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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?
1. Who werethe Radhanites?

2.  Who were the Cathari?

3.  Who was Raymond de Penyafort and what was
his relationship with Dominic de Guzman?

4. What wasthe essential position of Friar Paul in
his debate with Nachmanides?

5.  How did Nachmanides view original sin?

This and much more will be addressed in the tenth lecture
of thisseries: "The Disputation - Nachmanides and the
Dominicans'.

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these
guestions in mind as you listen to the tape and read through
the outline. Go back to these questions once again at the
end of the lecture and see how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was
designed as a powerful tool to help you appreciate and
understand the basis of Jewish History. Although the
lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline, we
advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it as well as a handy reference guide
and for quick review.
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THE DISPUTATION - NACHMANIDES AND THE DOMINICANS
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

l. The Defenders of Our People
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In aBaraitha it was taught: ‘I have not rejected them’ — in the days of the Chaldeans,
when | raised up for them Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; ‘ neither did | abhor
them’ — in the days of the Greeks, when | raised up for them Shimon HaT zaddik and
Hasmonal and his sons, and Mattathias the High Priest; ‘to destroy them utterly’ — in the
days of Haman, when | raised up for them Mordecai and Esther; ‘to break my covenant
with them’ — in the days of the Persians, when | raised up for them the members of the
house of Rabbi and the Sages of the various generations. ‘ For | am the L-rd their G-d" —
in the time to come, when no nation or people will be able to subject them.Megillah 11a
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When the soul of R. Y ehoshua b. Hanania was about to go to itsrest, the Rabbis said to
him: What will become of us at the hands of the unbelievers? He answered them:
Counsel is perished from the children, their wisdom is vanished. (Jeremiah 49:7) So soon
as counsel is perished from the children, the wisdom of the peoples of the world is
vanished. Or | may derive it from here: And he said: Let us take our journey, and let us
go, and | will go over against thee.(Genesis 33:12) Chagigah 5b

72100 TPYW ARX? AR 2723 20770 213 1700

Y our children shall make haste; your destroyers and those who destroyed you shall issue
forth fromyou. Isaiah 49:17
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1. The Disputation Between Ramban and the Church Authorities

A. The Terms of the Disputation
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2. Our lord the king commanded me to discuss with Friar Paul in his (and his
counselors) presencein his (royal) palace in Barcelona. | replied saying, "l shall do
according to the command of my lord the king (only) if you will permit me to speak
freely, and for this| desire the permission of the king and the leave of Friar Raymond de
Penyafort and his colleagues who are here."

3. Friar Raymond (de Penyafort) answered, " (Permission is granted) with the proviso
that you do not say anything objectionable (to our faith)."

4. said to them, "I do not wish to enter with you into a discussion about this (entire
matter). However, in the course of the disputation, | must be free to speak (my mind) just
asyou are free to speak whatever you wish. (Of course), | have (sufficient) knowledge of
good taste (so that | will) not overstep the bounds thereof, but | must have freedom of
speech.” They all gave me leave to speak freely.

32. [When the king began to become involved in the debate,] | answered him, "One of
the conditions we have already made is that | would not dispute with you and that you
would not participate in the arguments.”

B. Has the Real Messiah Come?
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7. Friar Paul commenced by asserting that he would prove from our Talmud that the
Messiah, whom the prophets foretold, had already come.

8. | retorted, "Before we debate on this (point), | wish that he would teach me and inform
me how it is possible (to prove his assertion from the Talmud). | have heard that while
Friar Paul traveled in Provence and many (other) places, he made a similar statement to
many Jews, at which | am very much amazed. He should tell me (now) whether he
intends to state that the Sages of the Talmud believed that the Nazarene was the Messiah
and that they further believed that he was (both) an actual (mortal) man and a true deity,
which isthe opinion of the Christians. Indeed, isit not known that the affair of the
Nazarene took place in (the eraof ) the Second Temple and that he was born and killed
before the destruction of the Temple? The Sages of the Talmud, such as Rabbi Akiba
and his colleagues, lived after the destruction, and those who taught the Mishnah-Rabbi
(Y ehudah Hanasi) and Rabbi Nathan-lived many years after the destruction. Rav Ashi,
who compiled and edited the Talmud, certainly lived about four hundred years after the
destruction. If these Sages believed in the uniqueness of the Nazarene (and if they
believed) that he istrue and hisbelief and faith are true, then, if they wrote those things
from which Friar Paul saysthat he will prove (his claim), how could they have remained
in the Jewish religion and in their former way of life? They were Jews, they remained in
the Jewish religion all their lives, and they died as Jews - they and their children and their
disciples who heard al their teachings from their mouths! Why did they not apostatize
and turn to the Nazarene'sreligion as did Friar Paul, who understood from their words
that the faith of the Christiansisthe true religion-far beit! - and defected (from the
Jewish faith) because of them? Rather, they and their disciples who received Torah from
their mouths lived and died as Jews, such aswe are today! It isthey, (the Sages of the
Tamud), who taught us the religion of Moses and Jewish custom. All of our deeds today
are in accordance with the Talmud from the time it was composed until now, and with
our observations of how the Sages of the Talmud were accustomed to doing things. The
sole purpose of the entire Talmud is to teach us the customs of the Torah and the
commandment and how (our) ancestors conducted themselves in (the time of) the Temple
according to the command of the prophets and that of Moses our teacher, peace be upon
him. However, if they (truly) believed in the Nazarene and hisreligion, why did they not
do as Friar Paul, who (apparently) understands their words better than they themselves
did!"

C. Explaining a Midrash that Indicates that the Messiah has already Been Born
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24. | replied to him, "Y ou chose to answer with typical legal deceit. Nevertheless, | will
answer you concerning this. The Sages did not say that (the Messiah) had come; they
said that he was born (on the day of the destruction). Moses our teacher did not come
(before Pharaoh) on the day he was born, nor was he aredeemer at that time. However,
when he came before Pharaoh by command of the Holy One, blessed be He, and said to
Him, Thus saith the Eternal , the G-d of Israel: Let My peoplego, etc., then (it could be
said that) he had come. Similarly, when the Messiah will come to the Pope and say to
him by the command of G-d, "Let My people go," (it will be said of him that) he has
come. To thisday, however, he has not yet come, nor ishethe Messiah at al. When
King David was born, he was neither king nor the anointed one, but when Samuel
anointed him, then he became the anointed one. On the day when Elijah (the prophet)
will anoint (the true redeemer) as a Messiah by command of G-d, then he will (correctly)
be called 'Messiah'. Afterwards, when he will come to the Pope in order to redeem us,
then it will be said that the redeemer has come.”

D. The Next Gathering
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36. On that day, the king went to one of the cloistersin the city, and all the people of the
city, gentiles and Jews, were gathered there. Among them were the bishop (of
Barcelona) and all the priests, Franciscan scholars, and preachers.

E. The Original Sin
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43. | further challenged, "Do you agree with my words that the sin of Adam will be
nullified in the time of the Messiah?'

44. Our lord king and Friar Paul rejoined, "Y es, [we do agree], but not as you think.
Actually, al [generations] enter Gehenna because of that punishable act. In the days of
the Nazarene, the deliverer, [the penalty] was removed, for he freed them from there.”
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45. | replied, "In our country, they say that he who wishesto tell alie has his witnesses
live far avay. There are many punishments written [in Scripture] with reference to Adam
and Eve: Cursed isthe ground for thy sake; Thorns and thistles shall it bring forth to
thee; In the sweat of thy face [shall thou eat bread |; for dust thou art, [and unto dust
shall thou return]. Similarly, with regard to the woman, it states, In pain thou shalt bring
forth children. All of these [punishments] are still in effect today. Thus, all

[ punishments] that are observable and perceivable have not been atoned for in the era of
your deliverer but you assert that the [affliction of] Gehenna, which is not [among the
punishments] enumerated there [in Scripture], isforgiven. [You make this assertion]
because there is no one to contradict you. Send one of you, and let him come and tell [us
whether Gehenna still exists or not]. Moreover, Far beit fromG-d, [that He should do
wickednesy. The righteous are not doomed [to suffer] the punishment of Gehenna
because of the sin of the first man, their ancestor. My soul hasthe same identical affinity
to the soul of my father as it does to that of Pharaoh, but my soul will not enter Gehenna
because of Pharaoh'ssin! The punishments [for the first man's sin] relate only to the
body, because my body comes from my father and my mother. When [eventual death]
was decreed for both [Adam and Eve] and they became mortal, all their descendants
became subject to mortality in a natural way."

F. The Jewish and Christian Concept of Messiah
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47. | said, "My lord king, bear with me [awhil€]. The essence of our judgment, truth,
and statute does not depend upon Messiah. [For the purpose of fulfilling the
commandments of the Torah], you are more beneficial to me than the Messiah. You are
king, and heisking. You are agentile king, and heis a Jewish king, for the Messiah is
but aking of flesh and blood like you. When | worship my Creator in your dominion,
exiled [from my homeland] suffering and under subjugation, the shame of the nations
who taunt me dways, my reward is abundant, for | bring a whole-offering to G-d from
my physical being. Because of that, | shall increasingly merit life in the World to Come.
However, when aking of Israel, [a monarch] of my faith, will rule over al the nations
and | will have no choice but to abide by the law of the Jews, my reward will not be as
abundant. Nevertheless, the vital conflict and difference between the Jews and the
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Christians concerns your contention about the principle of G-d, [a suggestion] whichis
extremely unpalatable to the mind. All of your life, you, our lord king, a Christian son of
a Christian father and mother, have heard priests, monks, and preachers speaking of the
Nazarene's birth. They have filled your mind and the marrow of your bones with this
thing, and it comes to you [now] out of habit. Yet, what you believe - and it is the root of
your faith - is not acceptable to the [rational] mind. Nature does not work that way, and
the prophets never said so. Furthermore, a miracle cannot disseminate itself in that way,
as| shall explain with valid proofsinits place and in itstime. The mind of any Jew or
any man will not permit him to believe that the Creator of heaven and earth [and all that
is therein] would pass through the womb of a Jewish woman, to develop there for nine
months, [at which point] an infant was born, [who supposedly is G-d] and who afterwards
grew up and later was turned over into the hands of his enemies, who judged him,
condemned him to death, and killed him. Y ou then claim, finally, that he became alive
and returned to his former state [of divinity]! Y ou voice your opinion in vain and to no
purpose, for thisis the root of the controversy between us! Nevertheless, we shall also
speak about the Messiah [an issue secondary to the principal point of contention, as|
explained], in accordance with your wish.

G. Why the Jews Believe that the Messiah Has Not Come.
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48. Friar Paul inquired, "Do you [yourself] believe that he has already come?"

49. | answered, "No, | believe and know, rather, that he has not come. Besides the
Nazarene, there has never been a person in the world who himself said or of whom it was
said that heis Messiah. It isimpossible for meto accept that he is the Messiah, for the
prophet has said of the Messiah, He will have dominion from sea to sea, and from the
river unto the ends of the earth. The Nazarene though, had no dominion. During hislife,
he was persecuted by his enemies and was in hiding from them. Inthe end, hefell into
their hands and was not [even] able to help himself. How [then] could he help Israel?
Even after his death, he had no dominion, for the might of Rome was not due to him. On
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the contrary, before [the Romans| believed in him, the city of Rome ruled over the
greatest part of the world, but after they adopted his religion, they lost many kingdoms.
At present, the worshippers of Mohammed have more [dominion and] power than [the
Christians]. Similarly, the prophet states that in the time of the Messiah, They shall teach
no more every man his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying: Know the Eternal,
for they shall all know Me, etc. Itisfurther stated, For the earth shall be full of the
knowledge of the Eternal, asthe waters cover thesea, anditisalso said, And they shall
beat their swordsinto ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall
not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. From the days of
the Nazarene until now, the entire world has been full of violence and robbery. [Indeed],
the Christians spill more blood than the rest of the nations, and they also lead immoral
lives. How difficult it would be for you, my lord king, and these your knights if they
would neither ... learn war any more! The prophet further said about the Messiah, And
he shall smite the land with the rod his mouth. [ The Rabbis] in the book of Hagadah
which Friar Paul isholding explainit [as follows]: People will say to King Messiah,
‘That country has rebelled against you." He will declare, 'L et the locust come and lay it
waste." They will say to him, 'That district has rebelled against you." He will say, 'Let [a
horde of ] mixed beasts come and destroy it." Thisdid not occur with the Nazarene. As
for you, his servants, [despite your avowals of belief in the Nazarene's elimination of
war], you [still] consider it advantageous to have [weapons and] mail-covered steeds.

Y et, at times, all this availeth nothing for you. | will yet bring you many proofs from the
words of the prophets.”

H. Maimonides and the Messiah
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72. Afterwards, on the third day [of the disputation], our lord the king set hisroyal

pal ace as the place where the debate was to be held, saying it should be held without
ostentation. We sat near the entrance to the palace. Friar Paul opened with meaningless
words of no interest. Afterwards, he declared, "I will bring proof from their great sage,
who has been unparalleled in his greatness for the past four hundred years. Hisnameis
Moses [Maimonides| of Egypt, and he states that the Messiah will die and his son and
grandson will rule after him, and not, as you have said, that he will not die as other
peopledo.” He asked for the Book of Shoftim.

73. | said before them, "It is not found thus in that book. However, | admit that there are
some of our Sages who say, as | mentioned earlier, that in the opinion of the books of
Hagadah, he was born on the day of the destruction [of the Temple] and lives forever.

Y et, the opinion of the masters of the literal meaning is that he will be born close to the
time of the designated period of the redemption. He will live normally for many years
and diein honor, and he will bequeath his crown to hisson. | have aready stated that |
believe in this view and that the only difference between the present world and the era of
the Messiah is political subjection.”

74. At thistime, they brought the text which [Friar Paul] had requested, and he searched
[for the passage in question] but could not find it. | then took the book from his hand and
said, "Hear the words of the book which he brings," and | recited to them from the
beginning of the chapter: "King Messiah is destined to arise for Israel, and he will build
the Temple and gather the banished of Isragl.”

75. Friar Arnaldo de Segurradeclared, "He [Maimonides] utterslies!"
76. | retorted, "Until now, he was the greatest sage, and now heisaliar!”
77. Theking rebuked [Friar Arnaldo], "It is not proper to show disrespect to scholars."”

78. | said to the king, "[Mamonides] is not lying, for | will prove from the Torah and
from the prophets that all that he stated istrue. Upon the Messiah will fall the task of
gathering the banished of Isragl and the dispersed ones of Judah - twelve tribes - but the
Nazarene gathered no one. He did not live during the time of the exile [and had no
occasion to redeem them]. The Messiah will have to build the Templein Jerusalem, but
the Nazarene neither built [the Temple] nor destroyed it. The Messiah will rule over al
peoples, but [the Nazarene] did not even rule over himself." [That is, he had not
sufficient dominion to prevent his persecution and execution.] Then | read them the
passage [in the Torah] which begins, And it shall come to pass, when all these things are
come upon thee, the blessing and the curse, which | have set before thee, and concluded
the passage until [the words], And the Eternal thy G-d will put all these curses upon thine
enemies, and on them that hate thee, that persecuted thee. | explained to them that thine
enemies arethe Christians, and they that hate thee are the Arabs, the two nations which
persecute us. They did not answer at all, and they |eft.
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l. The Aftermath of the Disputation and the Confrontation in the Synagogue
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102. Thisisan account of all the discussions. To my knowledge, | have not atered
anything init. After this[final session] on the same day, | stood before our lord king, and
he said, "Let the disputation remain [asit is], for | have never seen a man who is not right
argue hiscase aswell," [that is], as[well as] | have done. | then heard in the court that it
is the wish of the king and the preachers to come to the synagogue on the day of the
Sabbath. | therefore remained in the city [of Barcelona] eight days. When they came [to
the synagogue on] the following Sabbath, | answered our lord king fittingly [and)]
properly, for he lectured vigorously that the Nazarene was the deliverer.

103. | arose and said, "The words of our lord king delivered before princes and
distinguished nobles - coming, as they do, from the mouth of an exalted and honored
prince - are unigue in the world, but | will not praise them [by saying] that they are true,
for | have clear proofs and texts as bright as the sun that the truth is not as he said.
However, he [the speaker - that is, Ramban himself] is not worthy [enough] to dispute
with him. Yet, | will say one thing about which | am very much amazed a him. The
things he said in our presence to make us believe that the Nazarene is the deliverer [were
said by] the Nazarene himself [when he] brought the same message to our ancestors and
tried to tell it to them. They refuted him to his face with a perfect and strong rejection
[despite the fact that] it was he [himself speaking], who knew and could argue hisclaim
that he was G-d, in accordance with your opinion, better that the king [can today]. Now,
if our ancestors who saw him and knew him did not heed him, how can we believe and
heed the voice of the king, whose only knowledge of the matter stems merely [from the
hearsay] of distant reporters who heard it from people who neither knew him nor were his
countrymen as our ancestors knew [him] and were witnesses [to his life]!

104. Afterwards, Friar Raymond de Penyafort arose and lectured on the trinity, saying
that it iswisdom, will and power. He declared in the synagogue, "The Master [Ramban]
agreed to thisin Gerona; [he concurred] with the words of Friar Paul."

105. | stood up and objected, "Hearken and hear my words, Jews and gentiles. Friar Paul
asked me in Geronaif | believein thetrinity. | asked him, 'What is the trinity? [Does it
mean] that G-d is[composed of] three coarse bodies like [the bodies], of men? He
answered, 'No." [I asked], 'Are they three ethereal substances like souls or three angels?
Hesaid, 'No." [l inquired further], 'Isit one thing composed of three [elements] as
[physical] bodies consist of the four elements? He said, 'No." If so, [I challenged], 'What
isthetrinity? Heanswered, [Itis] thewisdom, will, and power." | said, 'l admit that G-d
iswise and not foolish, that He has will without emotion, and that He is powerful and not
weak. However, the expression trinity is a fundamental error, for wisdom is not [an
external element of] chance in the Creator. Rather, He and His Wisdom are One, He and
HisWill are One, He and His Power are One; if so, wisdom, will, and power are al One.
Even if He were affected by [external] chances, that which is G-dly would still not be
three, but G-d, He is the One Who is the Subject of the three [elements of] chance.' At
this point, our lord king expressed an analogy which the decelvers taught him. He said
that there are three things in wine - color, taste, and smell - and [yet] they are one.
However, thisis afundamental error, for the color, taste, and smell in the wine are
separate things. Each can be found without the other, for there are red and white and
other colored [wines]. The same appliesto taste and smell. Moreover, the wineis not
the redness or the taste or the sméell; it is the substance of the wine [itself] that fills the
vessels. Thus, [the wing] is a substance carrying three different propertiesin which there
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isno unity. Should we mistakenly [count the Divine Wisdom, Will, and Power as three
separate entities], then perforce we should be [properly] speaking of a unit of four
[components], for the Being Who is G-d and His Wisdom, Will, and Power should [all]
be counted, which make four. Moreover, you should be speaking of five, for Heisliving,
and lifein Him is[as essential] as wisdom, and He would be then defined as living, wise,
willing, powerful, and the essence of G-dliness, [all of] which arefivel However, al this
isaclear mistake."

106. Friar Paul then arose and declared that he believesin the real unity and that
nevertheless they arethree. [He said] further that it is very profound matter which [even]
the angels and the ministers on high do not understand.

107. | arose and said, "It is clear that man does not believe what he does not know. |f so,
the angels [too] cannot believein the trinity." Hisfriends prevented [Friar Paul] from
answering [further].

108. The king then stood and descended from the pulpit, and they left [the synagogue].
On the following day, | stood before our lord king, and he said to me, "Return to your
city, to life, and to peace.” He gave methreehundred  dinarim. | parted from himin
abounding love. May G-d make me worthy of lifein the World to Come. Amen.

J Further Disputations
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Thisisour situation with the two nations (i.e. the world of Islam and Christendom). We
are required to diligently labor in the study of Torah in order to repudiate their claims.
Because of this, we have allowed ourselves to read the book of their errors (evangelical
writings) in order to deduce incontrovertible proofs against them from their own words.
Rav Shimon ben Tzemach Duran in hiscommentary Mogen Avosto Pirkei Avos
4:14



