . . ., R. Yissacher
Ber Segal, Magid of Lubavitch, and R. Shneur Zalman, may Hashem protect them. . . .
Theland is already subdued and the inhabitants are in dread of us and Hashem has foiled
the plans of our enemies and they have fallen in the pit that they dug for us. If Hashem
helps us that we needn't worry about our livelihood, we are prepared to pray on behalf of
our brethren that Hashem fulfill all of their needs. . . . We hereby reiterate the decree
which was made by the aforementioned Rabbis that all of the monies that are collected
shall not be used for any other purpose, even for the use of a mitzva, and most certainly
not to loan them out to travelers to cover their expenses, for these monies sustain our very
lives. . .. You well know that we do not desire [to amass] money, G-d forbid. The
expenses of living in the Holy Land are enormous and believe us that for our basic needs
we need to spend a sum of five Polish Rendelich (coins). Those who live in our former
lands have no idea of the suffering we go through in order to live here. The crux of the
problem is that the [precious metal] coin which in Eretz Yisrael is called Piareh has the
buying power of only a perutain Chutz L'Aretz, even when things are very cheap.
Because of this, the cost of living in Eretz Yisrael isfour to five timeswhat it isin Chutz
L'Aretz. Thisis absolutely true and obvious.
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Behold, from our country, (Reissin-White Russia-Belarus) we only received the sum of
which you know. From Volhyn, even though we received from them last year enough to
barely satisfy our needs, this year we only received fifty red (gold) coins for both of us.
They have acommon saying [in Volhyn] that as soon as | began to serve them in the
capacity of being G-d's servant (i.e. aMagid) to rebuke them openly, but with concealed
love, | moved to Reissin. These [warm] feelings are felt even more as regards my beloved
friend HaRav Avraham HaKohen [of Kalisk]. If they, with all of their feelings of love,
don't help us, who can we turn to? Y ou should know that if our minds would be clear
without being burdened with making alivelihood, it would be of great benefit to us and
to al of the Jewish people. Wetruly trust in Hashem. Therefore, our brothers, the love of
our souls, you should be successful in al of your endeavors [on our behalf] and we will,
inturn, pray on your behalf for spiritual, physical and monetary success. . . . Tiberias. . .
The truly humble Menachem Mendel b. R. Moshe, of blessed memory, and Avraham b.
Alexander Katz [of Kalisk], of blessed memory.  Sefer Pri HaAretz, Letter 5, 5542
(1782)
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Regarding the question of choosing one of the celebrated Tzaddikim and bringing him to
Russia (Reissin) to guide them on the right path: Since you have asked my opinion in the
matter, you are required to trust me and my words, which are said without any personal
motivation, G-d forbid, for | am a G-d fearing person. . . . Heaven is my witness that |
love al of the renowned Tzaddikim of Volhyn and Lithuania. None of them are suspect
inmy eyes, G-d forbid. . . . | want to let you know the true reason [why | don't want them
to come]. | know you well for along time. There is one character flaw that is capable of
destroying both the simple of faith and the evil. That is the impurity of pride which
contaminates a person in his lifetime and beyond. This problem especially appliesto you.
Behold, aslong as you are faithful to me, | am able to topple this pride from you and to
strengthen this trait of humility. | am certain that you will further continue to strengthen
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yourself in thistrait as long as you don't begin to seek other paths. In actuality, danger
lurks for you in all of the other paths that you may take. For you will not completely
absorb the new path and you will still be holding on to the path [of pride]. G-d forbid you
will lose what you have aready acquired. If you listen to my advice. . . you should cling
to the aforementioned tzaddikim and Hasidim, (R. Yissacher Ber of Lubavitch and R.
Shneur Zalman of Liozni). Sefer Pri HaAretz, Letter 8, 5544 (1784)
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Our beloved friends, you should be aware of the great pain which we experienced over
the delay of the ship for over four months. During that time, the Kollel Ashkenazim
needed no less than six hundred red (gold) coins. The creditors put tremendous pressure
on usfor that time of payment had already passed. It was very difficult to borrow any
more money but all the while our needs had to be met. We were forced to borrow on
interest fifty [coins] and pay back a hundred and we had to provide pledges for each loan.
Even this was miraculous. Other loans were made, a pruta at atime. Life here became
unbearable. Thisis besides the anxiety we had for the welfare of the ship . . . which we
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experienced until it arrived with our emissary and the Rav of Biachov and the great R.
Aharon. They al arrived in peace by mid Adar | together with all of the money and
various letters. . . from all my friends and members of the brotherhood . . . My dear
brothers, what do | ask of you but to love our dearest and true friend, whose soul is bound
up in our souls, R. Shneur Zalman, may his lamp shine, the greatest of his brethren, who
should be exalted by his brethren. Y ou are al required to honor him, for he has greatly
troubled himself and traveled a great distance in order to hear the words of the living G-d.
It is he who we have appointed to be the spiritual leader of your country in order that
Hashem's community not be like sheep without a shepherd. It isclear to methat if you
desire to choose anyone else over you, even if he be a complete tzaddik, it will only be
bitter for you in the end. Much Apikursus (heresy) has been injected in [their] disciples,
for I know all of the Hasidim in their country, both the good and the bad. For not
everyone can receive [ Torah] just from anyone. It is a special person who can do that, the
"wise one who can learn from any person.” (See Avos 4:1) Thereis also the statement of
Chazal to consider: Sages be careful with your words. . . lest you be condemned to exile
and your disciples who come after you will drink of thewaters. . . Similarly, in our
situation, we are very concerned for those who will not understand their language and the
ways of the Tzaddikim which they accept upon themselves. They don't know nor
understand. They walk in darkness and the very foundations of the earth totter. For this
reason, we have said that you place upon yourselves one of your dear brethren, [R.
Shneur Zalman], who was concerned only for his spiritual well being and traveled a great
distance to seek Hashem. He considered himself mere dust under the feet of the
Tzaddikim to hear the words of Hashem that were so preciousin hiseyes. Thereisno
one guide and Rav like him in your country, for he loves you with all his heart more than
abrother. Heisrighteous, he isatzaddik, and heisupright. . . .

Behold, while [R. Menachem Mendel] was still alive this letter was finished in its
entirety. Unfortunately he wasn't ableto sign it before he passed away. . . . R. Avraham b.
R. Alexander [of Kalisk]. Sefer Pri HaAretz, Letter 24, 5548 (1788)
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VI. The Death of R. Menachem Mendel of Vitebsk
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... The Cloud of Glory has been removed . . . He suffered a prolonged illness from the
beginning of Av 5547 (1787) until the second day of Rosh Chodesh lyar 5548 (1788).
The only respite he had from his illness was on the Days of Awe (Rosh Hashanaand

Y om Kippur) and Purim. On the Days of Awe, he led the services as was his custom and
with all hislimbs he said that there is none but Hashem. . . . Also on Purim, even though
he was extremely weak, he fortified himself and came to the synagogue to hear the public
reading of the Megilah . . . In the interim, his sickness returned and he suffered asa
tzaddik, bearing the sins of Israel. He was so weak and his flesh so emaciated, he no
longer looked human. Only hisintelligence remained strong and clear and he spoke with
great lucidity and a sharp mind. . . . A short time before his death he warned those
standing arounding him, "Distance yourselves from me, for Hashem is standing by me!"
Almost immediately they returned back and he repeatedly spoke to them [in the same
manner] until hisfinal tremors. His son asked him regarding the nature of the tremors and
he told him that thisisthe last stage of life. Just as he finished, his soul departed. . . .
Sefer Pri HaAretz, Letter 25, lyar 5548 (1788)
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VII.  The Teacher of Humility
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He was extremely meek and humble. His colleagues, the disciples of the Mezricher
Magid, asserted that his soul originated from the Sefira of Malchus (kingship) which
contains both dignity and humility together. Outwardly, he acted with dignity. His
clothing was ornate with clasps connecting [the two sides of his coat] closed from top to
bottom. There was no dust on his clothing and he would wear an exquisite hat . . .
Inwardly, however, he considered himself to be completely null and void, meek in the
fullest sense, asis evident from his letters, which he would sign, "The truly humble."
Sefer Bais Rebbi, 1:5
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We have all received the teaching [from R. Menachem Mendel] regarding the specia
quality of humility and meekness. With Hashem's help we have become despised in our
own eyes. We are assured that, through this, Hashem will cause his Shechina to dwell
within us. Letter sent by R. Zalman Vilner in the year 5546 (1786) to the Hasidim in
Chutz L'Aretz
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Therefore, the only correct way to serve Hashem isto first express His praise and to
remember one's miniscule worth and the depth of one's degraded state. How can a person
who was formed from a dense material substance, dust from the ground, actually see with
his own eyes, hear with his own ears or understand with his own heart? It is only through
the constant creation of Hashem who is the source of hearing and seeing (Psalms 94:9). A
person has the ability to speak only through the power infused to him by Hashem asitis
stated, "My L-rd, open my lips..." (Psalms 51:17). Even hisfeelings of love or fear
originate from Hashem, for who isit who lovesif not the life force of Hashem that
permeates his spirit . . . And what is the nature of the love? Behold, it is hewn from the
very essence of the Divine which spreads and is bound and united with thislower world
and is concentrated in this miniature world which is man (Tikunei Zohar 70 p. 130b).
Everywhere a person stands he is actually standing within Hashem, for He is the place of
the world, surrounding all the worlds and filling the worlds. . . . Thus, [when a person
negates his feeling of self,] he automatically loves all of Israel, even the evil of Isragl,
because of his true understanding and knowledge that they are close to him and heis
connected with them. Behold, he [views himself] as an ordinary person, without any
special qualities except those with which he is graced by Heaven. Therefore, when he
elevates himself to be in a state of Divinelove, al [of Israel is] elevated together with
him, thousands of them, for when he has the character traits necessary to be in such a
state, he views himself to be part of one single soul in every aspect of his personality.
Behold he is bound together with thousands and ten thousands of humanity. For this
reason, when he rises, the whole world rises with him. Sefer Pri HaAretz, R.
Menachem Mendd of Vitebsk, Shoftim
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The Admor of Slonim, the author of the Divrel Shmuel, stated that Rabbi Mendel [of
Vitebsk] considered himself to be the lowliest person [on earth]. That iswhy when he
ascends spiritually, the whole nation ascends together with him. Thisis akin to lifting up
the foundation of a structure. When it is lifted up, the whole building, which rest upon it,
risesaswell. Yesod HaM aaleh, R. Aaron Suraski, p. 20
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Rabbi Mendel used to explain to hisfollowersthat if a the time a Jew performsa
mitzvah or prays, he entertains prideful thoughts, it is a sign that they have thrown him
out of the palace of the King, for how can a person feel haughty in the presence of the
great and awesome King, may His Name be blessed. I bid. p. 30
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VIIl. ThePsychic Mystic

A.
anm AR H7In 2”177 1912 12 PR D°5YI 0°23W3 0273 7277 11°27 OWa YW T

1175 /K 11 927 N°2 /0 7732 0°931 1R X712 NI™IPYn 957710 1°RT7 1779 °n22 “Rw

According to our master (R. Shneur Zalman), amongst the high and lofty qualitiesthat R.
Mendd possessed, was his [psychic] ability to sense [lit. smell] the truth. . . . All of the
concealed matters of people were revealed to him. Sefer Bais Rebbi 1:5
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R. Avraham of Slonim, the Saba Kadisha, related that when the disciples of R. Mendel,
the [holy] brotherhood of those who were with him in Eretz Yisrael, would stand before
him, they were careful to control even their thoughts, for nothing was hidden from him
and he would reveal to them all of their innermost thoughts. He also said that the
[disciples] were @l of great stature, each one of them having the ability to lead a
community. Yesod HaM aaleh, R. Aaron Suraski, p. 24
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Y ou should realize, my beloved Anash (members of the Hasidic brotherhood), that | am
akin to an emissary representing the nobility of the land in the palace of the king.
Nothing regarding the welfare of the country, whether physically or spiritually, is hidden
fromme. .. especialy my dear friends whom | envision standing before me always.
They are engraved on the tablet of my heart when | pray and when | meditatein my
home. . .. Letter from R. M enachem Mendel of Vitebsk, 5541 (1781)
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| heard in the name of the Rav, the Hasid, R. Mendel, z'l, who was the spiritual leader of
the Ashkenazic community in Tiberias, that if a person experiences pain when he doesn't
feel himself to be in Hashem's presence, [even if] for only ashort while, asit is stated
(Psalms 16:8), "l place Hashem before me dways', and he views this lapse as agrave sin,
such aperson is considered to be very worthy. . . . Chida, Sefer Y osef Tehilos
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The Admor of Slonim, R. Avraham, the author of the Bais Avraham, stated that the
essential Divine service of R. Mendel was in the area of simple faith which transcends
logic. Even if a Jew sees no way in which he can improve his actions, he should
strengthen himself and believe with complete faith that Hashem will help him to improve.
Yesod HaM aaleh, R. Aaron Suraski, p. 42



