SERIES XVIII LECTURE IV

7703
CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. Inwhat way were Jewsin the Middle Ages able to limit the rights of
residence in their respective communities?

2.  Inwhat manner could they join together for mutual security?

3.  Describe the state of religious commitment and knowledge in the small
rural Jewish communities of the pre-modern era.

4.  Name three of the most famous Court Jews of the pre-modern era.
5. Which of the Court Jews is most associated with the city of Halberstadt?

This and much more will be addressed in the fourth lecture of this series:
"The Court Jews: Their Wealth and Influence".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions in mind as
you listen to the lecture and read through the outline. Go back to these
guestions once again at the end of the lecture and see how well you answer
them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book were designed as a powerful
tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of Jewish History.
Although the lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline, we
advise you to read the outline to enhance your comprehension. Use it, as well,
as a handy reference guide and for quick review.

Thislectureisdedicated to the honor and merit of
Dr. and Mrs. Paul and Meri Zidel and their children.
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In a dangerous situation, where members of acity fled to an outlying rura community, aslong as
the danger still persists, the members of that rural community cannot prevent the refugees from
conducting business in a manner sufficient for them to earn a livelihood. To the extent of their
meager business revenue, they are required to share in the financia burden of the [rural]
community. Although they are still tax payers in the principle city, the rural community cannot
prevent them [from earning a living]. Similarly, in a situation where the members of a city wish
to expel someone from the city, as he has no rights of residence, they cannot do so until he is
able to collect [all] his debts. During the interim, he can conduct business sufficient for him to
earn a livelihood. There are those that maintain that the ruling that the person [who has fled] is
required to pay taxes only in proportion to his [temporary] income was only stated in the case
where the rural community does not wish to grant him a residency permit. If they are willing,
however, to grant him such a permit, then the person is required to either immediately pay the
full amount of community taxes or to leave and go on his way. There are those that disagree with



Series XVIII 2 Lecture #4

this ruling. - In a situation where members of one city conduct business in another city, [the city
where the business is conducted] cannot force those people to pay [the full amount of] taxes as
they [would normally desire]. They can tell them, however, that they should either pay [the city]
a specific amount [in taxes] or be denied their rights to trade within the city. . . . If they desire,
however, to settle in that city and pay the full amount in taxes equal to any other community
member, there are those that maintain that anyone has the right to move where he so desires and
the origina settlers of that community have no rights to stop him. There are others that disagree,
however, and say that the origina members of the community do have the rights to prevent
someone from moving in, especialy presently that we live under foreign domination and there is
reason to fear that, if the population increases, the Gentiles will cause damage [to the
community]. Therefore, one who comes to settle in a community has the status of a rodef (a
pursuer). Consequently, if the members of the city can [figuratively] lock the door and arrange
that the ruling powers protest against someone moving in, or through some other means, they
have the rights to do so. There are places where the custom is that the community can impose the
[refusal of] rights of residency through a cherem (a ban). In such a situation, they can force one
[to leave the community] even though such powers may not be [normally] afforded to them by
[Talmudic] law. The community also has the power to decree that no one is allowed to do
business with those who come to settle without permission. If there is a Rav in the city, he can
decree that the city must allow a specific person to move to the city, provided that the person isa
disciple of the Rav. There are those who say that the cherem (ban) regarding permission of
settlement does not apply to a talmid chacham (a Torah scholar), for he can live wherever he so
chooses. . . . It was the custom of the earlier generations that a person loses his rights of
residence if he left the city for a period of twelve months and indicated [at the time] that he had
made the decision not to return. If, however, he indicated that he was planning to return, he does
not lose his rights of residence, even after three years. There are those that maintain that even
when he made no indication at al, he till does not lose his rights of residence. Gloss to
Shulchan Aruch Choshen Mishpat 156:7
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In my humble opinion, it appears to me that al of the communities that are certainly in the path
of danger (literally: are about to drink the poisonous cup) if the matter is not taken care of to the
extent possible, are required to shoulder the burden of rescuing the holy community of
Regensburg, for it is their rescue as well. If [Regensburg] is not rescued, G-d forbid, the opposite
will be true. Even though, at this time, they are only libeling the holy community of Regensburg,
eventually the tragedy will affect them as well and they are to be considered equally in danger
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and are required to help with the expenses [of averting the tragedy] by saving the holy
community of Regensburg, may the Rock and Redeemer protect them. . . . Because the city of
Nuremberg as well as the other citiesin Germany are not allowed to issue a written decree due to
their fear of the various governmental authorities or for what ever reason, |, the unworthy one
[lit. the youth], am coming to strengthen their words, even though their words really don’'t need
any strengthening. | hereby decree upon al of the residents of Germany, man, woman, family,
individuals and groups, not to disobey my Masters who have assembled in Nuremberg and pay
all that has been levied upon each and every community, individuals or groups, to assist with the
costs involved with this vile libel which they have insidiously spread against our brethren in the
holy community of Regensburg. Everyone is required to pay the exact amount which has been
levied upon them by our Rabbis. They shouldn’t refuse or resist. Teshuvos Rav Y osef Kolon 4
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Question: The following incident occurred in a village made up of thirteen householders (baalei
batim). They had designated an appropriate room as a synagogue in which they prayed in a
minyan on adaily basis. When the yomim noraim (days of awe) arrived, the nearest capable baal
tokea (expert shofar blower) lived at a distance of six parsangs (thirteen and a half miles).
Because of the danger involved in travel at that time, because of the wartime conditions that then
existed, he was only willing to come if he was to be prepayed a sum of twenty reichsthaler, as he
was afraid that otherwise they might renege on their promise and only give what they normally
give him, i.e. six reichsthaler. The aforementioned householders met together to decide whether
to give him the amount that he requested. Six of them argued that they pay [the baal tokea] the
amount that he requested so that they will be able to fulfill their responsibilities on the yomim
noraim. Seven of them, however, argued that they have no wish to spend so much of their money
for this purpose, as they were poor people and it was beyond their means. The six argued that the
seven had no right to outvote them, even though they were the majority, as the six represented
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the bulk of the support of the community. They also argued that [following the majority] would
contradict the verse (Exodus 23:2), “Y ou shall not follow a multitude to do evil,” for it certainly
would be evil and bitter to forsake this great mitzvah that only comes once a year. All of them
came before their melamed (teacher of school age children) who was referred to by them as,
“Rabbi”. With great confidence and “authority” he told them that he had just studied a very same
law in a Mishna in Peah with his students. It is stated in Peah 4.1, “Even if ninety nine [of the
poor] urge distribution [of the peah by the owner of the field] and one only is [in favor] of
competitive grabbing, the latter is listened to, since his claim is in accordance with the
halachah.” So too, [he continued,] we listen to the voice of the six, even if only one of them
would voice such an opinion. He who argues otherwise is making an error against a Mishnaic
ruling. - Some time later | heard that they followed the words of their “Rabbi” as if they had
received it a Mount Sinai. [It was also told to me that those six whom the fear of G-d had
touched their hearts agreed that if the others would stubbornly refuse to pay their share, then they
alone would pay the baal tokea his fee and they would make a stipulation with him that he only
have in mind to blow the shofar on their behalf and not on behalf of the others] | wrote a letter
to the “Rabbi” containing many terrible curses as it came to my attention through this incident
that he had made many erroneous rulings. In order that he not complain against [my
interference], | wrote to him, explaining to him that the Mishna has no relevance to this case. . . .
If the majority of the community were poor, even if some of them would agree [that the
community] spend the money, those who refuse are in the right, for in such a case we follow that
which is dictated by the halacha, and not by their persona decisions. Even if the amount
collected would be in accordance with their persona worth, nonetheless, the poor person is not
required to spend even a little more than is required due to his dire circumstances. . . ., Teshuvos
Chavos Yair 186

. Wealth of the Community and the Wheel of Fortune
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R. Shimon b. Lakish said: This people [Israel] are compared to a vine: its branches are the
aristocracy, its clusters the scholars, its leaves the common people, its twigs (knots) those in
Israel that are void of learning. This is what was meant when word was sent from there
[Palesting]. Let the clusters pray for the leaves, for were it not for the leaves the clusters could
not exist. Chullin 92a
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“[And you shall take on the first day] the fruit of the hadar tree (esrog),” (Leviticus 23:40) is an
alusion to Yisrael (the Jewish people). Just like the esrog has a pleasant fragrance and is
nourishing, so too Yisrael contains within it those who are masters of Torah and have performed
good deeds. “[The tight] frond of a pam tree” (ibid.) isan alusion to Yisrael. Just asa pam tree
has nutritious food but does not possess a fragrance, so too there are those of Yisrael who are
masters of Torah but did not perform good deeds. “ The branch of the myrtle (avos) tree” (ibid.)
isan alusion to Yisradl. Just as a myrtle has a fragrance but does contain food, so too there are
those amongst Yisrael who have performed good deeds but do not possess Torah. “The willows
of the brook” (ibid.) alludes to Yisrael. Just like the willow who possessed neither taste nor
fragrance, so too are there members of Yisrael who are neither masters of Torah nor perform
good deeds. The Holy One, blessed be He, said, “To destroy them is impossible. Rather they
should all join together as a single group. One will atone for the other. Consequently, Moshe
admonished Yisrael and said to them, “And you shall take on the first day . . .” (ibid.). Pesikta
d’Rav Kahana Piska 27:9
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R. Hiyya said to his wife: When a poor man comes, be quick to offer him bread, so that others
may be quick to offer it to your children. Y ou curse them! she exclaimed. A verse is written, he
replied, “Because that for [bi-gelal] this thing” (Deuteronomy 15:10)), whereon the School of R.
Yishmael taught: It isawhed (galgal) that revolvesin the world. Shabbos 151b
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Question: A nobleman requested a loan from his Jewish subjects on condition that he pay it
back in ayear or two. They responded to his request and lent him a specific sum. Each one of his
subjects contributed towards this sum in accordance with their estimated wealth. At the time
when the loan became due and the representatives of the community came to him to collect their
debt, the [nobleman] berated them and rudely gected them [from his palace]. Subsequently, a
considerable time passed and the members of the community had despaired of recovering their
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loan, for who can bring to justice someone more powerful than he. In the interim, the affluent
members of the community who had expended much of their personal wealth towards this loan
had [fallen on hard times and] lost al their wealth while many poor people had become wealthy,
asistypical of the turning wheel of fortune. In the course of this long time period, the nobleman
died and his son inherited his position. Taking pity upon his Jewish subjects and being sensitive
to the reputation of his deceased father as one who borrowed and didn’t repay, he called a
meeting of his Jewish subjects and told them that he was going to pay back that loan by reducing
the amount of the various taxes that they are required to pay him every year. - Please guide us,
our Master. Who merits this repayment of that loan. Is it those former men of wealth who now
are destitute, since that money originaly came from their pockets? Or is to those that are
presently wealthy, even though they didn’t contribute towards the loan, they should merit this
form of payment since the original owners of the loan had already despaired of ever being
repaid? Answer: Such athing was already asked of the Maharik (Rav Y osef Kolon Responsum
3) who responded that the present men of wealth are those that should benefit from this. He
elaborated on the subject and Rav Yisrael Iserlein quotes his opinion in chapter 163 without
guoting a dissenting opinion. [l disagree] with Maharik and Rav Yisrael Iserlein [and)]
therefore it seems to me that those men of wealth who originaly lent their money to the
nobleman are entitled to be repayed, each according to the amount that he was assessed. . . .
Teshuvos Chacham Tzvi 144



