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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. What are the three major proofs that Darwin cited in support
of histheory?

2.  Citethe major weaknesses of each proof.

3.  What isthe Maharal’ s explanation of the significance of the
number five? of the number ten?

4.  What isthe meaning of the phrase “ontogeny recapitul ates
phylogeny” and who coined it? Isit true?

5.  Why aretransitional formsin the fossil record so rare?

This and much more will be addressed in the sixth lecture of this
series. "Paleontology and the Master Plan”.

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions
in mind as you listen to the lecture and read through the outline,
Go back to these questions once again at the end of the lecture and
see how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of
Jewish History. Although the lectures can be listened to without
the use of the outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance
your comprehension. Use it as well as a handy reference guide and
for quick review.
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PALEONTOLOGY AND THE MASTER PLAN
l. The Mystique of Ten
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With ten [Divine] utterances was the world created. What does this come to teach us, for
surely it could have been created with one utterance? This was to exact punishment from
the wicked who destroy the world that was created with ten utterances and to bestow
goodly reward upon the righteous who maintain the world that was created with ten
utterances. There were ten generations from Adam to Noah, to show the degree of His
patience, for all those generations repeatedly provoked Him, until He brought upon them
the Flood. There were ten generations from Noah to Abraham, to show the degree of His
patience, for all those generations repeatedly provoked Him, until our forefather
Abraham came and received the reward of all of them. Our forefather Abraham was
tested with ten trials and he withstood them all - to show the degree of our forefather’s
love for G-d. Ten miracles were performed for our ancestors in Egypt, and ten at the Red
Sea. Ten plagues did the Holy One, blessed be He, bring upon the Egyptians and ten at
the Red sea. With ten trials did our ancestors test the Holy One, blessed be He, in the
Wilderness, asit is said (Num. 14:22), “They have tested Me these ten times and did not
heed My voice. Ten miracles were performed for our ancestors in the Holy Temple.. . . .
Ten things were created on Sabbath eve, at twilight. . . . Avos5:1-6
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Rabbi, at the time of his passing, raised his ten fingers towards heaven and said:
“Sovereign of the Universe, it is reveaded and known to You that | have labored in the
study of the Torah with my ten fingers and that | did not enjoy [any worldly] benefits
even with my little finger. May it be Thy will that there be peace in my resting place.” A
voice from Heaven echoed, announcing, “He shall enter into peace; they shall rest on
their beds." (Isaiah 57:2) Kesubos 104a
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And how do you know that if ten people pray together the Divine presence is with them?
For itissaid: “G-d stands in the congregation of G-d.” (Psalms 82:1) Berachos 6a
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And because ten, when it stands alone, is a comprehensive number, [merging the
individual integers into a unit of ten,] it is associated with Hashem, for it is a number
which represents an entirety. And because the number four is a number which represents
division, asit corresponds to the four directions (i.e. north, south, east, west), to which a
thing is naturally divided, it is for that reason that Scripture uses that number to
symbolize division, as it says (Zechariah 2:10), “For | have spread you abroad like the
four directions . . .” Thisis because the four directions are distinct and separate. For this
reason, the fifth, when it is between the four, unites and connects everything. For that
reason, the fifth is called “agudah”, [a bunch or cluster]. . . . For this reason the Shechina
would have an affinity with the number five, more than any other number [below ten].
... Maharal of Prague, Sefer Derech Chaim, Avos 3:6
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Y ou should know that the fact that [the world] was created through ten utterances and not
through one utterance, is indicative that this world has a specia spiritual quality and that
Hashem and his Shechina (Divine Presence) are manifest in this world. The number tenis
identified with this concept because the Shechina is aways present when there are ten but
no less. . . . Therefore, had the world been created with only one utterance, the world
wouldn’t have been on this specia spiritual plane. . . . All of thisisalluded to in the verse
(Isaiah 26), “for the L-rd G-d is an eternal Rock,” [which is aso understood to read, “For
through the two letters, 'yud' and ‘hai’ did G-d create the world’]. The World to Come
was created with the letter ‘yud’, for the numerical value of ‘yud’ is ten which represents
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spirituality, which is the reason that the Shechina has an affinity for that number. This
world, however, was created with a ‘hai’, for the ‘hai’ is composed of two parts which
alludes to the fact that this world has [two] facets. The physicality of the world and the
connection that it maintains with the spiritual world. The two parts of the ‘ha’ are the
‘dalet’ and the ‘yud’ which is contained within the ‘dalet’. You should know that the
‘dalet’ represents [the dimensions of] width and length, as the form of the ‘dalet’ has one
horizontal line (width) and one vertical line (length), and therefore aludes to the
expansion of the area of the earth in the directions of width and length. . . . . which
represent the beginning stages of the physical world. The point which is within the ‘ dalet’
[part of the ‘hai’ and] which defines it as a ‘hai’, is somewhat separate from the ‘dalet’,
which is indicative that this world does receive some spiritual [radiance] from the
ethereal world and is not totally physical. Therefore, the ‘yud’ is placed within the ‘dalet’
which receives it, but yet, is not touching it, as the ethereal does not combine with the
physical. . . . Accordingly, the World to Come was created with a ‘yud’. This
interpretation is clearly evident. For this reason, the world was created through ten
utterances, for had it not been created so, it would have been on a lowly level, but now
that it was created with ten utterances, it is indicative of its higher spiritual status. . . .
From this you can understand why the world was worthy of being created with ten
utterances, for this world issued forth from Hashem, Who is One, therefore, it is not
possible that His actions should not be indicative of His Oneness, for every action carries
with it some identifying mark of its source. . . . The second aspect [of the number ten] is
that of multiplicity, which is befitting the creation of the world, as [the number] embodies
the very essence of this world which is multiplicity, for there is no true One, except
Hashem. This multiplicity manifests itself in the separate sections or parts which make up
the world. It would have made sense for the world to have been created through nine
utterances, for this is the maximum of individual parts [before they merge as part of the
group of tens], as | explained above. Since the world, however, has an aspect of unity,
which is reflective of its Creator, as well as an aspect of multiplicity reflective of the
creative act which expanded [and multiplied into different parts] as | explained above,
similar to atree which has many branches, which in turn subdivides into the various parts
of the tree, as well asatrunk which unifies al of the parts, . . . it is therefore befitting that
the number ten should be used, as the single integers do not reach completion (oneness)
until they [merge together] and form the number ten, as | explained above. It is for that
reason that the world was created with ten utterances, as it is befitting that the number [of
creative steps] should be indicative of the nature of the action as well as the One who
brought about the action. The nature of the action, which is multiplicity, is indicated by
the number nine. The aspect of the Creator is reflected by the number ten, which is
indicative of the Creator. In summary, the ten utterances through which the world was
created are indicative of the state of completion (oneness) of this world as well as the fact
that the world receives spirituality from Hashem. This is reflected by the number ten.
Maharal of Prague, Sefer Derech Chaim, Avos 5:1
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[ The Master Plan

1°90 .7°2m 2% 727835 ,73°2 .300 LRI L1970V 9D KW ,1X7°DD3 193 19K 17aN
NIR RNIOW 78K TI0° .TI71 AR PPIW 1IN0 .RNPYRHRT RTINY KD .711123 T017 Y117
INY° OIXRT NX*2 VDI TWYN NARTT NPHDMA TAIP7 2% I ANWY XD TV 79T
DNIWY IPT 1Y PRY TWRT [PT WORD NN QYD YT RITRD TIND? WRD DO IRWND
MWYI,0MTA WY TIRT PRI LRI 0193 DWHWI YRR WY 023w 277 17197 ,0°0R
WW TIP3 ,0WI 73R 797 ,0°P70 T1IWI DMWY 197 ,WW X2 1MW RPY 0770 DIVIVN
19927 By 1237 301 73R TR 17 RITW L0 PINanT 2% 02193m vwN NIvaw
ARIW 0TIV DY DUIRPHD NPV N1 1Dn ,AnNaD IR DY 72 1KY T0vn
0¥ 1°2 ©°9%7m 7 PPN (7,3 7°7937) K1 10 DYnn 0TmIY 090w (2,1 VW)

1 PID ANRT WY 1R5N MWK D0 ... LR

The following is a quote from the Tikkunai Zohar p. 123a, “All of these organs have a
spiritual counterpart in the sefiras. The head corresponds to the “kesser elyon” - the
highest crown. The brain corresponds to chochma - wisdom, the heart to binah -
understanding, and, through it, the heart has the faculty of understanding. The two arms
corresponds to chesed - kindness and gevurah - heroic strength. The trunk corresponds to
the centra column (tiferes - beauty or splendor). The two legs correspond to [the sefiras]
of netzach - leadership, and hod - inner beauty. The organ of procreation corresponds to
yesod - foundation, the sign of the covenant (bris) corresponds to the Shechina - Divine
presence (the sefira of malchus - royalty).” A student of Kabbalah can gain a specia
insight into the master plan, especidly as it applies to humanity, by studying the Idra
(part of the Zoharic literature). Through it one can know the reason why a man has a
beard and woman doesn’'t and other differences between them, as well as why there are
thirty two teeth and a tongue in between them, why the eye has three colors (pupil -
black, iris - blue, green, brown, sclera - white), the design of the ear which is made up of
chambers, why there are ten fingersin the hand and not eight or six, and why there are [a
sum total of] twenty eight joints (in the arm and fingers). Similarly, [one can gain
understanding] into the structure of the trachea and esophagus, as to why there are six
rings in the trachea and why the esophagus is white on the inside and red on the outside,
which alludes to the Divine names of Hashem. [He further gains an insight as to] why a
man walks upright and not on all fours like an animal. Thisis because man isasimilar to
the angels who stand erect. . . . R. Eliyahu DiVidash, Sefer Reishis Chachmah - Shaar
Ahava, Chapter 6



