7703
CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. What happensto aperson when he dies?

2. Describe at least two deathbed visions that are mentioned in
the Tamud?

3. Dodemonsreally exist?
4. Isit possible to communicate with the dead?

5. Describe at least two miracles that are attributed to Rabbi
Chanina ben Dosa?

This and much more will be addressed in the sixteenth lecture of
this series: "Saints, Miracles, and Witchcraft".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions
in mind as you listen to the tape and read through the outline. Go
back to these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see
how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of
Jewish History. Although the lectures can be listened to without
the use of the outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance
your comprehension. Use it aswell as a handy reference guide and
for quick review.
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SAINTS, MIRACLES AND WITCHCRAFT

l. Belief in an Afterlife and the World to Come
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Akaviaben Mahalalel said: Consider three things and you will not come into the grip of
sin: Know whence you came, whither you go, and before Whom you will give
justification and reckoning. Whence you came? - from a putrid drop; whither you go? - to
aplace of dust, worms and maggots; and before Whom you will give justification and
reckoning? - before the King Who reigns over kings, the Holy One, Blessed isHe. Avos
31
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And the dust returnsto the earth asit was, and the spirit returns unto G-d who gave it.
For G-d shall bring every work into judgment, concerning every hidden thing, whether it
be good, or whether it be evil. Koheles12:7, 14
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All Israel have a portion in the world to come, for it iswritten: Thy people are all
righteous; they shall inherit the land forever, the branch of my planting, the work of my
hands, that | may be glorified." (Isaiah 60:21) But the following have no portion therein:
He who maintains that resurrection is not abiblical doctrine....And why such severity? A
Tannataught: Since he denied the resurrection of the dead, therefore he shall not sharein
that resurrection, for in all the measures (of punishment or reward) taken by the Holy
One, blessed be He, the Divine act befits the human deed. Sanhedrin 90a
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And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children
of thy people: and there shall be atime of trouble, such as never was since there was a
nation even to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one
that shall be found written in the book. And many of them that sleep in the dust of the
earth shall awake, someto everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.
And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn
many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever. Daniel 12:1-3
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Rabbi Y aacov said: Thereis not a single precept in the Torah whosereward is at its side
which is not dependent on the resurrection of the dead. In connection with honouring
parentsit is written: that thy days may be prolonged, and that it may go well with thee. In
reference to the dismissal of the nest it iswritten, that it may be well with thee, and that
thou mayest prolong thy days. Now, if one's father said to him, "Ascend to the loft and
bring me young birds," and he ascends to the loft, dismisses the dam and takes the young,
and on hisreturn falls and is killed - where is this man's happiness and where is this
man's prolonging of days? But "in order that it may be well with thee", means on the day
that iswholly good; and "in order that thy days may be long", on the day that iswholly
long. Kiddushin 39b

1. Near Death Experiences
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A similar remark was made by Y osef the son Rabbi Y ehoshua. He had beeniill and fell
into atrance. (After he recovered), his father said to him, "What vision did you have?"
Hereplied, "l saw aworld upside down, the upper below and the lower above." Hesaid
to him, "You saw awell regulated world." He asked further, "In what condition did you
see us (scholars)?' Hereplied, "Asour esteemis here, soitisthere. | also heard them
saying, 'Happy is he who comes here in full possession of hislearning.' | also heard them
saying, 'No creature can attain to the place in heaven assigned to the martyrs of the
(Roman) Government.” Who are these? Shall | say Rabbi Akiva and his comrades?
Had they no other merit but this? Obviously even without this (they would have attained
thisrank). What is meant therefore must be the martyrs of Lud. Bava Basra 10b
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Rav Hunathe son of Rabbi Y ehoshuawas onceill. Rav Papawent to inquire about him.
He saw that he was very ill and said to those present, "Make ready provisions for his
everlasting journey." Eventually, however, he recovered, and Rav Papa yearned to see
him. He said to him, "What did you seein your illness?' He replied, "It was indeed as
you thought but the Holy One blessed be He, said to them (the angels), 'Because he does
not insist upon his rights, do not be particular with him asit says. Forgiving iniquity and
passing by transgression.” Who isforgiven iniquity? He who passes by transgression.
Rosh Hashana 17a

[1. Deathbed Visions
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At the moment of his (Rabbi Y ochanon ben Zakkai) departure he said to them, "Remove
the vessels so that they will not become unclean, and prepare a seat for Hezekiah the king
of Judah who iscoming." Berachos 28b
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Rabbi Eliezer, his (Rabban Y ochanon ben Zakkai's) disciple, commanded at the time of
his own death, "Remove [the vessels of] the courtyard so that they should not become
unclean, and prepare a seat for Rabban Y ochanon ben Zakkai." There are those that say
that he saw what his Master saw. Yerushalmi Sotah 9:16
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Before a person dies, he sees the actual vision of the Holy One blessed be He, asis stated
in Scripture: For no man can see Me and live. (Exodus 33:20) While they are alive they
cannot see. However, at the time of their death they see. In addition there is another
verse: All they that go down to the dust shall bow before Him. (Psalms 22:30) Without
delay, the person gives testimony about himself regarding all that he had donein this
world. His mouth testifies and the Holy One blessed be He signs ... Therefore, a person
should [always] have in mind the vision of what awaits him in the future. Calah 3:1

D.
TPYY R1°2D RPY IRWI ROVPY 199307 X202 HRYNWT 7IVAW NN Nywa amK RN

R0 1977730 .R1DY By snom’ 17Ny 1R030

Shmuel Hakatan also said shortly before he passed away, " Shimon and Yishmael will
meet their death by the sword, and his friends will be executed; the rest of the people will
be plundered, and many troubles will come upon the world." Sanhedrin 11a
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When Rabbi was dying he said, "There is Humaniain Babylon, which consists entirely of
Ammonites; there is Misgariain Babylon, conssting entirely of mamzerim; there is Birka
in Babylon, which contains two brothers who interchange their wives; there isaBirtha di
Satyain Babylon: today they have turned away from the Almighty: a fishpond
overflowed on the Sabbath, and they went and caught the fish on Shabbos, whereat Rabbi
Achi ben Rabbi Y oshiah declared the ban against them, and they renounced Judaism.
Thereisa Fort Agamain Babylon wherein dwells Adda ben Ahavah: to-day he sitsin
Abraham's|lap; to-day Rav Y ehudah was born in Babylon." Kiddushin 72a
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V. Consciousness After Death
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Rav said to Rabbi Shmuel ben Shilas, "Be fervent in my funeral eulogy, for | will be
standing there!" Shabbos 153a
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Rav Y ehudah said, "If there are none to be comforted for a dead person, ten people go
and sitin hisplace." A certain man died in the neighborhood of Rav Y ehudah. Asthere
were none to be comforted, Rav Y ehudah assembled ten men every day and they sat in
his place. After seven days he (the dead man) appeared to him in adream and said to
him, "Thy mind be at rest, for thou has set my mind at rest." Rav Abahu said, "The dead
man knows all that is said in his presence until the top stone closes the grave." Rav
Chiyyaand Rav Shimon bar Rabbi differ therein: one says: until the flesh rots away; the
other says:. until the stone closes the grave. He who says, "until the flesh rots away",
because it iswritten: But his flesh upon him hath pain and his soul with in mourneth. He
who says, "until the top stone closes’, because it is written: And the dust return to the
earth asit was, and the spirit return unto G-d. Shabbos 152b
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It isrelated that a certain pious man gave adinar to a poor man on the eve of New Y ear
in ayear of drought, and his wife scolded him. He went and passed the night in the
cemetery, and he heard two spirits conversing with one another. Said one to her
companion, "My dear, come and let us wander about the world and let us hear from
behind the curtain what suffering is coming on the world. Said her companion to her, "I
am not able, because | am buried in amatting of reeds. But do you go, and whatever you
hear tell me." So the other went and wandered about and returned. Said her companion
to her, "My dear, what have you heard from behind the curtain?' Shereplied, "I heard
that whoever plants after the first rainfall will have his crop smitten by hail." So he (the
pious man) went and did not sow till after the second rainfall, with the result that
everyone else's crop was smitten and his was not smitten. The next year he again went
and passed the night in the cemetery, and heard the two spirits conversing with one
another. Said one to her companion, "Come and let us wander about the world and hear
from behind the curtain what punishment is coming upon the world." Said the other to
her, "My dear, did | not tell you that | am not able because | am buried in amatting of
reeds? But do you go, and whatever you hear, come and tell me." So the other one went
and wandered about the world and returned. She said to her, "My dear, what have you
heard from behind the curtain?' She replied, "l heard that whoever plants after the later
rain will have his crop smitten with blight.” So the man went and sowed after the first
rain with the result that every one else's crop was blighted and his was not blighted. Said
hiswifeto him, "How isit that last year everyone else's crop was smitten and yours was
not smitten, and this year everyone else's crop is blighted and yours is not blighted?' So
he related to her all his experiences. The story goes that shortly afterwards a quarrel
broke out between the wife of the pious man and the mother of the child and the former
said to the latter, "Come and | will show you your daughter buried in a matting of reeds."
The next year the man again went and spent the night in the cemetery and heard those
conversing together. One said, "My dear, come and let us wander about the world and
hear from behind the curtain what suffering is coming upon the world." Said the other,
"My dear, leave me alone; our conversation has aready been heard among the living."
Berachos 18b

V. Communication with the Dead
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Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel had lamented him, and buried him in Ramah, even
in hisown city. And Saul had put away those that had familiar spirits and the wizards out
of theland. And the Philistines gathered themselves together and came and pitched in
Shunem, and Saul gathered all 1srael together, and they pitched in Gilboa. And when
Saul enquired of the L-rd, the L-rd answered him not, neither by dreams, nor by Urim,
nor by prophets. Then said Saul unto his servants, " Seek me a woman that hath a familiar
spirit, that | may go to her, and enquire of her." And his servants said to him, "Behold,
thereisawoman that hath afamiliar spirit at En-dor." And Saul disguised himself and
put on other raiment, and he went, and two men with him, and they came to the woman
by night, and he said, "I pray thee, divine unto me by the familiar spirit, and bring me
him up, whom | shall name unto thee." And the woman said unto him, "Behold, thou
knowest what Saul hath done, how he hath cut off those that have familiar spirits, and the
wizards, out of the land: wherefore then layest thou a snare for my life, to cause me to
die?' And Saul swore to her by the L-rd, saying, "Asthe L-rd liveth there shall no
punishment happen to thee for this thing." Then said the woman, Whom shall | bring up
unto thee? "And he said, "Bring me up Samuel.” And when the woman saw Samuel, she
cried with aloud voice and the woman spake to Saul, saying, "Why hast thou deceived
me? Thou art Saul."
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And the king said unto her, "Be not afraid; for what sawest thou?' And the woman said
unto Saul, "l saw a G-dlike being ascending out of the earth." And he said unto her,
"What formisheof ?' And she said, "An old man cometh up; and he is covered with a
mantle." And Saul perceived that it was Samuel, and he stooped with his face to the
ground, and bowed himself. And Samuel said to Saul, "Why hast thou disquieted me, to
bring me up?' And Saul answered, "l am sore distressed; for the Philistines make war
against me and G-d is departed from me and answereth me no more, neither by prophets,
nor by dreams; therefore | have called thee, that thou mayest make known unto me what |
shall do." Then said Samuel, "Wherefore then dost thou ask of me, seeing the L-rd is
departed from thee, and is become thine enemy? And the L-rd hath done to him, as he
spake by me: for the L-rd hath rent the kingdom out of thine hand, and given it to thy
neighbor, even to David." Samuel | 28:3-17
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Rav Se'orim, Rava's brother, while sitting at Rava's bedside saw him (Rava) going into
deep (dying), when he (the invalid) said to his brother, "Do tell him, Sir, not to torment
me." Rav Se'orim, replied, "Areyou, Sir, not hisintimate friend?' Said Rava, "Since my
mazal has been delivered to him, he takes no heed of me". Rav Se'orim then said to the
dying, "Do, Sir, show yourself to mein adream”. Hedid show himself and when asked,
"Didyou, Sir, suffer pain?' Hereplied, "Asfrom the prick of the cupping instrument.”
Rava, while seated at the bedside of Rabbi Nachman, saw him sinking into slumber
(death). Said heto Rava, "Tell him, Sir, not to torment me." Said Rava, "Areyou, Sir,
not aman esteemed?’ Said Rabbi Nachman to him, "Who is esteemed, who is regarded,
who is distinguished before the Angel of Death?' Said Ravato him, "Do, Sir, show
yourself to meinadream.” He did show himself. Ravaasked him, "Did you suffer pain,
Sir?' Hereplied, "Aslittle asthe taking of ahair from the milk; and were the Holy One,
blessed be He, to say to me, "Go back to that world as you were," | wish it not, for the
dread thereof (of death) isgreat.” Moed Katan 28a
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The father of Shmuel had some money belonging to orphans deposited with him. When
he died, Shmuel was not with him, and they called him, "The son who consumes the
money of orphans’. So he went after his father to the cemetery, and said to them (the
dead), "I am looking for Abba." They said to him, "There are many Abbas here." "I
want Abba Bar Abba," he said. They replied, "There are a'so several Abbas bar Abba
here." Hethen said to them, "I want Abba bar Abba the father of Shmuel. Whereis he?"
They replied, "He has gone up to the Academy of the Sky." Meanwhile he saw Levi
sitting outside. He said to him, "Why are you sitting outside? Why have you not gone up
to heaven?' Hereplied, "Because they said to me, 'For as many years as you did not go
up to the academy of Rabbi Efes and hurt his feelings, we will not let you go up to the
Academy of the Sky." Meanwhile his father came; Shmuel observed that he was both
weeping and laughing. He said to him, "Why are you weeping?' He replied, "Because
you are coming here soon." "And why are you laughing?' "Because you are highly
esteemed in thisworld." He thereupon said to him, "If | am esteemed, let them take up
Levi," and they did take up Levi. He then said to him, "Where is the money of the
orphans?' Hereplied, "Go and you will find it in the case of the millstones. The money
at the top and the bottom is mine, that in the middle is the orphans.” He said to him,
"Why did you do likethat?' Hereplied, "So that if thieves came, they should take mine,
and if the earth destroyed any, it should destroy mine." Berachos 18b

D.
N2IR 7"7P Xp XD22W "RNX RXWAY "2 X177 7°0°a% CNX I CWRY "2 DD RHYY XD

DOR77% DY 1Y XOXITY KOW RNR XD 2 ynwT 11D 2000 377 INW PNNR TI6K
AR DI2IND .0ONWRIT

DX VIDY NAYA WP ONw NITI™R 7322 7RI P 7020 NR TI0 Wnaw "2 Do
A017°R2 OLIDT 00 QYPUTX 9D NIXHNK DYWHR ORY 00K IRWD X271 0P WITPa 0°27
775W DN ’°0 0°3°01 15D



Series|| 10 Lecture #16

Our Rabbis taught: When Rabbi was about to depart from thislife he said, "l require the
presence of my sons." When his sons entered into his presence heinstructed them, "Take
care that you show due respect to your mother. The light shall continueto burninits
usual place. Thetable shall belaid initsusua place and my bed shall be spread inits
usual place." What isthe reason? He used to come home again at twilight every Sabbath
Eve. On acertain Sabbath Eve a neighbor came to the door speaking aloud, when his
handmaid whispered, "Be quiet for Rabbi is sitting there." As soon as he heard thishe
came no more, in order that no reflection might be cast on the earlier saints. Kesubos
103a

Every Shabbos eve he would come to his home and he would appear in the precious
clothing that he would wear for Shabbos and he would fulfill the obligation of Kiddush
on behaf of the assembled. He was unlike the other dead that are free from "mitzvos"
because the "tzaddikim" are still considered alive and can free others [through their
recitation] from the obligation of Kiddush. Sefer Chasddim 327
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Rabbi Akiva went out to a place were he found a person who was carrying aload on his
shoulders but was having a hard time walking with it and was screaming and groaning.
He [Rabbi Akiva] said to him, "What have you done?' Hereplied, "There wasn't asin
that | didn't transgress and now there are watchmen over me and they don't let me rest.”
Rabbi Akiva asked him, "Did you leave over ason?' He replied, "By your life, don't
delay me [by your questions] for | am in dread of the angels that hit me with rays of fire
and that say to me, 'Why don't you go faster?" He asked [again], "Tell me, who did you
leave behind?' Hereplied, "l left behind a pregnant wife." Rabbi Akivawent to that
country [of the apparition]. He asked them, "Where is the son of that person?' They
replied, "May his memory be blotted out and his bones be crushed.” He asked, "Why?"
They replied, "He was a bandit who destroyed people and distressed the populace. In
addition he had illicit relations with a betrothed girl on Y om Kippur." He went to the
home of his pregnant wife and waited until she gave birth. He circumcised [the son] and
when he grew older he set him up in the synagogue; [he taught him] to "daven" (offer
benedictions) for the congregation . Some time later, Rabbi Akiva went to the place
[where he had originally seen the apparition]. He appeared unto him and told him, "May
your mind be put at ease for you have put my mind at ease." M eseches Calah Chapter 2
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V1.  Prophecy and the Divine Spirit
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For our Rabbis have taught: When Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi died, the Holy Spirit
departed from Israel; nevertheless they made use of the Bas Kol (Heavenly Voice). On
one occasion some Rabbis were sitting in the upper chamber of Gurya's house in Jericho;
aBas Kol was granted to them from heaven which announced, "Thereisin your midst
one man who is deserving that the Shechinah should alight upon him, but his generation
isunworthy of it." They all looked at Hillel the elder; and when he died, they lamented
over him, "Alas, the pious man! Alas, the humble man! Disciple of Ezral” On another
occasion they were sitting in an upper chamber in Y avneh; a Bas Kol was granted to
them from heaven which announced, "There isin your midst one man who is deserving
that the Shechinah should alight upon him, but his generation is unworthy of it." They all
looked at Shmuel Hakatan; and when he died, they lamented over him, "Alas, the humble
man! Alas, the pious man! Disciple of Hillel!" Sotah 48b
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Y ochanan, the High Priest, heard a Bas Kol (Heavenly voice) issue from within the Holy
of Holies announcing, "The young men who went to wage war against Antioch have been
victorious." Sotah 33a
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It once happened that Rabban Gamliel was riding on a donkey when traveling from Akko
to Chezib while Rabbi Ilai was following behind him. Finding aloaf on the road he said
to him, "llal, pick up theloaf from the road." Later he met a heathen. "Mabgai," he said
to him, "Take away that loaf from Ilai." Rabbi Ilai thereupon approached him, and
asked, "Where are you from?' "l am," the other replied, "from the station keepers
settlements.” "And what isyour name?' "My name is Mabgai." "Did Rabban Gamliel
ever know you?' "No," the other replied. At that moment we discovered that Rabban
Gamliel divined by the holy spirit. Eruvin 64b
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VII. TheRevelation of Elijah - 371°5x 1%
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Rabbi Yosel said, "l was once travelling on the road, and entered into one of the ruins of
Jerusalem in order to pray. Elijah of blessed memory appeared and waited for me at the
door till I finished my prayer. After | finished my prayer, he said to me, 'Peace be with
you, my master!" and | replied, 'Peace be with you, my master and teacher!" And he said
to me, 'My son, why did you go into thisruin? | replied, 'To pray.! He said to me, "You
ought to have prayed on the road.' | replied, 'l feared lest passers-by might interrupt me.'
He said to me, 'Y ou ought to have said an abbreviated prayer." Thus| then learned from
him three things: One must not go into aruin; one may say the prayer on the road; and if
one does say his prayer on the road, he recites an abbreviated prayer. He further said to
me, 'My son, what sound did you hear inthisruin? | replied, 'l heard adivine voice,
cooing like adove, and saying, "Woe to the children, on account of whose sins|
destroyed My house and burnt My temple and exiled them among the nations of the
world!"" And he said to me, 'By your life and by your head! Not in this moment alone
doesit so exclaim, but thrice each day doesit exclaim thus! And more than that,
whenever the I sraelites go into the synagogues and schoolhouses and respond, "May His
great name be blessed!" the Holy One, blessed be He, shakes His head and says, "Happy
isthe king who is thus praised in this house! Woe to the father who had to banish his
children, and woe to the children who had to be banished from the table of their father!"™
Berachos 3a
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There was a person that was devoured by alion in an areathat was three parsas (app. 3.5
miles) away from Rabbi Y ehoshua ben Levi. [Because of the incident,] Elijah did not
speak with Rabbi Y ehoshua for three days. Makos 1la
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VIIl. Creation and Resurrection
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Rabbah created a man, and sent him to Rabbi Zeira. Rabbi Zeira spoke to him, but
received no answer. Thereupon he said unto him, "Thou art a creature of the magicians.
Return to thy dust." Rabbi Chanina and Rabbi Oshiah spent every Shabbosevein
studying the "Book of Creation”, by means of which they created a third-grown calf and
ateit. Sanhedrin 65b
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Antoninus had a cave which led from his house to the house of Rabbi. Every time he
visited Rabbi he brought two slaves, one of whom he slew at the door of Rabbi's house
and the other who had been left behind was killed at the door of his own house. Said
Antoninus to Rabbi, "When | call let none be found with thee." One day he found Rabbi
Chaninah bar Chama sitting there, so he said, "Did | not tell thee no man should be
found with thee at the timewhen | call?' And Rabbi replied, "Thisis not an ordinary
human being." "Then," said Antoninus, "let him tell that servant who is deeping outside
the door to riseand comein." Rabbi Chaninah bar Chama thereupon went out but found
that the man had been dlain. Thought he, "How shall | act now? Shall | call and say that
the man is dead? but one should not bring a sad report. Shall | leave him and walk
away? That would be slighting the king." So he prayed for mercy for the man and he
was restored to life. He then sent himin. Said Antoninus, "I am well aware that the
least one among you can bring the dead to life, still when | call let no one be found with
thee" Avodah Zarah 10b
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IX. Demons - 3w
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It has been taught: Abba Benyamin says, "If the eye had the power to see them, no
creature could endure the demons.” Abaye says, "They are more numerous than we are
and they surround us like the ridge round afield." Rav Huna says, "Every one among us
has athousand on his left hand and ten thousand on hisright hand.” Rava says, "The
crushing in the Kallah lectures comes from them. Fatigue in the knees comes from them.
The wearing out of the clothes of the scholars is due to their rubbing against them. The
bruising of the feet comes from them. If one wantsto discover them, let him take sifted
ashes and sprinkle around his bed, and in the morning he will see something like the
footprints of arooster. If one wishes to see them, let him take the after-birth of a black
she-cat, the offspring of a black she-cat, the first-born of afirst-born, let him roast it in
fireand grind it to powder, and then let him put some into his eye, and he will see them.
Let him also pour it into an iron tube and seal it with an iron signet that they should not
steal it from him. Let him aso close his mouth, lest he come to harm.” Rabbi Bibi ben
Abaye did so, saw them and came to harm. The scholars, however, prayed for him and he
recovered. Berachos 6a
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To one an evil spirit may show itself and harm him; to two it may show itself, but without
harming them; to three it will not even show itself. Berachos43b
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Rav Y oseph said, "The demon Y oseph told me (that) Ashmedal the king of the demonsis
appointed over al 'pairs,’ and aking is not designated a harmful spirit." Others explain it
in the opposite sense: On the contrary, a king is quick-tempered (and) does whatever he
wishes, for aking can break through awall to make a pathway for himself and none may
stay him. Rav Papa said, "Y oseph the demon told me, 'For two we kill; for four we do not
kill, (but) for four we harm (the drinker). For two (we hurt) whether (they are drunk)
unwittingly or deliberately; for four, only if it is deliberate, but not if it is unwitting.™
Pesachim 110a
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Who wasiit that delivered the seven traditiona rulings on a Shabbos morning to Rav
Chisda at Sura and on the same Shabbos evening to Rabbah at Pumbeditha? Was it not
Eliyohu who delivered them, which proves, doesit not, that the law of Shabboslimitsis
inapplicable above ten handbreadths from the ground? It is possible that the demon

Y oseph delivered them. Eruvin 43a

E. G-d aso enabled him to learn the skill which expels demons, which is a science
useful and sanative to men. He composed such incantations also by which distempers are
aleviated. And heleft behind him the manner of using exorcisms, by which they drive
away demons, so that they never return, and this method of cure is of great force unto this
day; for | have seen a certain man of my own country whose name was Eleazar, releasing
people that were demonical in the presence of Vespasian and his sons and his captains
and the whole multitude of his soldiers. The manner of the cure was this. He put aring
that had aroot of one of those sorts mentioned by Solomon to the nostrils of demoniac,
after which he drew out the demon through his nostrils; and when the man fell down
immediately, he abjured him to return into him no more, making still mention of
Solomon, and reciting the incantations that he composed. And when Eleazar would
persuade and demonstrate to the spectators that he had such a power, he set alittle way
off acup or basin full of water, and commanded the demon, as he went out of the man, to
overturn it, and thereby to let the spectators know that he had left the man; and when this
was done, the skill and wisdom of Solomon was shown manifestly. Josephus,
Antiquities Book VIII Chapter 2.5

X. Witchcraft
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Rabbi Aibu bar Nagri said in the name of Rabbi Chiyyabar Abba: "Bilatehem” refersto
magic through the agency of demons; "bilahatehem” refersto sorcery. And thusisit said:
"And the flame ("lahat") of the sword that turns of itself* (Genesis 3:24) Sanhedrin 67b
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| have studied three hundred laws (or as others state, three thousand laws) about the
planting of cucumbers [by magic] and no man, excepting Akivaben Y osef, ever
guestioned me thereon. For it once happened that he and | were walking together on a
road, when he said to me, "My master, teach me about the planting of cucumbers.” |
made one statement and the whole field [about us] was filled with cucumbers. Then he
said, "Master, you have taught me how to plant them. Now teach me how to pluck them."
| said something, and all the cucumbers gathered in one place. Sanhedrin 68a
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Rabbi Y ochanon said, "Why are they (sorcery) called 'kashafim'? Because they lessen the
power of the Divine agencies." Chulin 7b
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Rav Chisda and Rabbah bar Rav Huna were travelling in a boat, when a certain
(non-Jewish) matron said to them, " Seat me near you," but they did not seat her.
Thereupon she uttered something and bound the boat; they uttered something and freed
it. Shabbos 81b

XI. Miracles
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Our Rabbis have taught: Once it happened when all Israel came up on pilgrimage to
Jerusalem that there was no water available for drinking. Thereupon Nakdimon ben
Gurion approached a certain heathen lord and said to him, "Loan me twelve wells of
water for the Pilgrimsand | will repay you twelve wells of water; and if | do not, | will
give you instead twelve talents of silver,” and he fixed atime limit for repayment. When
the time came for repayment and no rain had yet fallen the lord sent amessage to him in
the morning, "Return to me either the water or the money that you owe me." Nakdimon
replied, "I have till time, the whole day ismine.” At midday he again sent to him a
message, "Return to me either the water or the money that you owe me." Nakdimon
replied, "I till have timetoday.” In the afternoon he again sent to him a message,
"Return to me either the water or the money that you owe me." Nakdimon replied, "I till
have time today. " Thereupon, the lord sneeringly said to him, "Seeing that no rain has
falen throughout the whole year will it then rain now?' Thereupon he repaired in a
happy mood to the baths. Meanwhile, whilst the lord had gone gleefully to the baths,
Nakdimon entered the Temple depressed. He wrapped himself in his cloak and stood up
to pray. He said, "Master of the Universe! It isreveaed and known before Thee that |
have not done this for my honour nor for the honour of my father's house, but for Thine
honor have | done thisin order that water be available for the Pilgrims.” Immediately the
sky became covered with clouds and rain fell until the twelve wells werefilled with
water and there was much over. Asthe lord came out of the baths, Nakdimon ben Gurion
came out from the Temple and the two met and Nakdimon said to the lord, "Give me the
money for the extra water that you havereceived." The latter replied, "l know that the
Holy One, blessed be He, disturbed the world but for your sake, yet my claim against you
for the money still holds good, for the sun had already set and consequently the rain fell
in my possession.” Nakdimon thereupon again entered the Temple and wrapped himself
in his cloak and stood up to pray and said, "Master of the Universe! Make it known that
Thou hast beloved onesin Thy world." Immediately the clouds dispersed and the sun
broke through. Thereupon the lord said to him, "Had not the sun broken through | would
still have had a claim against you entitling me to exact my money from you." It has been
taught: His name was not Nakdimon, but Boni and he was called Nakdimon because the
sun had broken through (nikdama) on hisbehalf. The Rabbis have taught: For the sake
of three the sun broke through, Moses, Joshua and Nakdimon ben Gurion. Taanis
19b-20a
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Once it happened that the greater part of the month of Adar had gone and yet no rain had
fallen. The people sent a message to Honi the Circle Drawer, "Pray that rain may fall."
He prayed and no rain fell. He thereupon drew acircle and stood within it in the same
way as the prophet Habakuk had done, asit issaid: | will stand upon my watch, and set
me upon the tower etc. He exclaimed before G-d, "Master of the Universe, Thy children
have turned to me because they believe me to be amember of Thy house. | swear by Thy
great name that | will not move from here until Thou hast mercy upon Thy children!"
Rain began to drip and his disciples said to him, "We look to you to save us from death,
we believe that this rain came down merely to release you from your oath." Thereupon
he exclaimed, "It isnot for thisthat | have prayed, but for rain to fill cisterns, ditches, and
caves." Therain then began to come down with great force, every drop being as big as
the opening of a barrel and the Sages estimated that no one drop was less than a"log".
His disciples then said to him, "Master, we look to you to save us from death; we believe
that the rain came down to destroy the world." Thereupon he exclaimed before G-d, "It is
not for thisthat | have prayed, but for rain of benevolence, blessing and bounty.” Then
rain fell normally until the Israglites in Jerusalem were compelled to go up for shelter to
the Temple Mount because of therain. Taanis 23a
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Rav Y ehudah said in the name of Rav: Every day aHeavenly Voiceis heard declaring:
The whole world draws its sustenance because of the merit of Chaninamy son, and
Chanina my son suffices himself with aKav of carobs from one Sabbath eve to another.
Every Friday his wife would light the oven and throw twigsinto it so as not to be put to
shame. She had a bad neighbour who said, "I know that these people have nothing, what
then isthe meaning of all this smoke?' She went and knocked at the door. The wife of
Rabbi Chanina, feeling humiliated at this, retired into aroom. A miracle happened and
the neighbour saw the oven filled with loaves of bread and the kneading trough full of
dough; she called out to her, "You, you, bring your shove, for your bread is getting
charred,” and shereplied, "I just went to fetchit." A Tannataught: She actually had
gone to fetch the shovel because she was accustomed to miracles.
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Once hiswife said to him, "How long shall we go on suffering so much?' Hereplied,
"What shall we do?' "Pray that something may be given to you," shereplied. He prayed
and there emerged the figure of a hand reaching out to him aleg of agolden table.
Thereupon she saw in adream that the pious would one day eat at three legged golden
tables but he would eat at atwo legged table. Her husband said to her, "Are you content
that everybody shall eat at a perfect table and we at an imperfect table?' She replied,
"What then shall we do? Pray that the leg should be taken away from you." He prayed
and it was taken away. A Tannataught: The latter miracle was greater that the former for
thereis atradition that a thing may be given but once; it is never taken away again.

Once on a Friday eve he noticed that his daughter was sad and he said to her, "My
daughter, why are you sad?' Shereplied, "My oil got mixed up with my vinegar can and
| kindled of it the Sabbath light." He said to her, "My daughter, Why should this trouble
you? He who had commanded the oil to burn will also command the vinegar to burn." A
Tannataught: The light continued to burn the whole day until they took of it light for the
Havdalah.

Rabbi Chanina ben Dosa had goats. On being told that they were doing damage he
exclaimed, "If they indeed do damage may bears devour them, but if not may each of
them at evening time bring home a bear on their horns." In the evening each of them
brought home a bear on their horns.

Once awoman neighbor of Rabbi Chaninawas building a house but the beams would not
reach the walls. She thereupon came to him and said, "I have built a house but the beams
will not reach the walls." He asked her, "What is your name?' Shereplied, "Aiku
(which means: would that be s0)." He thereupon exclaimed, "Aiku, may your beams
reach thewalls." A Tannataught: They projected one cubit on either side. Some say:
New pieces joined themselves miraculoudy to the beams. It has been taught: Polemo
says, "l saw that house and its beams projected one cubit on either side, and people told
me, 'Thisisthe house which Rabbi Chanina ben Dosa covered with beams, through his
prayer." Taanis 24b-25a



