5.

CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

Describe the monetary system in Palestine at the time
of the Mishna.

How often did bathing normally occur in the villages of
Palestine?

Describe the wearing of shoes and sandals in the cities
and in the villages.

Describe the dining table used in Palestine at the time
of the Mishna.

What materias were used for writing?
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This and much more will be addressed in the eleventh lecture of
this series: "How Did They Livein Antiquity".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions
In mind as you listen to the tape and read through the outline. Go

back to these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see
how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of
Jewish History. Although the lectures can be listened to without
the use of the outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance
your comprehension. Use it aswell as a handy reference guide and
for quick review.
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HOW DID THEY LIVEIN ANTIQUITY?

1. Language
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Rabbi stated: Why use the Syriac language in Eretz Yisrael [where] either the Holy
Tongue or the Greek language [could be employed]? And R. Y ose said: Why use the
Aramaic language in Babylon [where] the Holy Tongue or the Persian language [could
be used]? Bava Kama 82b-83a

B. | have also taken agreat deal of pains to obtain the learning of the Greeks, and
understand the elements of the Greek language,  although | have so long accustomed
myself to speak our own tongue, that | cannot pronounce Greek with sufficient exactness,
for our nation does not encourage those that learn the languages of many nations.
Josephus, Antiquities Book XX 11:2

. Currency
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Go out and estimate: how many perutahs are there in two sela’s? More than two
thousand. Seeing that there are not even two thousand, can he [the Tanna] call it more
than two thousand? Thereupon a certain old man said to him: | learnt it, close on two
thousand. But even so, it is only one-thousand-five-hundred-thirty-six! Since it passes
beyond half [athousand], it is called close on two thousand. Kiddushin 12a
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The five sela's mentioned in connection with a firstborn, the thirty of a slave, the fifty of
aravisher and a seducer, and the hundred of a slanderer — all these are [ computed] by
the holy shekel according to the Tyrian maneh. Kiddushin 11b
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If he misappropriated a coin and it became cracked etc. R. Huna said: It became cracked
means that it actually cracked, [and] it went out of use  means that the Government
declared it obsolete. But Rav Y ehudah said that where the Government declared the coin
obsolete it would be tantamount to its being disfigured, and what was meant by it went
out of use isthat the inhabitants of a particular province rejected it while it was still in
circulation in another province. Bava Kama 97a
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By how much may the Sela be deficient and yet involve no overreaching? R. Meir said:
four issars, which isan issar per denar. R. Y ehudah said: four pundions, whichisa
pundion per denar. R. Shimon said: eight pundions, which is two pundions per denar.
BavaMetzia 51b
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A poor man travelling from place to place must be given not less than aloaf [valued] at a
pundion when four se'ahs cost one sela. . . He who possesses two hundred zuz, may not
take 'gleanings, the forgotten sheaf, peah or the poor man'stithe. Peah 8:7, 8

[1. Lifein Town and Country

A. Asfor ourselves, therefore, we neither inhabit a maritime country nor do we
delight in merchandise, nor in such a mixture with other men as arises from it; but the
citieswe dwell in are remote from the sea, and having a fruitful country for our
habitation, we take painsin cultivating that only. Our principle care of al isthis: to

educate our children well, and we think it to be the most necessary business of our whole
life to observe the laws that have been given us and to keep those rules of piety that have
been delivered down to us. Josephus, Against Apion Book | Par. 12
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The villages, however, may push the reading forward to the court day.  R. Hanina said:
The Sages made a concession to the villages by allowing them to push the reading
forward to the Court day, in order that they might furnish food and water to their brethren
in the cities. . . . Do not read [in the dictum of R. Hanina] ‘in order that they may furnish
food and water’, bu t read, ‘ because they furnish food and water to their brethren in the
cities. Megillada, b
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One may readily grant [the justice of the ruling that a wife may not be compelled to
move] from a city to a town , since everything [necessary] is obtainable in a city while not
everything is obtainable in atown. On what grounds, however, [can she not be compelled
to move] from a town to a city ?— [This ruling] provides support for R. Y osei b. Hanina
who stated, ‘Whenceisit deduced that city life isdifficult? [From Scripture] whereit is
said: And the people blessed all men that willingly offered themselves to dwell in
Jerusalem (Nehemia 11)." Kesubos 110b
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Rava made the following exposition: What [are the allusiong] in the Scriptural text:
Come, my beloved, let us go forth into the field; let us lodge in the villages, let us get up
early to the vineyards; let us see whether the vine hath budded, whether the vine-blossom
be opened and the pomegranates be in flower; there will | give thee my love (Song of
Songs 7)?‘ Come, my beloved, let its go forth in to the field’; the congregation of Israel
spoke before the Holy One, blessed be He: Lord of the universe, do not judge me as [thou
wouldst] those who reside in large towns who indulge in robbery, in adultery, and in vain
and false oaths; ‘let us go forth into the field'; come, and | will show Thee scholars who
study the Torah in poverty. Eiruvin 21b
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E. These two Galilees, so large and encompassed with so many nations of foreigners,
have aways been able to make a strong resistance on all occasions of war, for the
Galileans are enured to war from their infancy and have been always very numerous, nor
hath the country been ever destitute of men of courage or wanted a numerous set of them,
for their soil isuniversally rich and fruitful and full of the plantations of trees of all sorts,
insomuch that it invited the most slothful to take painsin its cultivation by its
fruitfulness; accordingly, it isall cultivated by itsinhabitants, and no part of it liesidle.
Moreover, the cities lie here very thick and there are very many villages here everywhere
so full of people, by the richness of their soil, that the very least of them contain above
fifteen thousand inhabitants. Josephus, The War s of the Jews, Book 111 3:2
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R. Eleazar further stated: No occupation isinferior to that of agricultural labour; for itis
said, ‘And they shall come down.” (Genesis 2:18) R. Eleazar once saw a plot of land that
was ploughed across its width. *Wert thou to be ploughed along thy length also’, he
remarked, ‘engaging in business would still be more profitable’ . Rav once entered among
growing ears of corn. Seeing that they were swaying he called out to them, ‘ Swing as you
will, engaging in business brings more profit than you can do’. Rava said: A hundred zuz
in business means meat and wine every day; a hundred zuz in land, only salt and
vegetables. Furthermore it causes him to deep on the ground and embroils him in strife.
R. Papa said, * Sow but do not buy, even if the cost is the same; thereis ablessing in the
former.” Yevomos 63a
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Rava said to the Rabbis: | would ask you not to appear before me during Nisan and Tishri
so that you may not be anxious about your food supply during the rest of the year.
Berachos 35b
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Our Rabbis taught: One may not hollow out alamp and one may not make Ironian
stewpots on aFestival. R. Shimon b. Gamliel permits Ironian stewpots. What does
Ironian mean? — Said Rav Y ehudah: Provincial. What does *provincia’ mean? — Said
Abaye: Peasants platters. Beitza 32a
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Rabbi Y osal said: The Braiisamust be referring to small villages that gather up their
flockswhileit isstill day in order to avoid the wild animals. Talmud Y erushalmi
Berochos 1:1
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If the husband imposes a vow upon his wife that she shouldn't wash in a bath in the city
for aperiod of aweek or in avillage for a period of two weeks, [or if he imposes avow]
that she shouldn't wear shoesin the villages for a period of three monthsor in the city
for a period of twenty four hours, [than the wife can demand a divorce with full rights of
the Kesubah]. Talmud Y erushalmi Kesubos 7:4
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Rav Y ehudah citing Rav remarked: Dwellersin huts and travelersin the desert lead a
miserable life, and their wives and children are not really their own. So it was also
taught: Eliezer of Biriaremarked: Those who dwell in huts are like those who dwell in
graves, and concerning their daughters Scripture says. Cursed be he that lieth with any
manner of beast. What is the reason? Ulla explained: Because they have no bath houses,
and R. Johanan explained: Because they [allow each other to] perceive the times of their
ritual immersion. What is the practical difference between them? — The case where a
river isnear the house. Eiruvin 55b

V. Trades and Professions
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It has been taught: A scholar should not reside in a city where the following ten things
are not found: A court of justice that imposes flagellation and decrees penalties; a charity
fund collected by two and distributed by three; a Synagogue; public baths; a
convenience; acircumciser (or doctor); a surgeon (or blood letter), anotary; a
slaughterer and a school-master. Sanhedrin 17b
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It was taught: A tailor must not go out with a needle stuck in his garment, nor a carpenter
with a chip behind his ear, nor a[wool] corder with the cord in his ear, nor a weaver with
the cotton in hisear, nor adyer with a[color] sample round his neck, nor a
money-changer with adenar in hisear. Shabbos 11a
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Our Rabbis taught: He whose business is with women has terrible temptations; e.g.,
goldsmiths, carders, [handmill] cleaners, peddlers, wool-dressers (weavers), barbers,
launderers, blood letters, bath attendants and tanners. Of these neither a king nor a High
Priest may be appointed. What is the reason? Not because they are unfit, but because
their profession is unbecoming.

Bar Kappara taught: One should always teach his son a clean and easy craft. What isit?
— Said Rab Y ehudah: Quilting. Kiddushin 82a

D.
59K LRDR 2970 NIVDUD LNIOYD 1A T DINIX ITAPM I1RYW DI AmIR TI0° 29
D PWITR LRPOOY TINART ,IT1%2 RIOK 23779172 ORM .NwYH 1T5n

R. Y ehudah said: He who does not teach his son a craft teaches him brigandage.
"Brigandage"! can you think so? — Rather say: Itis like teaching him brigandage.
Wherein do they differ? — They differ where he teaches him business. Kiddushin 30b
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Abba Gurion of Zadian said on the authority of Abba Guria: One should not teach his
son to be a donkey-driver, camel-driver, waggoner, sailor, shepherd, or shopkeeper,
because their profession is the profession of robbers. R. Nehorai said: | abandon every
trade in the world and teach my son Torah only. Kiddushin 82a

V. Clothing

A. Shoes
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R. Y ehudah says: Not even white shoes. It was taught: R. Judah permits black [sandals]
and forbids white because they [still] require a clod containing silicate of iron (used for
blackening iron). R. Y ose forbids black [shoes] because they [still] requireto be
smoothed. And they do not differ. The one Master [ruling] according to his district and
the other Master according to hisdistrict. In the district of the one Master [the shoe was
finished] with the flesh [side of the |eather] inside, [and] in the district of the other
Master [they finished the shoes] with the flesh [side] outwards. Beitza 14b
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And the laces of her shoes or sandals. It was stated: If one unties the laces of his shoes or
sandals, — one [Baraitha] taught: He is liable to a sin-offering; another taught: He is not
liable, yet it is forbidden; while athird taught: It is permitted in the first place. Thus [the
rulings on] shoes are contradictory, and [those on] sandals are contradictory? [The
rulings on] shoes are not contradictory: when it teaches, ‘heisliable to asin-offering’, it
refersto cobblers' [knots]; ‘heisnot liable, but it isforbidden’ — that refersto [aknot]
of the Rabbis; ‘it is permitted in the first place’, refers to [the knots] of the townspeople
of Mahoza. [The rulings on] sandals too are not contradictory: when it statesthat ‘oneis
liable to asin-offering’, it refersto [sandals] of travellerstied by cobblers; oneis not
liable yet it isforbidden’, refers to amateur knots tied by [the wearers] themselves; ‘it is
permitted at the outset’, refers to sandals in which two go out, as was the case with Rab
Judah. For Rab Judah, brother of R. Sallathe Pious, had a pair of sandals, at times he
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went out in them, at others his child. He went to Abaye and asked him, How isit in such
acase?-Oneis liable to asin-offering [for tying them], he replied. | do not even
understand why [though] oneis not liable for thisyet it is forbidden, and you tell me that
oneisliable to asin-offering. What is the reason? — "Because on weekdays too," he
replied, "at times | go out in them, at others the child. In that case, said he, it is permitted
at the outset." Shabbos 112a
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What is the sign of the bed of atalmid chacham? — That nothing is kept under it save
sandals in the summer season and shoes in the rainy season. Bava Basra 58a

B. The Wardrobe
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And these are the eighteen garments: a cloak, undertunic, hollow belt, linen [sleeveless|
tunic, shirt, felt cap, apron, a pair of trousers, apair of shoes, apair of socks, apair of
breeches, the girdle round hisloins, the hat on his head and the scarf round his neck.
Shabbos 120a
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R. Y ochanan asked R. Banaah how [long] the under-garment of atalmid chacham
[should be]. He replied: So long that his flesh should not be visible beneath it. How [long
should] the upper garment of atalmid chacham [be]? — So long that not more than a
handbreadth of his under-garment should be visible underneath. Bava Basra 57b
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Rav Y ehudah said in Shmuel's name: [It is forbidden] even to distinguish between one's
own garments and hiswife's [by lamp light]. Said Rava: That was stated only of
townspeople; but those of country folk are easily distinguished. And [even] in the case of
townspeopl e this was stated only of old women; but those of young women are readily
distinguishable. Shabbos 12a



Series|l|I 9 Lecture #11

VI. The Bathhouse

A.
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If one enters the baths in the place where people stand dressed, both reading [the Shema]
and prayer [the Eighteen Benedictions] are permissible, and a greeting of ‘ Peace’ goes
without saying; and one may don the phylacteries there, and it goes without saying that
he need not remove them [if already wearing them]; in the place where people stand
undressed and dressed, agreeting of ‘ Peace’ is permissible there but one may not read
[the shema] nor don the phylacteries but he need not remove them [if already wearing
them]; in the place where people stand undressed, a greeting of ‘ Peace’ is not
permissible there and reading and praying goes without saying; the phylacteries must be
removed, and it goes without saying that they must not be donned. in the place where
people stand undressed, a greeting of ‘Peace’ is not permissible there and reading and
praying goes without saying; the phylacteries must be removed, and it goes without
saying that they must not be donned. Shabbos 10a
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Our Rabbis taught: If the holes of a bath-house are plugged on the eve of the Sabbath,
one may bathe therein immediately after the conclusion of the Sabbath; if on the eve of a
Festival, one may enter on the morrow, sweat, and go out and have a souse bath in the
outer chamber. Rav Y ehudah said: it once happened at the baths of Bene Berak that the
holes were plugged on the eve of a Festival: on the morrow R. Elazar b. Azariah and R.
Akiva entered, sweated therein, went out, and had a souse bath in the outer chamber, but
the warm water was covered over with boards. When the matter came before the Sages,
they said: Even if the warm water is not covered with boards. But when transgressors
grew in number, they began forbidding it. One may stroll through the baths of large
cities and need have no fear. Shabbos 40a

C.

*2% DY 73R 237 IR 17 INDRAW /T JPIDY CIX FTIM RAR 27 AR 7IDIR XM 7D %D

M3 5733 I ORP 2TW XTIAY DY Op Xo*1 Y WUNANKR L7PNINM °13 %2 NUMBR 212
L0 NID73 LRAR 377 117 IR TR



Series|l|I 10 Lecture #11

On leaving the bath-house what does he say? R. Ahasaid: | give thanks unto Thee, O
L-rd, my G-d, that Thou hast delivered me from the fire. R. Abbahu once went into the
bathhouse and the floor of the bath-house gave way beneath him, and a miracle was
wrought for him, and he stood on a pillar and rescued a hundred and one men with one
arm. He said: Thisiswhat R. Ahameant. Berachos 60a
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If one bathes in hot water and does not have a cold shower bath, heislike iron put into
fire but not into cold water. If one bathes without anointing, he is like water [poured]
over abarrel. Shabbos4la

VII. Streets and Houses
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It was taught: [ The movement of objectsin] an alley cannot be permitted [on the
Sabbath] by means of a sidepost and a crossbeam unless houses and courtyards open out
intoit. Eiruvin 5a
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‘And akarmelith.” Arethen all these [sea, plain and colonnade] too not karmelith? —
When R. Dimi came, he said in the name of R. Y ochanan: Thisis necessary only in
respect of a corner near a street: though the masses sometimes press and overflow
therein, yet since it isinconvenient for [general] use, it ranks as a karmelith.

When R. Dimi came, he said in R. Y ochanan's name: [ The place] between the pillarsis
treated as a karmelith. What is the reason? Though the general public walk through there,
since they cannot proceed with ease, it isas akarmelith. R. Zerasaid in Rab Y ehudah's
name: The balcony in front of the pillarsis treated as a karmelith. Now, he who stated
thus of [the ground] between the pillars, — how much more so the balcony! But he who
mentions the bal cony-only the balcony [ranks as a karmelith], because it is inconvenient
for [general] use, but not [the ground] between the pillars, which is convenient for
[general] use. Another version: but [the place] between the pillars, through which the
public occasionally walk, isas public ground. Shabbos 7a
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In the case of an animal [standing in amarket place but] turning its head into the
sideways [and unlawfully consuming food which was lying there], Rav maintains that
there will be liability [for the actual damage] whereas Shmuel says that there will be no
liability [for the actual damage]. But according to Shmuel, how then can it happen that
there will be liability to pay for actual damage? — Only when, e.g., the animal had
quitted the market place atogether and had walked right into the sideways of the market
place. R. Nahman b. Yitzchak raised an objection: So also if it consumed at the entrance
of a shop, payment to the extent of the benefit will be made.  How could the damage in
this case have occurred unless, of course, by the animal having turned [its head to the
entrance of the shop]? Y et the text states, payment to the extent of the benefit. [That isto
say,] only to the extent of the benefit [derived by the animal] but not for the actual
damage done by it? — He raised the objection and he himself answered it: The entrance
to the shop might have been at a corner [in which case the animal had access to the food
placed there without having to turn its head]. Bava Kama 21a
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R. Yaacov said: Thisworld is like unto a vestibule (prostare) before the world to come;
prepare theyself in the vestibule, so that thou mayest enter the banquet hall (triclinium).
Avos 4:16
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Every metal vessel that has a name of its own is susceptible to uncleanness, excepting a
door, abolt, alock, a socket under a hinge, ahinge, a clapper, and the threshold groove
under adoor post, since these are intended to be attached to the ground. Kailim 11:2
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One may let down fruits through atrap-door [or sky light or compluviium] on afestival
but not on Shabbos. Beitza 35b

G.
171270 .7T02OR NEHRIM RPAW XN

A courtyard which is surrounded by an exedra[or peristyle]. Sukkah 17a

VIll. Bedsand Sofas

A. Strapwork
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What is a mittah, and what adargesh? — R. Yirmiah said: [In] a mittah [a bedstead] the
strapwork is drawn on top; a dargesh has the strapwork inside. An objection is raised:
From when are wooden articles ready to receive uncleanliness? A mittah and acradle
from when they are smoothed [by being rubbed] with fish skin. Now if the mittah hasits
strapwork drawn up on top, why must it be smoothed with fish skin? But both [the mittah
and the dargesh] have their strappings drawn inside: a mittah has its straps drawn in and
on through dlits [in the boards]; those of a dargesh go in and on through loops. Nedarim
56b

B. Interlacing Strapwork
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And the cords may be interlaced in bed-frames. [R. Y ose says they may only be
tightened]. What is meant by ‘interlacing’ and what by ‘tightening’ ? When R. Dimi came
[from Palestine] he said that R. Hiyyab. Abbaand R. Assi had different views on this,
both reporting in the name of Hezekiah and R. Johanan. One said that ‘interlacing’ meant
[interlacing] both the warp and the woof, and that ‘ tightening’ meant putting in the warp
without the woof; while the other said that ‘interlacing’ meant putting in the warp
without the woof, and tightening’ meant that he may tighten a girth cord if it has become
dack. Moed Katan 10a
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C. Pillows and Cushions
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In the case of a bolster and a cushion of leather it is necessary that the water enter inside
them; but in the case of around cushion . . . it is hot necessary that the water enter inside
them. Mikvaos 10:2

D. Footstools
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When Rabbi wanted to get on his bed Antoninus crouched in front of it saying, ‘Get on
to your bed by stepping on me.” Avodah Zarah 10b
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R. Tarfon had a mother for whom, whenever she wished to mount into bed, he would
bend down to let her ascend; (and when she wished to descend, she stepped down upon
him). Kiddushin 31b

E. Frames
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A bed frame that was put on props, R. Meir and R. Y ehudah rule that is susceptible to
uncleanness but R. Yosel and R. Shimon rule that it is clean. R. Y ose argued wherein
does this differ from the bed frames of the sons of Levi which are clean? If abed that
had contracted midras uncleanness lost a short side and two legs it till remains unclean,
but if along side and two legs were lost it becomes clean. R. Nechemiaruled it is
unclean if two props at opposite corners were cut off, or if two legs at opposite corners
were cut off, or if the bed was reduced to alevel of less than a handbreadth, it becomes
clean. Kailim 18:4,5

F. The Canopy
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The poles of abed, its base, and its wrapper are clean only the bed itself and its frame are
susceptible to uncleanness. The bed frames of the sons of Levi, however, are clean.
Kailim 18:3
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It has been taught, naklitin [means a frame with] two [poles], and kinofoth [means a
frame with] four [poles]; if one spread a sheet over the frame of kinofoth it isinvalid, if
over naklitin, it isvalid, provided that the naklitin are not ten [handbreadths] high above
the bed. Thisimplies that kinofoth [are invalid] even if they are less than ten
[handbreadths high] ? — Kinofoth are different, since they are permanent. Sukkah 10b

G. Two Beds
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A couch, a couch and a mattress must be left to a weathy man, and a couch, a couch and
amatting for a poor man. For whom [is the second couch]? Shall we say, For hiswife,
sons, and daughters? But you say, ‘but not for hiswife, sons and daughters’! Hence both
are for himself. Then why two? — One at which he eats and the other on which he
seeps. Bava Metzia 113b

IX. Meds

A.

JPRTI Y ,TAXA MY ,700 19 NYRN :NYINW NI 11K 0°737 WY AW 7337 110

J7I5NY LYW 1771 719593 710 TInhY L1072 791 ,oND NnvonmY LRI 119

N3 ,NANR AWRY TIRND IR INWKRD pR1IY 530 Ahyn 1wa PRI L1702 07pnn
TR RYY¥7 K22 AN DX 0739717 1IRIPA DR XOXIN X 09X W7 ,0°97 21330 717D

Our Rabbis taught: Thirteen things were said of the morning bread: It is an antidote
againgt heat and cold, winds and demons; instills wisdom into the simple, causes one to
triumph in alawsuit, enables one to study and teach the Torah, to have his words heeded,
and retain scholarship; he [who partakes thereof] does not perspire, lives with hiswife
and does not lust after other women; and it kills the worms in on€e'sintestines. Some say,
it also expels jealousy and induces love. Bava Metzia 107b
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Our Rabbis taught: The first hour [of the day] is the mealtime for gladiators; the second,
for robbers; the third, for heirs; the fourth, for labourers, the fifth, for all [other] people.
But that is not so, for R. Papa said: The fourth [hour] is the meatime for all
people?-Rather the fourth hour is the mealtime for all [other] people, the fifth for
[agricultural] laborers, and the sixth for scholars. After that it islike throwing a stone
into abarrel. Abaye said: That wassaid only if nothing at all is eaten in the morning; but
if something is eaten in the morning, there is no objection. Shabbos 10a
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Here the Torah intimates a matter of good form; that one should eat meat but at night.
But surely Abaye said: One who has ameal should ezt it only during the day? — We
mean: asin day-light. Yoma 75b
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It was taught: What is the order of reclining? When there are two couches in a set, the
senior one reclines first, and then the junior takes his place below him. When there are
three couches, the senior takes his place first, the second next above him, and then the
third one below him. Washing before the meal commences with the senior one, washing
after the meal, if there are five, commences with the senior, and if there are a hundred it
commences with the junior until five are left, and then they start from the senior one. The
saying of graceis assigned to the one to whom the washing thus reverts. Berachos 47b
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Lying on the back is not reclining; reclining on the right side is not reclining. Moreover
he may put [his food] into the windpipe before the gullet, and thus endanger himself.
Pesachim 108a
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Ravaand R. Zera once visited the Exilarch. After they had removed the tray from before
them, a gift [of fruit] was sent them from the Exilarch. Raba partook, but R. Zera did not
partake. Said the latter to him: Does not the Master hold that if the food has been
removed it is forbidden to eat? He replied: We can rely on the tray of the Exilarch.

Rav said: If one is accustomed to [rub his hands with] oil [after ameal], he can wait for
the oil. R. Ashi said: When we were with R. Kahana he said to us: I, for instance, who
am accustomed to use oil, can wait for the oil. But the law is not as stated in al those
dictareported above, but as thus stated by R. Hiyyab. Ashi in the name of Rav: Three
things should follow immediately one on the other. The killing [of the sacrifice] should
follow immediately on the laying on of hands. Tefillah should follow immediately on
ge'ullah. Grace should follow immediately on the washing of hands. Berachos 42a

X. Banquets
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What is the procedure for reclining? The guests enter and sit on benches or [cathedra]
chairs until they are al assembled. When water is brought, each one washes one hand.
When wine is brought, each one says a blessing for himself. When they go up [on to the
couches] and recline, and water is brought to them, although each one of them has
aready washed one hand, he now again washes both hands. When wine is brought to
them, although each one has said a blessing for himself, one now says a blessing on
behalf of all. Berachos43a
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A blessing said over the wine taken before the meal serves aso for the wine taken after
the meal. A blessing over the hors d'oevres taken before the meal servesfor the sweets
taken after the meal. Berachos 42a
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Rabbah b. Bar Hanah said in the name of R. Y ochanan: This was meant to apply only to
Sabbaths and festivals, because then a man makes wine an essential part of hismeal. On
others days of the year, however, ablessing is said over each cup. It has also been
reported: Rabbah b. Mari said in the name of R. Y ehoshuab. Levi: Thiswas meant to
apply only to Sabbaths and festivals, and to meals taken when a man leaves the bath or
after bloodletting, because on such occasions a man makes wine an essential part of the
meal. On other days of the year, however, ablessing is said over each cup. Berachos
42b
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‘Wine and health to the mouth of our teachers!’ is not considered the ways of the
Amorite. It once happened that R. Akiva made a banquet for his son and over every glass
[of liquor] that he brought he exclaimed, ‘Wine and health to the mouth of our teachers;
health and wine to the mouths of our teachers and their disciples!” Shabbos 67b
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What does A phikoman mean? . . . Shmuel said: E.g., mushrooms for myself and pigeons
for Abba. R. Haninab. Shilaand R. Y ochanan said: E.qg., dates, parched ears of corn,
and nuts. Pesachim 119b
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The same one [who made the benediction over the wine] says the benediction over the
perfume [fragrant spices over cods] although the perfume is not brought in until after the
meal. Berachos42b

XI. Soldiers and Gladiators
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Three different laws are applicable to shields: The bent shield (scutum) is susceptible to
"midras" uncleanness; The shield with which combatants play in the arenais susceptible
to corpse uncleanness; and the toy-shield of the Arabsis free from all uncleanness.
Keilim 24:1
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The sword, knife, dagger, spear . . . are susceptible to uncleanness. Keilim 13:1
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[Oneisnot alowed to go out on Shabbos] with a"shiryon", nor with a"kasda’', nor with
"megafayim"”. "Shiryon" isacoat of mail. "Kasda', — Rav said: It isa polished metal
helmet. "Megafayim", — Rav said: These are greaves. Shabbos 62a
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R. Yosai ruled: A horse-cloth is aso susceptible to uncleanness as seat, since people
stand onitinthe arena. Keilim 23:2
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It wastaught: R. Shimon allows grain: e.g., whest, to prepare thereof food for gladiators.
Beitza 14b
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Our Rabbis taught: Thefirst hour [of the day] isthe mealtime for gladiators.  Shabbos
10a
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Resh Lakish once sold himself to the Lydians (or agladiatorial school). He took with
him abag with astonein it, because, he said, it is a known fact that on the last day they
grant any request [of the man they are about to kill] in order that he may forgive them his
murder. On the last day they said to him: What would you like? He replied: | want you to
let me tie your arms and seat you in a row and give each one of you a blow and a half
with my bottle. He bound them and seated them, and gave each of them a blow with his
bag which stunned him. [One of them] ground his teeth at him. Are you laughing at me?
he said. | have still half abag left for you. So he killed them all and made off. Gittin
47a
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Our Rabbis taught: Those who visit stadiums or a camp and witness there [the
performance] of sorcerers and enchanters, or of bukion and mukion, lulion and mulion,
blurin or salgurin (different forms of entertainment) — lo, thisis‘the seat of the
scornful,” and against those [who visit them] Scripture says, Happy is the man that hath
not walked in the counsel of the wicked . . . nor sat in the seat of the scornful, but his
delightisin the law of the Lord (Psalms 1:1). From here you can infer that those things
cause one to neglect the Torah.

Our Rabbis taught: One should not go to theatres or circuses because entertainments are
arranged there in honour of theidols. Thisis the opinion of Rabbi Meir. But the Sages
say: Where such entertainments are given there is the prohibition of being suspected of
idolatrous worship, and where such entertainment is not given. the prohibition is because
of being in ‘the seat of the scornful’. What is the difference between these two reasons?
Said Rav Chanina of Sura: The differenceisin the case of already having done business.
[If the prohibitionisrelated to idolotry then the proceeds of the sale are forbidden.]
Avodah Zarah 18b



