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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. What wasthe purpose of the Gaon's self imposed
exile?

2. Describe the Gaon's influence upon his generation.

3.  Magor changes occurred in the Gaon's life after he
turned forty. What were they?

4. What was the Gaon's attitude to pilpul ?

5. Describe the learning schedul e that the Gaon advised
his students to follow.

This and much more will be addressed in the thirteenth
lecture of this series. "The Legacy of the Vilna Gaon".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these
guestions in mind, as you listen to the tape and read
through the outline. Go back to these questions once again
at the end of the lecture and see how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was
designed as a powerful tool to help you appreciate and
understand the basis of Jewish History. Although the
lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline, we
advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it, as well, as a handy reference guide
and for quick review.
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THE LEGACY OF THE VILNA GAON
l. The Exile of the Gaon
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... while my father left home to accept upon himself the pain of wandering and exile. R.
Avraham, the son of the Gaon, Sefer Saras Eliyahu
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In histravels, during his [self imposed] exile, [the Gaon] gained fame as the people,
wherever he went, observed his extraordinary genius. R. Yisrae of Shklov (d. 1839),
Preface to Paas HaShulchan
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... the unequaled holy and pure chasd, the light of Israel, he who embodies all areas of
wisdom, astute and knowledgeable, who possesses ten measures (i.e. broad knowledge)
in the science of Kabbalah, our Master R. Eliyahu, may Hashem protect him, whose
praises are known throughout the entire country of Poland, and in Berlin and Lissa.
Wherever this chasd traveled, they recount his extraordinary accomplishments. R.
Y onason Eybeschuetz (1690-1764), Sefer Luchos HaAidos (published 1755)
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The story istold that the scholars of the Academy in Berlin presented before the [Gaon]
difficult and profound questionsin the field of mathematics and they were put at ease by
his answers. R. Moshe M endelsohn of Hamburg, Sefer Pnai Tevel
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Behold, when | was in the magnificent city of Vilna by the brilliant and extraordinary
Gaon, my master and teacher, who enlightened the eyes of the Diaspora, the famed
chasd, R. Eliyahu, may Hashem protect him, in the month of Teves, 5538 (1778), | heard
directly from his holy mouth that to the extent that a person is deficient in the other
branches of wisdom, he will be deficient a hundred fold in the wisdom of Torah, for the
Torah and science are intertwined together. ... Heinstructed me to translate into
Hebrew as many works of wisdom (mathematics and science) as possible, . . . in order
that the members of our people Israel shall . . . gain wisdom [from sources that are now
only available] in aforeign tongue, for the nations rage against us like a great torrent of
water, [and ask,] "Whereis their wisdom?' and it leads to the desecration of the Name of
Heaven. R. Baruch Shik of Shklov, a dayan in Minsk, and a disciple of the Gaon.
Preface to histrandation of Euclid
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How unintelligent and sinful are the fools of this generation who, after just sniffing the
smell of secular knowledge, consider themselves to be like Heman and Darda (famed
intellectuals of antiquity, see Kings | 5:11), but in redity they are truly deficient (lit.
plagued). Behold, the Gaon should be a model for them, a holy man of G-d to whom was
also revealed the secrets of the other branches of wisdom. He was well acquainted with
them and became deeply attached to them only as part of his extraordinary love of
Hashem and His Torah which was manifested with sanctity and purity throughout hislife
which is the true essence of a person'slife. All those who deviate from the true spirit of
discernment should learn from him. Letter from R. Yaakov Tzvi Mecklenberg
(1785-1865), author of " Ksav V'K abbalah"
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When [the Gaon] finally [decided to] return from his [self imposed exile], as aresult of
his physical weakness, he hired a[special] coach to travel day and night [in order to
quickly bring him home] and paid the coach driver an additional fee so that the driver
should wait for [the Gaon] whilehe davened the Amidah (Shmoneh Esreh). One time,
while the Gaon was standing and davening Shmoneh Esreh, the coach driver speedily
drove off, carrying off all of the Gaon's belongs, and leaving him destitute. When he
finaly returned home, [the Gaon] continued his Torah studies, enduring tremendous
hardship and deprivation. R. Yisrael of Shklov, Preface to Paas HaShulchan
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[Rav Avraham, the son of the Gaon,] wasintimately familiar with all of the various
manuscript editions of the Midrashim and the Hagados and all of theold rare  Toseftos
and all of the works of the Gaonim. These were archived in the house of his father, the
Gaon, z'l, who, from his youth, expended tremendous effort for this holy cause and went
into exile and traveled throughout the earth to search for these treasures and to bring this
blessing back to his holy dwelling place. Letter of R. Shmuel Luria, published in the
preface of Sefer Rav P'olim by R. Avraham, the son of the Gaon

. The Gaon's Influence
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When | wasin Vilna, visiting my master, our teacher, the holy and pious Gaon, Rabbainu
Eliyahu of Vilna, may his merit protect us, | directly asked him, "In which way does the
spiritual influence [of the tzaddik] come and by what meansdoesa  tzaddik (righteous
person) affect the members of his generation, sharing with them his fear of G-d?' He
replied, "It is analogous to alarge vessel which is surrounded on all sides by smaller
vessels. When you pour without stop into the large vessel, asthe large vessd fills and
overflows, all that you continue to pour will enter the adjacent smaller vessels. But as
long as the large vessd is yet unfilled, then most certainly none of the liquid will reach
the surrounding smaller vessels." R. Yaakov Kranz, the Magid of Dubno, Sefer Ohel

Y aakov
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On a constant basis, many members of the Jewish (lit. Hashem's) community, from far
and wide, those who integrated Hashem'’s Torah into their very hearts, would come to be
with [the Gaon] under the same roof and pray with him in his BaisMidrash and listen to
the way he praised Hashem. They were astounded that a human being could reach such a
level of love for Hashem, as they saw how each and every word of his prayers would be
articulated in sanctity and purity with proper intention and emotion. It was asif he was
gaining knowledge with each word and increasing his love for Hashem with each
gyllable. The inspiration that they received to emulate him and walk in hiswaysto serve
Hashem with such love would last them throughout theday. R. Avraham and R. Leib,
the sons of the Gaon of Vilna. Prefaceto the Gaon's commentary to Shulchan Aruch
Orach Chaim
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Fortunate are you Vilna, all of you, from the greatest to the smallest, to have received
some measure of spiritual benefit [from the Gaon], each according to his efforts. Through
his advice and rebuke, it became a great community of disseminators of Torah, people
who fulfilled the mitzvos with great exactitude, who shunned office, who honored
Hashem with their wealth and did not become prideful. All who seek Hashem should
rgjoice for them, for they made their Torah study the essential aspect of their lives and
their livelihood only secondary. Their business was conducted by the members of their
household, while the Torah and Divine service was their sole occupation. Afterwards,
amost all of hiscountrymen firmly committed themselves [to lead such lives]. Thiswas
because his moral message was transmitted to those closest to him [and he charged them]
that they in turn should inform those more distant that they not spend their time on

hopel ess endeavors but rather their eyes should be open to maximize their allotted time
[on earth]. ... All forms of charity and praiseworthy activity sprouted and were visible
in his city and place. Even those who were distant from him and did not behold his
greatness and piety desired, with al their might, to conduct themselves in the manner in
which he guided them. 1bid.
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Y our honor should know that there are very few peoplein our country who would enjoy
these publications, for the nature of the members of our country is different from those of
Germany. . . . For over the last century, from the time the sun arose in its glory and the
cloud spread itslight, i. e. the man of G-d, who is known throughout the world, our
master, the Gra, ztz"l, and his many disciples, shone and radiated like stars. Their upright
conduct still leaves an impression till this day; their lamp has not ceased giving forth
light, and will not cease for eternity. They implanted faithful teachings (lit. saplings) in
the hearts of their brethren, great diligence and a powerful desire to study Torah and its
lawsto arrive at the truth. . . . He commanded every person, large and small businessmen,
and craftsmen to consecrate a portion of their time to the study of Torah. It is utterly
amazing how his efforts bore such lush fruits. Thisis the state of this country and its
fruitsat thistime. R. Avraham Zakheim to the publisher of the German language
periodical, " Orient" , Elul 24, 5600 (1840)

[1. The Master Teacher of His Generation
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[From the time he reached forty years of age,] his whole focus was to teach others.
R. Avraham, the son of the Gaon, Sefer S'aras Eliyahu
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All of the works that he personally composed were made before he reached the age of
forty. From that time on, he didn't write down anything himself but rather composed
works with the aid of this disciples, for he waslike an overflowing spring and it was
impossible for anyone to write down all of histhoughts and ideas. R. Yisrael of Shklov,
Preface to Paas HaShulchan
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Besides his own intellectua achievements, he instructed the people in the knowledge [ of
the Torah] and he strengthened them and encouraged them to study in a proper order so
that they not lose their footing [and remain standing on afirm basig]. First of al, he
admonished them to serve Hashem properly and to become completely fluent in all of the
twenty four books [of Tanach (the Hebrew Bible)] with the vocalization and cantillation
and he tested them on it. He also demanded that they become proficient in the science of
grammar and put to the test those who were already enlightened and expert in this
science. . . . Afterwards, he admonished them to be fluent in the six orders of Mishna
together with the major commentaries and he taught them the correct version of the text.
His great disciples recognized that the spirit of G-d was within him, for with his
encyclopedic knowledge and sharp mind which was focused on discovering the truth of
the Torah, he shared with them new insights which were not revealed to the earlier
commentators and showed them the implications of the order of the Mishna and the
repetition of its words. They recognized that those who know the basic principles of the
Mishnawill be able to take a straight path and not accept farfetched interpretations.
Afterwards, he admonished them regarding the correct approach to Tamudic analysis.

He taught them to read with great care the commentary of Rashi, for hiswords are very
straightforward (i.e. carry within it great insights) to those who understand, and also [to
study] the novellae of the masters of the Tosefos, z'l. He also taught them to analyze
correctly without distorted logic, to dislike the [approach of] amassing difficultieson a
subject, to admit to the truth, evenif it is stated by a school child and to realize that al of
one'sintellectual brilliance cannot compare to [unadulterated] truth. [If he takes such an
approach] he will be successful in his studies. He admonished even the weakest of his
studentsto refrain from pilpul. It is afact that even the most brilliant exponents of pilpul,
after hearing the words of truth which issued forth from his holy and pure mouth, were
breathless and admitted that they had toiled in vain for alarge part of their lives. R.
Avraham and R. Leib, the sons of the Gaon of Vilna. Prefaceto the Gaon's
commentary to Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim
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He gave over to his disciples the way to arrive at the true understanding of the holy
Torah. Morethan is clarified in hiswritings and books did he reveal to his major
disciples orally, for he was not merely satisfied with the publication of hisworks, but he
also desired to reveal his profound insights orally to hisdisciples. . .. Thiswasalso the
way of our early authorities, i.e. to write in an abridged form and to reveal much of their
teachings directly to their disciples. R. Avraham, the son of the Gaon, Sefer Saras
Eliyahu
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In order to perfect the members of his generation, he established a House [of Study]
which was filled with Torah so that [his students] would constantly stand at their posts
surrounding the table of Hashem, fresh and invigorated with knowledge of Scripture,
Mishna, and Talmud. He would aso sit with them at their head at certain specific times
and would arrange their study schedules for them in such away that, in afew short years,
they would be fluent in the entire Talmud and they would know the source of the
practical halacha and the teachings of the Arba Turim perfectly. He admonished them not
to be overly involvedin  pilpul which will only be shownto be false and is at times
created only to defeat a colleague in a debate, G-d forbid. It is aterrible undoing of His
will, for it causes sin and destroys the pleasant bond [of scholars] and banishes truth from
Hashem's community. Such pilpul (analysis) should only be used to arrive at the correct
ruling. They accepted upon themselves his demands and studied during his lifetime for
eighteen yearsin their House of Study. R. Avraham and R. Leib, the sons of the Gaon
of Vilna. Prefaceto the Gaon's commentary to Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim
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Also, those scholars of the holy community of Shklov recognized the confusion brought
about by the excessive use of  pilpul where [as soon as] one scholar built a compelling
case, the other would come and topple it. Through the help of my father, the Gaon,
ztlh"h, they redlized that he had merited to achieve that which is vouchsafed to one who
studied the Torah for itsown sake. . . . All of hisnovel insights into the Torah sprang
forth from the source of truth, without distortion, or error. Ibid.

V. HaRav Chaim of Volozhin
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Hisfirst disciples, as soon as they became members of his  Bais Medrash (Study Hall),
wanted to draw themselves near to the source of their spiritual life with all of their
strength. They acted with enthusiasm and didn't tire in their pursuit [of truth]. ... The
firg [of hisdisciples] wasR. Chaim, may Hashem protect him, the Chief Rabbi of the
holy community of Volozhin .. .. When he came to stand before him and to hear
directly from his mouth the words of the living G-d, the spirit of the acumen of my father,
ztlh"h, spread over his sharp intellect and his pilpul and purified them. . . . From the time
he observed the great magnitude of [the Gaon's| deeds, the profundity of [the Gaon's]
thoughtsin nigleh (the exoteric teachings) and nistar (esoteric teachings), he desired to
stay within the shelter of his abode (lit. roof). I1bid.
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How goodly and pleasant was the experience of the two brothers, [R. Chaim and R.
Zalman of Volozhin,] asthey sat together to study Torah and practice the Divine service.
They both studied together under the Rav (the Gaon) who was like an angel of the L-rd
of Hosts, a veritable angel from Heaven. . . . who imparted his spirit unto them.
Fortunate is the eye that witnessed all of this. HaRav HaGaon R. Yitzchak, the son of
R. Chaim of Volozhin, Prefaceto Nefesh HaChaim
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My heart isfilled with awe whenever | speak about him . . . Whenever | think about the
sanctity of the light of his Torah, his piety, his purity, his humility, my entire body
trembles. R. Chaim of Volozhin, Prefaceto the Gra's commentary to Sifra D' Tzniusa
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My accomplishments are very minor, as| didn't have the merit to taste the sweetness of
the words of our master, the holy Gaon, even to the extent which a dog laps from a lake.
My entire body trembles from the awe of the unfathomable sanctity of his Torah
knowledge in nigleh and nistar. His memory isthe source of thejoy of my spirit, the
spirit of life. R. Chaim of Volozhin, Preface to the Gra's commentary to the Zohar
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Rabbainu Chaim, zt"l, of VVolozhin, came back to his'Y eshiva after the holiday of
Sukkos. On Chol HaMoed Sukkos, [Rabbainu] Eliyahu went up in atempest to Heaven.
My father, of blessed memory, heard the first eulogy from his master who was a disciple
of the Vilna Gaon, z'l. He would tremble as he would relate thisto us. R. Dov Ber
Rifman, Shulchan HaKriah
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How can | forge anew road in my old ageto change. . . The only effect of the proposed
compromise with the maskilim will be to uproot the foundation which the tzaddikimlaid
morethan eighty yearsago .... Letter sent from HaRav HaGaon R. Naftali Tzvi

Y ehudah Berlin, Rosh Yeshiva of Volozhin, to HaRav HaGaon R. Yosef Zecharia
Stern, Chief Rabbi of Shavel, Adar |1 5635 (1875)
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The mgjority of his Torah did he transmit to his disciple, our holy master, the true Gaon,
R. Chaim of Volozhin. In the short period of time that | merited to derive benefit from the
Treeof Life, | received the proper approach to learning, the correct way. He transmitted
to me many rules regarding gaining expertise in the Talmud and the Poskim (legal
authorities), how to extract the pure flour, the most correct opinion, in order to come to
the proper conclusion in making aruling. . .. Preface to Shailos U'Teshuvos of R.
M oshe ben Nachum K atzenellenbogen

V. The Disciples of the Gaon
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The second of hisdiscipleswas R. Shlomo, z"1, the Chief Rabbi of Volkomir | astute
and proficient in the [many] chambers of the Torah. . . . The third disciple was HaRav
HaGaon, the chasid and humble R. Shlomo Zalman, ztll" h, brother of HaRav
HaGaon R. Chaim . . . no secret escaped him . . . he did not lack any precious character
trait . . . My master, my father, ztllh"h, loved him with all his soul, much more than any
of hisother disciples. . . Thefourth disciple was the great Rav who was outstanding in
Torah and hisfear of Hashem, therenowned R. Saadyeh, brother in law of the above
mentioned HaRav HaGaon R. Shlomo Zalman. He forsook his home and came to hear
[the Gaon's] Torah instruction. He served him for many years and he learned much from
him every day . . . Thefifth was the renowned Rav HaGaon R. [M oshe] Shlomo z" |, of
Tlushin, the Magid of Vilna . He showed him much endearment for he studied with him
the Zohar and the Sefer Y etzira. He explained to him every difficult passage in the
writings of the disciples of the Arizal according to his ability to absorb the information . .
. The sixth disciple was the great Rav, the astute and proficient renowned scholar, R.
Tzvi Hirsch of Simiatitz. He was very great in both nistar and nigleh. He served him for
many years and clung to some of hisways of piety and asceticism. To him it was quite
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fitting. The seventh was the great astute and proficient scholar, the renowned R. Shlomo,
zt" |, of Mohilev. Hewas well armed in the milchama (the battle to discover the truth) of
Torah. He feared Hashem and fulfilled Hiswill with trembling ... R. Avraham and R.
Leib, the sons of the Gaon of Vilna. Prefaceto the Gaon's commentary to Shulchan
Aruch Orach Chaim
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[But among all of those who came to study under him from the city of Shklov, after R.
Binyamin,] the most successful were the two brothers, the great Rav, the giant of Torah
and fear of Hashem, whose studies were perfect, the renowned R. Simcha Bunim, and his
brother, the giant of Torah and fear of Hashem, the one who dwelt amongst the lilies
(tzaddikim), who possessed great understanding and intellect in all areas, the renowned
R. Menachem Mendd . . . They came to the shelter of hisroof in hisold age, as the sun
that radiated the light of Torah and wisdom was setting. They observed a great light and
learned day and night in order to uncover the profound teachings of the Mishna, Tosefta,
Mechilta, Sifra, Sifrel, Y erushalmi, and the four Turim that were shrouded in the midst of
the darkness of uncertainty. . .. [The Gaon,] z'l, heard their voices as they traveled
through the garden of Torah and found their intentions and actions pleasing before
Hashem and he satisfied their desires. 1bid.

NN O2IW PWi YPR D51 11D 993 INIX NWAWI PPYA MY M T L. .. (2
7253 oM 197X TINM PNWwn X271 1IDIR KDY PRIART 1381 DT KD 19X Nrnw wohw
AMIA7 INBM % K37 ANDY 553 170 TInm Y7 31T XYY Nk Y w3y *nobi o0 awxa
WW ‘0 ,MROPWwn HTIVM 0NN 7 3777 AN IR AYRW 0°I0RY 2100 MRW m ok ...

DIXMXT

... Hashem caused me to find favor in his eyes and | served him with all my strength.
During the entire period of one and two thirds years that | was with him, | didn't move
from hisside. | held on to him and didn't let go. | didn't depart from his tent (home)
neither day or night. Where he went, | went. Where he dlept over night, sodid I. | didn't
leave his presence at all and he opened for me [the chambers] of wisdom . . . Evento
those things that were said to othersin my presence, | gave ear and understood. HaRav
HaGaon R. Menachem Mendel of Shklov, Sefer Shaar HaT zimtzum
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Hashem gave me the merit of seeing the light of the face of the king while he was still
alivefor aperiod of ahalf ayear before he was asked to join the Heavenly Academy. |
merited to serve as a servant serves a king for the twenty day period before his death. |
read Scripture and read Mishna before him and didn't move from his side until finally the
crown of glory was taken from our head. HaRav HaGaon R. Yisrael of Shklov, Preface
to the Gaon's commentary to Shulchan Aruch

VI. The Published Works of the Gaon

A.
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The works on the Mishna and the Talmud Y erushalmi on the order of Zeraim are not the
actual handwriting and language of the Gaon and were composed and arranged through
his disciples who heard it directly from him. The work on the Y erushalmi, however, was
in his possession for eighteen years, and our own ears heard directly from the holy mouth
of our master, may herest in Eden, that the one who arranged the work faithfully
presented his opinions. It is afact to which our own eyes attest, for it is well organized.
The composition on the Mishnawas also properly arranged in hislifetime according to
hisinstructions. R. Chaim of Volozhin, Preface to Shnos Eliyahu
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| heard directly from his holy mouth that he did not feel confident to change and
permanently revise atextin nister (the esoteric area of Torah study) unlessit would
enlighten thereby many other sections. At times, up to one hundred and fifty areas, which
were otherwise filled with difficulties, would be resolved through his revision of the text.
R. Chaim of Volozhin, Prefaceto the Gra's commentary to Sifra D' Tzniusa
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| heard directly from the holy mouth of the most distinguished disciple of the true Gaon,
R. Chaim, . . . who directly heard it from the most sacred mouth [of the Gaon] that [the
Gaon] did not offer any new explanation or correctionin  nigleh (the exoteric study of
Torah) unlessit would perfectly fit in with every statement made by the Tanaim and
Amoraim throughout fifteen or twenty [related] sugios. R. Yisrad of Shklov, Prefaceto
Takalin Chaditin
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Our master, the Gaon, expended much effort in [composing his| commentary to the
Talmud Y erushalmi on the order of Zeraim. He shed light where darkness had reigned
due to errorsthat had crept into the text and he offered novel interpretations which
differed from those of the Rambam and Rabbainu Shimshon of Sens, z'l.... R.Yisrad
of Shklov, Preface to Paas HaShulchan

VIl. TheMaster of Halacha
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In our Kollel, from the day we merited to take up permanent residence in Eretz Yisrael,
in the holy city of Jerusalem, our customisthat Kohanimlift up their hands every day,
Shabbos and Yom Tov, [to bless the congregation], asismandated by  halacha. Thisis
also the opinion of our great mentor, [the Gaon]. R. Yisrael of Shklov, Paas
HaShulchan
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The Gra established the [restoration] of the ~ mitzva of writing the Neviim (prophets).
There are expert scribes who have in their possession his textual corrections on the
Neviim. It iswithout a doubt that it was done through his personal direction. HaRav
HaGaon R. Yechiel Heller, Shailos U'Teshuvos Amudei Ohr 63

VIII. The Spiritual Legacy of the Gaon
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The Gra accepted upon himself the rigors of exile. One time, it happened that he hired a
coach from a Jewish coach driver. In the middle of the trip, the horse wandered off the
road and trampled over rows of crops which were situated by the side of theroad in a
field which belonged to a Gentile. The Gentile ran after the coach in order to srike the
Grawho was sitting in it. The Grainitially wanted to respond to him that it wasn't his
fault but rather the coach driver isresponsible as he didn't properly watch his animal, but
he held himself back and didn't tell him anything. The Gralater commented regarding
thisincident that if he had put the blame on the coach driver, he would have been
considered a malshin (aninformer), [for the coach driver was not legally required to
receive blows, but rather, at most, to pay for the damage. Causing the coach driver to be
the subject of the Gentile's blows was, therefore, an act of informing.] As aresult, the Gra
would have been forced to be reincarnated in the body of a barking dog. Neither his
Torah nor Mitzvos would have saved him. [All of thiswas told to me (the Chofetz
Chaim) by the Tzaddik, R. Y ehoshua, z'l, the author of the Sefer Chossen Y ehoshua and
M'Oz HaDass, who heard this directly from the true Gaon, R. Dovid Tevel, z'l, the Chief
Rabbi of Minsk, who heard this from his master, the light of the generation, R. Chaim,
zIh"h, the distinguished disciple of the Gra, zIlh"h.] R. Yisrad HaK ohen, author of the
Chofetz Chaim, Sefer Shem Olam Section |1, Addendum
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| heard from an elder scholar, a trustworthy person, who heard it himself from R. Y aakov
Moshe z"'l, in the name of his grandfather, the Gra, z"l, that if it wouldn't be for the
suffering that we experience, we wouldn't be at all able to enter the [other] world. The
thing is that at the time a person leaves this world and his soul soars on high, heis shown
atype of scale, which is there to measure his deeds to see if his merits outweigh his
demerits or the other way around, G-d forbid. Hethen hearsa  baskol (afaint sound or
echo) which announcesthat all of the  zechuyos (merits) that he, this person, achieved
throughout his lifetime should come together [to be weighed]. As soon as the sound
reverberates throughout al of the worlds that are connected to the root of his soul, al of
the angels that he created through his  mitzvos immediately come together on the right
side of the scales to come to his defense. Afterwards, another  baskol issues forth that
summons all of the sinsthat he accumulated over alifetime to come together, and
immediately masses of them come, clothed in black and shrouded in black; so many, in
fact that they tilt the scales because of their immensity. The advocating angels don't have
the power to counter them because he did not perform the mitzvos with sufficient
intention and desire, whereas the sins were perpetrated with passion and desire. Behold,
when a person sees this, he [naturally] becomes very distraught and begins thinking that
they will surely judge him unfavorably. In the midst of dl of this, another baskol issues
forth and announces, "Where is al of the suffering that he experienced during his
lifetime?' Immediately, all of his pain and suffering gather together onto the right side,
the side of merit, and it outweighs the other side, for, through the suffering a person
experiences, many of hissins are atoned for and he remainsin the status of a tzaddik. The
person is then [full of] joy and thanks Hashem for all [of the suffering] which he endured.
R. Yisrad Meir HaK ohen, author of the Chofetz Chaim, Sefer Shem Olam Section |
Chap. 3
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| once heard them say regarding the Gra, z"l, that he once told his disciples, "It is so
wonderful being in thisworld." They asked him, "In which way?' He replied, "If a
person comes to the next world and asks them to let him perform yet another mitzva,
evenif he promises to give up some of his share in the next world for such a privelege, it
will in no way be granted. Here, in thisworld, a person can rise to avery high level, even
to receive the countenance of the Divine Presence." His disciples asked him, "Our master,
through which [ mitzva] 7' Hereplied, "With tztzs, for instance. For Chazal (our Sages)
said that he who scrupulously observesthe mitzva of tzitziswill merit to see the Divine
Presence. This can be achieved merely through an insignificant coin. But only aslong he
isinthisworld." R.Yisrael Meir HaKohen, author of the Chofetz Chaim, Sefer
Zocher L'Miriam Chapter 19
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It isafundamental principlethat all that is, was and will be for eternity isincluded in the
Torah from Beraishis until L'Ainel Kol Yisrael . Not just the general pattern but even the
particulars of every specie and every individua person, every event from the day he was
born until the day he dies, all of hisreincarnations and all his particulars. This equally
appliesto every domesticated and wild animal and any living creature in the world and
every grass and form of vegetation. Similarly, all that is written regarding the Patriarchs
and Moshe and [Klal] Yisrael is all repeated throughout every generation, for the sparks
of thelr spirituality are incarnated in every generation. Similarly, every act which is
recorded from the time of Adam until the end of the Torah is actually recurring in every
generation, as an astute person knows. It also occursto every single personaswell.  The
Gaon's Commentary to Sifra D' Tzniusa, Chapter 5

IX.  TheGaon's Letter
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