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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?
1. Whoinstituted the daily recitation of prayers?
2. Who instituted the daily recitation of a hundred blessings?
3.  When was the Siddur actually written down?
4.  When did Rav Amram reign as the Rosh Y eshiva of Sura?
5.  Whoisfirst called to the Torah when a Kohen is not present?

This and much more will be addressed in the tenth lecture of this
series. "Rav Amram Gaon and the Standardization of the Siddur".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions
in mind as you listen to the tape and read through the outline. Go
back to these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see
how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of
Jewish History. Although the lectures can be listened to without
the use of the outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance
your comprehension. Use it aswell as a handy reference guide and
for quick review.
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SeriesV Lecture #10

RAV AMRAM GAON AND THE STANDARDIZATION OF THE SIDDUR
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

l. The Obligation to Pray
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And you shall serve Hashem your G-d and He will bless your bread and your water and |
will remove sickness from your midst. Exodus 23:25
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There is a positive commandment to pray every day asit is stated in Scripture: And you
shall serve Hashem your G-d (Exodus 23:25). From [Rabbinic] tradition we learn that
this service refersto prayer and it is stated in Scripture: And to serve Him with al your
heart (Deuteronomy 11:1) The Sages said that thisrefers to service in the heart whichis
prayer. The numbers of prayers[per day] are not mandated by the Torah. Neither isthe
wording mandated by the Torah. The Torah does not mandate a fixed time for this prayer.
Rambam Hilchos Tefilah 1:1
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Thisis not correct, for the Sages of the Talmud have clearly stated that prayer isonly
Rabbinically mandated. . . . If we were to assume that the Sages homiletical exposition
has atrue basis from the Torah [and therefore] count [prayer] as one of the mitzvos. . .
we would explain that thisis to be a commandment to pray at times of acute difficulties
that we should trust in the Blessed and Exalted One who hears[our] prayer and saves [us]
from [our] difficultiesthrough prayer and crying. Ramban Sefer HaMitzvos #5
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. The Historic Roots of Prayer
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It has been taught . . . Abraham instituted the morning Tefillah, asit says, And Abraham
got up early in the morning to the place where he had stood, and ‘ standing’ means only
prayer, asit says, Then stood up Pinchas and prayed. | saac instituted the afternoon
Tefillah, asit says, And Isaac went out to meditate in the field at eventide, and
‘meditation’ means only prayer, asit says, A prayer of the afflicted when he fainteth and
poureth out his meditation before the L-rd. Jacob instituted the evening prayer, asit says,
And helighted [wa-yifga'] upon the place, and ‘pegi'ah’ means only prayer, asit says,
Therefore pray not thou for this people neither lift up prayer nor cry for them, neither
make intercession to [tifga’] Me. Berachos 26b
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R. Hiyyab. Abbasaid . . . | might say that a man should pray the whole day? It has
aready been expressly stated by the hand of Daniel, And three times. etc.(Daniel 6) But
perhaps [this practice] began only when he went into captivity? It isaready said, As he
did aforetime.(ibid.) I might say that aman may pray turning in any direction he wishes?
Therefore the text states, Toward Jerusalem.(ibid.) | might say that he may combine all
three Tefillahsin one? It has already been clearly stated by David, asiswritten, Evening
and morning and at noonday (Psalms 55). Berachos 31a
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[David] who raised up on high (Samuel 11 23:1) refers to the hundred blessings. For there
were a hundred people dying each day. David came and instituted for them that a
hundred blessing be said [daily]. As soon as he made this institution, the plague stopped.
Midrash Bamidbar Rabbah 18
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It was the Men of the Great Assembly who instituted for Israel blessings and prayers,
sanctifications and habdal ahs. Ber achos 33a
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R. Y ochanan said (others report, it was stated in a Baraitha): A hundred and twenty
elders, among whom were many prophets, drew up eighteen blessings in afixed order.
Megilla17b
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Our Rabbis taught: Shimeon ha-Pakuli arranged the eighteen benedictions in order before
Rabban Gamaliel in Yavneh. Said Rabban Gamaliel to the Sages: Can any one among
you frame a benediction relating to the Minim? Shmuel Hakatan arose and composed it.
Berachos 28b
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In the morning two blessings are to be said before it. and one after it. In the evening two
are said before it and two after it. One long and one short. Berachos 11a
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When he comes out he says: ‘ Blessed is He who has formed man in wisdom and created
in him many orifices and many cavities. It is fully known before the throne of Thy glory
that if one of them should be [improperly] opened or one of them closed it would be
impossible for aman to stand before Thee'. How does the blessing conclude? Rab said:
‘[Blessed art Thou] that healest the sick’. Said Samuel: Abba has turned the whole world
into invalids! No; what he saysis, ‘ That healest all flesh’. R. Shesheth said: *Who doest
wonderfully’. R. Papa said: Therefore let us say both, ‘“Who hedlest all flesh and doest
wonderfully’.

On going to bed one saysfrom ‘Hear, oh Isragl’ to * And it shall come to passif ye
hearken diligently’. Then he says: ‘Blessed is He who causes the bands of sleep to fall
upon my eyes and slumber on my eyelids, and gives light to the apple of the eye. May it
be Thy will, O L-rd, my G-d, to make melie down in peace, and set my portion in Thy
law and accustom me to the performance of religious duties, but do not accustom meto
transgression; and bring me not into sin, or into iniquity, or into temptation, or into
contempt. And may the good inclination have sway over me and let not the evil
inclination have sway over me. And deliver me from evil mishap and sore diseases, and
let not evil dreams and evil thoughts disturb me, and may my couch be flawless before
Thee, and enlighten mine eyes lest | sleep the sleep of death. Blessed art Thou, oh L-rd,
who givest light to the wholeworld in Thy glory.’

When he wakes he says. ‘My G-d, the soul which Thou hast placed in meis pure. Thou
hast fashioned it in me, Thou didst breathe it into me, and Thou preservest it within me
and Thou wilt one day take it from me and restore it to me in the time to come. So long as
the soul iswithin me | give thanks unto Thee, O L-rd, my G-d, and the G-d of my fathers,
Sovereign of all worlds, Lord of all souls. Blessed art Thou, O L-rd, who restorest souls
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to dead corpses . When he hears the cock crowing he should say: ‘ Blessed is He who has
given to the cock understanding to distinguish between day and night’. When he opens
his eyes he should say: ‘Blessed is He who opens the eyes of the blind’. When he
stretches himself and sits up he should say: ‘Blessed is He who looseneth the bound'.
When he dresses he should say: ‘Blessed is He who clothes the naked’. When he draws
himself up he should say: ‘Blessed is He who raises the bowed’. When he steps on to the
ground he should say: ‘Blessed is He who spread the earth on the waters' . When he
commences to walk he should say: ‘Blessed is He who makes firm the steps of man'’.
When he ties his shoes he should say: ‘Blessed is He who has supplied al my wants'.
When he fastens his girdle, he should say: ‘Blessed is He who girds I sragl with might’.
When he spreads a kerchief over his head he should say: ‘Blessed is He who crowns
Israel with glory’. When he wraps himself with the fringed garment he should say:
‘Blessed is He who hast sanctified us with His commandments and commanded usto
enwrap oursalves in the fringed garment’. When he puts the tefillin on his arm he should
say: ‘Blessed is He who has sanctified us with His commandments and commanded us to
put on tefillin’. [When he putsit] on his head he should say: ‘Blessed is He who has
sanctified us with His commandments and commanded us concerning the commandment
of tefillin’. When he washes his hands he should say: ‘Blessed is He who has sanctified
us with His commandments and commanded us concerning the washing of hands' . When
he washes his face he should say: ‘Blessed is He who has removed the bands of sleep
from mine eyes and slumber from mine eyes. And may it be Thy will O L-rd, my G-d, to
habituate me to Thy law and make me cleave to Thy commandments, and do not bring
me into sin, or into iniquity, or into temptation, or into contempt, and bend my inclination
to be subservient unto Thee, and remove me far from a bad man and a bad companion,
and make me cleave to the good inclination and to a good companion in Thy world, and
let me obtain this day and every day grace, favour, and mercy in Thine eyes, and in the
eyes of al that see me, and show lovingkindness unto me. Blessed art Thou, O L-rd, who
bestowest lovingkindness upon Thy people Isragl’. Berachos 60b
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It wastaught: R. Meir used to say, A man is bound to say the following three blessings
daily: ‘[Blessed art thou . . .] who hast not made me a heathen’, * . . . . who hast not made
me awoman’; and * . . . who hast not made me a brutish man’. R. Ahab. Y aakov once
overhead his son saying ‘[Blessed art thou . . .] who hast not made me a brutish man’,
whereupon he said to him, ‘And thistoo!” Said the other, ‘ Then what blessing should |
say instead? [Hereplied,] ‘. . . who hast not made me aslave’. Menachos 43b
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How, in that case, can the world endure? — Through the "kiddusha' recited after the
Scriptural reading, and [the response of] ‘May His great Name [be blessed] (Yehai Shmai
Rabba Mevorach)’ [which is said in the Kaddish] after studying Aggada. Sotah 49a
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Whenever the Israglites go into the synagogues and school houses and respond: ‘May His
great name be blessed!’ the Holy One, blessed be He, shakes His head and says. Happy is
the king who isthus praised in this house! Woe to the father who had to banish his
children, and woe to the children who had to be banished from the table of their father!
Berachos 3a
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R. Yehoshuab. Levi said: He who responds, ‘ Amen, May His great Name be blessed,’
with all his might, his decreed sentence is torn up. Shabbos 119b
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R. Yosel [also] said: May my portion be of those who recite the entire Hallel every day.
But that is not so, for aMaster said: He who reads Hallel every day blasphemes and
reproaches [the Divine Name] — Werefer to the ' Verses of Song’. Shabbos 118b
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Blessed is He who said and the world came to be, blessed isHe. Blessed is He who said
and does, blessed is He who decrees and fulfills, blessed is He who made the creation.
Midrash Eliyahu Zuta 4
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Similarly, it is stated in the Y erushalmi that he who talks between "Yishtabach" and
"Y otzer Ohr" has committed a transgression and would be sent home from the front lines
of thearmy. Tur Orach Chaim 51
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Rav Amram Gaon, of blessed memory, wrote that if a person came late to the synagogue
and realized that if he would have to say all of the verses[of "Pesukei D'zimra’'] he
wouldn't be able to complete his prayers with the congregation, he should say: "Baruch
SheOmar", only the psalm of "ThehillaL'David" and end with "Y ishtabach". Even
though the Gaonim instituted the saying of " Tehila L 'David" until " Kol
HaNeshema", since it seems that the legislation was primarily for the recitation of
"TehilaL'David", for we see that for its recitation alone is one assured of aplacein the
World to Come, it is sufficient in order to [enable him to] say "Krias Shema" and "Tefila"
with the congregation ... And sincethey instituted a blessing over them  ("Pesukei
D'zimra") he shouln't talk while in the middle of them. IntheMidrash it is stated that
one should not make any interruption between " Yishtabach" and " Yotzer Ohr".
The Rav Alfasi, of blessed memory, ruleslikewise.  Commentary of the disciples of
Rabbeinu Yona on Berachos

[1. The EraBefore the Siddur
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Our Rabbis taught: Benedictions and amulets, though they contain letters of the [Divine]
Name and many passages of the Torah, must not be rescued from a fire but must be burnt
where they lie, they together with their Names. Hence it was said, They who write down
Benedictions are as though they burnt a Torah. It happened that one was once writing in
Sidon. R. Yishmael was informed thereof, and he went to question him [about it]. As he
was ascending the ladder, he [the writer] became aware of him, [so] he took a sheaf of
benedictions and plunged them into a bowl of water. In these words did R. Yishmael
speak to him: The punishment for the latter [deed)] is greater than for the former.
Shabbos 115b
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Ten who entered a synagogue to pray who don't know how to introduce the "Shma" (Say
the "Shma with the benedictions on behalf of the congregation) or to lead the
congregation in the recitation of the "Amida", the one who knows how to do these things
is like arose among the thorns. Or in a situation where there are ten who gathered to
bring the bride to the wedding canopy (chupah) and don't know how to make the proper
benedictions and one person was knowledgeable is likened to a rose amongst the thorn
bushes. Or similarly, if ten gathered in a house of mourning and don't know how to make
the appropriate blessings and there was one who knew, that person is likened unto arose
amongst thorns. Rabbi Elazar Chisma (the strengthened) went to a place. They asked
him, "Does the Rabbi have expertise in presenting the Shma?' He answered that he
didn't. "Does the Rabbi have expertise to lead the congregation in the recitation of the
'Amida?’' He answered that he didn't. They said to him, "It is for nothing that they call
you Rabbi!" Hisface turned colors. He went to Rabbi Akivawhile his face was still
sickly. Rabbi Akiva asked him, "Why isyour face so sickly [looking]?' He told him the
story. Hereplied, "Does the Rabbi want to learn how [to do those things]?' "Yes," he
said. As soon as he learned how, he went [back] to the place [where he had been
embarrassed]. They asked him [again], "Doesthe Rabbi have expertise in presenting the
Shma?' He answered that he did. "Does the Rabbi have expertise to lead the
congregation in the recitation of the 'Amida?' He answered [again] in the affirmative.
They said to him, "Elazar has become strengthened!" [From then on] they called him
Rabbi Elazar Chisma (the strengthened one). Rabbi Y ona used to teach his students even
the benedictions of the wedding ceremony and the benedictions of the house of
mourning. He said that one has to become an expert in al matters. Midrash Vayikra
Rabbah 23
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Why does the reader go down [and stand] before the Ark? They replied: So asto clear
from his obligation one who is not familiar [with the prayers]. Rosh HaShanah 34b
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Regarding that which you asked: Isit allowed for the " Shliach Tzibbur" to say "Slichos"
and "Krovos' from awritten text?. . . It isthe custom is Pumbedeisaand Sura.. . . that all
of the "Slichos" and "Krovos' of Yom Kippur and a public fast are not said by heart but
rather from awritten text in order that they not err. However, on the other holidaysitis
said by heart. Teshuva of Rabbi Yehudai Gaon
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V. Rav Amram Gaon

A.
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After Rav Natronai Gaon, Rav Amram reigned for a period of eighteen years (858-876).
Beforehand, Rav Amram disagreed with Rav Natronal and was called a Gaon. He was
[subsequently] removed from that office but later on [was reinstated and] reigned as
explained and died [at the end of hisreign]. The Letter of Rav Sherira Gaon p. 115.
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Afterwards Rav Amram reigned for eighteen years. He was the one who sent the
"Siddur" (order) of prayersto Spain. Sefer HaKabbala - Raavad
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From Amram bar Sheshna, Resh Mesivta of Masa Mechasia, to Rabbainu Yitzchok b.
Morana V'Rabbana Shimon, who is endeared, treasured and honored by us and the whole
Y eshiva. Great peace and mercy from Heaven should be bestowed upon you and all of
your seed and all of the scholars and disciples and our Jewish brethren who dwell there
[in Spain]. [May they take greetings of] peace from him (R. Amram Gaon) and Rav
Tzemach Av Bais Din of [the people of] Isragl and the Alufim and the scholars of the

Y eshiva and the members of our Y eshiva and the [all of the] people of Mechasia. For
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they are al at peace, the scholars, disciples and our Jewish brethren who dwell there. We
are constantly inquiring about your welfare and we remember you favorably and we pray
on your behalf and beseech mercy for you that the Holy One, blessed be He, should show
mercy towards you with his great abundance of compassion and should guard you and
save you from every tragedy and mishap and from every sickness, pain, evil rulers or any
form of destruction or punishment that ever occurs to the world. He should fulfill with
His great mercy all the desires of your heart.

Rabbainu Y aakov b. Rabbana Yitzchok sent us the ten gold coins that you sent to the

Y eshiva, five for us and five for the general fund of the Y eshiva. We command and bless
you with blessings that should be fulfilled in you and your children and your children's
children.

Regarding your question about the order | 970] of the prayers and benedictions
throughout the whole year, [basing ourselves| on what has been shown to us from
Heaven, we have seen fit to organize and reply according to thetradition in our
possession based on that which was instituted by the Tannaim and Amoraim. For Rabbi
Meir taught in aBraiisa: A person is required to make a hundred benedictions every day.
In the Talmud of the land of Israel the text reads as follows: It was taught in the name of
Rabbi Meir, "There is not a Jewish man who does not make a hundred blessing each day,
asitisstated in Scripture, 'What (77) does Hashem want from you? Don't read it 177 but
rather 1xm." King David is the one who actualy instituted them. When he was informed
by the inhabitants of Jerusalem that one hundred Jewish people were dying each day, he
got up and instituted them. It seems that they were forgotten and the Tannaim and
Amoraim got up and reestablished them. Regarding the order of these hundred blessings,
thisiswhat Rav Natronai b. R. Hilai (853-858), Resh Mesivta of Masa M echas,
replied to the member s of the community of Lucena (Spain) through Mar Rav

Y osef, the light of our eyes, . . . The following isthe reply of Rav Natronai b. Hilai.
ThelIntroduction to the Siddur of Rav Amram Gaon
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Thisisthe custom in the two Yeshivos. . . for the cussom in Bais Rabbainu in Bavel is. .
. Siddur of Rav Amram Gaon

D.
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Rav Amram Gaon said the following: If one washed his hands he should not make
Kiddush. Siddur of Rav Amram Gaon
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V. The Siddur

A. Early Morning Blessings
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It is not possible to make the benedictions in the time [that would otherwise be proper]
because of the unclean status of the hands. . . The custom in al of Israel in Sephard,
which is Spain, isasfollows: The "Shaliach Tzibbur" says the benediction for the
unlettered. Teshuvas Rav Natronai Gaon quoted in the Sddur of Rav Amram Gaon

B. Before Pesukel D'Zimra
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C. Pesukei D'Zimra
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D. Kaddish
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H. Leil Shabbos
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. Hagadah Shel Pesach
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VI.  TheLegacy of Rav Amram Gaon

A.
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[When aKohen is not present in the synagogue,] thecord istaken apart . [This means
that] the knot is severed. [In other words,] the Levi has lost his honored position because
of the taking apart of the knot and does not read [the Torah] at all. Thisiswhat my Elder
Master [Rabbi Y aakov ben Y akir] and my master Rabbi Yitzchok ben Yehudasaid asis
stated in the Siddur of Rav Amram . However, | heard in the name of my master Rabbi
Yitzchok Hal evi that [in the absence of a Kohen] thereis no order and one can call

either aLevi or aYisrad to thefirst "Aliya'. Rashi's Commentary to Gittin 59b
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The halacha is in accordance with Rabbi Y ochanan because the Braiisa supports him.
Thisis aso the ruling of the Halachos Gedolos. This being the case, one should be
careful not to talk in between "Geulaand "Tefila'. However, the Siddur of Rav Amram
explains that the reason we say "Kaddish" in between "Geulaand "Tefila" in the evening
isto let us know that we do not have to put "Geula" right next to "Tefila" in the evening.
Thisis because "Tefila' in the evening is (was originally) optional. T osefos Berachos 4b
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The text should read: "Nivarech Elokeinu" and not "Nivarech L-Elokeinu" with a
"lamed" because only in a case of song or praiseisa"lamed” written . . . but by a
blessing we never find the usage of a"lamed". Thisisalso clearly thetextin the Siddur
of Rav Amram Gaon. Tosefos Berachos 49b
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It isstated in the Siddur of Rav Amram Gaon _that one makes the following blessing
over the Shabboslights . . . Tosefos Shabbos 25b
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... [Our custom isto blow the shofar a sum total of forty notes] thisisalso statedin the
Siddur of Rav Amram Gaon. ... Tosefos Rosh HaShana 33b
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In the Siddur_of Rav Amram Gaon_he rulesthat in six places do we rule according to
Bais Shamai. Tosefos Sukkah 3a
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... Thereisno Tamudic source for the practice of taking out a second Sefer Torah on
the holidays and reading the appropiate section [in Parshas Pinchas| regarding the
sacrifices. However this practiceismentioned in ~ the Siddur of Rav Amram
Tosefos Megilla 30b
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It seems to me that the explanation is that a person should divide each day into thirds.
That iswhy it wasingtituted inthe the Siddur of Rav Amram_ asisour custom every
day before "Pesukei D'Zimra" to recite [passages from] Scripture, Mishna and Gemara.
Tosefos Kiddushin 30a
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It is stated in the Talmud Y erushalmi in the first chapter of Meseches Shabbos that he
who does something from which he is exempt is considered asimpleton. The Siddur_of

Rav Amram quotesthisaswell. Tosefos Menachos 32b
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Anyonewho isnot an expertin  the Siddur of Rav Amram _ and the Halachos Gedol os
has no right to critique the words of the previous authorities or their customs. For we
should rely upon their words in areas that do not contradict our Talmud but rather add to
it. Many of our present customs are based upon them. Sefer HaY oshor L'Rabbeinu
Tam 619
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Werely upon of the Siddur of Rav Amram __, the Halachos Gedol os, and Meseches
Sofrim in many areas. Teshuvas Maharam M eRuttenberg Volume IV Responsa 110




